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and otlior kinds of tinned and imckapc provisions are supplied from ntlier purls of the
United Stnti'?.

Witli the spread (jf edne.itinn and ttie inerea-injr intluenee of Western civilization,
the Cliinese are takinp more to Knrnpean artiele^ of food and altlion-li ti.e native
diet will never he displaecd, the taste for western food as delicaeies is sur> o grow.
This will result in a preatl.v inereasiiiR demand in South China for various provision
lines whieh are produeed in Canada. A larpe quantity of provisions is also importefl
into Iloiifr Konp for consumption amonir the forei^'n population and for restocking
the Phii>s wliich call at the ijort. This latter business is by no means inconsiderable,
since most of the large mail steamers plying to and from the Far East take on stores
at llong Kong. Canned fruits and vegetables an-' jams have been shipped to lli.nt;

Kong from I!riti>h Columbia, hut much more eouhl be done by ('an;idi,in exporters
of provisions if they would ju-eiierly go after thi- tra<Ie. Australian firms have been
making great iirogre.^s sinee the outbreak of the uin- in the eanuing of fruits and the
making of jam. In this way they have bee i .able to displaee the -ujipli.s formerly
obtained from the Tnited Kingdnm and other >our<-es. At first there were e.^mplain/s
against the (luality. It i> now >tated that the quality of tli,. Australian produet ha-
greatly Improv..!, but that the packing is still .lefieient. -I'lie shortage of tin ba>
handicapped exporters in all producing countries. Plum, apricot, peach, damson
and strawlxTi-y arc ibc principal jams inipnrtcii from Australia. The quality f

Californian canned fruits and vegetables and the policy uf the exporter- in always
allowing for blown tin- [ind wastage by suiiplying adilitiomd tins is grc:itly com-
mended by importer-. The packing of the Calitnrnlan product-; is al-,, sai<i to be
Buperinr to that of the Au-tralian.
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II' (bine-e hav.^ recently acquired a ta<tr for Kuropcan biscuit- :nA the jio-^i-

of the trade in this line arc very great. Canadian biscuits have been exported
Koug.^ but the business is at a .standstill for the present owing t,i the ditfieulty
ng air-tight tins in Canada. In view of the climate biscuits for the South

.iiarkct mu-t be shipped in air-tight tin-; and the packing i.s a tiK'tor n( preat

TiNNi:n ni Trii!.

There is a large import into South China of tinned butter from Au-tralia. Tui-
butter costs about 70 cent-. Ilk. currency, a pound laid down in llon^- K'ong. JI;,ny
inquiries were received as to the possibility of Canada participating in this trade.
It is <ioubt''ul. huwever. if tinned butter from Kastern Canada couhl -tand the CM-t
of tran-iDn to Ilotig K'ong in eomt)etition with the Australian produc't.

FISH I'ROPICTS.

A large quantity of imported dried, salted and canned fish is consumed in South
China. There should be an opening for fish exiiorters in British Columbia to get a
foothold in this market. Siberian canned salmon is svipplied from Japan, but the
colour is stated to be not sufficiently red. Kipi)ered herrings and herrings in tomato
wore formerly obtaineil from Norway, but are now snpplie.l by I'nited States firms.
The above fish are gold more as delicacies to those who have a<'quired a taste for west-
ern food. The large trade is in salted and dried fish for consumption among the
lower classes and good openings are thereby presented for Canada. The Chinese are
very fond of salt and the use of salteil fish enables them to ev.qde the exnetions of the
salt monopoly which prevails in China. The priiicipal salted fish sold are herrings
and shad. There is also a considerable trade in dried cod, sole and flounders. The fish
are usually sold at auction almost immediately after arrival. Large quantities of


