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"And what are all tliese dirticulties between Nihilistic,

Comiuunistic, and labor ori^anizations, on the one hand,

and capitalistH on the other ? Tiie activ(> operations for a

strugf^le among all nations, with frauds in high jilaces

everywhere, but developments towards the events describcnl

in Dan. xii. I -.3, resulting in ' a time of tionble such as

never was since there was a nation.' "

—

Scl.

President C. A. IManchard, of Wheaton College, says :

" Secret societies of various kinds have existed for centur-

ies, but never were they so multiplied, so various, so power-

ful, or so injui'ious to society as at present. Religion,

Protestantism, Temperance, Insurance, Patiiotism, College

Friendships, and Labor, all are now harnessed to the car

of Secrecy, and altogether are populai-izing a pi'inciple of

organization which among the ancients was the peculiar

possession of idolatrous priests, and among moderns used to

be the distinguishing mark of bands organized to defy and

override civil authority.

" An inspection of the directory in any great city of the

United States will show that the lodges now outnumber

the churches of Jesus Christ by hundreds. Tn Chicago,

for example, the churches are about three hundred, the

lodges almost one thousand. The membership of the

lodges is overwhelmingly male, that of the churches largely

female, another element which has to be taken into account

in any intelligent consideration of this subject. There is

a proverb that ^" Nothing lies like figures." Yet figures

can speak truly if fairly dealt with. Masonic bodies claim

about half a million adhei'ents, Oddfellow lodges almost as

many. The Knights of Pythias, a new older, already is

said to number nearly three hundred thousand members
;

while patriotic, temperance, and insurance order.s already


