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INTRODUCTION

Ihe study of chranie nephritis is one which for many years has
commanded the interest and investigation of many observers.  Sie
1827, when Richard Bright first deseribed the condition which we now
know as Bright’s discase, many attempts have heen made to determine
the relationship existing between the various types of diseases of the
kidney, and the conditions which influence the development of those
different types. Tt is i .possible to discuss here the immense amount
of literature which has been written on this subject, or to consider the
bitter controversies which have waged. Even to-day, although certain
types of subacute and chronic conditions are universally recognized,
there is g

at difference of opinion as to the ctiologic factors at work
in the development of each.

In 1879 Weigert' published an claborate discussion of kidney dis-
eases viewed from the standpoint of pathologic anatomy, and in his
classification he described a series of kidneys as “chronic hemorrhagic
with heart hypertrophy” in which there are definite interstitial changes
associated with the parenchymatous degencrations, This group he sub-
divides into three smaller groups:

1. Those kidneys which are normal or slightly la than normal

in size, are red or mottled in colop and are firmer in consistency than
normal. The 1.|'\~1||w strips easily, the ent surface bulges a little on
section, and the cortex is pale or mottled in eolor, while the pyramids
are darker. There ig a cortain amount of fatty degeneration of the
epithelium of the convoluted fubules, many of which are more or less

completely obliterated while others are dilated and contain a clear or
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