
Some Of the Boys Of Elmira.-Where They Are and What They Are Doing.

Mr. Augustus S. Vogt

Was I lorn in Oxford County. 
August Utli, mi. Ho iiiovhI to El- 
mirit in IS<tI. attended the public 
schools here ami took up music 
study under local teachers and the 
liest available in Waterloo County. 
In 187J wns appointed organist of 
St..lamesLutheran church.Elmir», 
Hex . Salinger lieing then in charge, 
and was known hy that very mu
sical clergyman as the “Herr Can
tor." This was Mr. Vogt's first of
ficial title and at this early age was 
very impressive. It is still remeni- 
liered hy him as one of tIn
most gratifying of his musical ex
periences.

In 1877 he attended school in 
Hamilton and took lessons in or
gan playing from the I test masters 
then resident in that city. In 1878 
he was appointed organist and 
choirmaster of the First Methodist 
Church. St. Thomas, a position 
which was held hy him for seven 
years with the exception of one 
year spent in Boston in study. In 
1885 Mr. Vogt went to Leipzig. Sax
ony. in order to continue Ids musi
cal studies under the greatest of 
(•emiitti masters, studying under 
such men as Carl Reineeke, Salo- 
nian Jadassohn, Adolf Huthardt 
and others. I'pon his return to 
Canada in 1888, lie received the im
portant appointment of Organist 
a 11 Choirmaster at Jarvis St. Rap- 
tist Church. Toronto, a position 
which lie has since held. Cnder 
his direction the Choir of Jarvis 
St. Church has attained a conti
nental reputation and is regarded 
hy competent critics as amplest iun- 
ably the finest in the Dominion of 
Canada. In I8!l|. Mr. Vogt organ
ized the Mendelsohn Choir of To
ronto. an organization which has 
had a unique history. It is conced
ed to he the finest large hi idy of 
singers in Canada, and. according 
to the testimony of leading Amer
ican artists mid musicians who 
have heard the Society, it has no 
equal, as to quality, in the I'nited 
States. The concerts of t he Society 
attract musicians from all parts of 
(hitario,and sometimes from other 
Provinces as well, and at the pro
ductions given last year a numls-r 
of professional musicians from De

troit. I'ittshurg, Cleveland and 
Buffalo specially attended. Whilst 
Mr. Vogt's work in connection with 
t lie Mendelssohn ( 'hoir has brought 
him most prominently into public 
notice, lie has done no less success
ful and far-reaching a work in his 
capacity as an instructor in piano 
and organ playing. Many of the 
most promising and most promin
ent of the rising musicians of To
ronto and the Province generally, 
have received their inspiration 
from him.

The list of his pupils who are 
holding prominent positions in all 
parts of Canada is very large. Mr. 
Vogt's time is so fully in demand 
that he has been compelled to limit 
his teaching to piano pupils only, 
lie has recently issued a work. 
"Modern Piano Technique" which 
is already in its fourth edition and 
is in great demand, both in Canada 
and tlie I'nited States, l'util com
pelled. hy his many engagements, 
to discontinue literary work, he oc
cupied a prominent position as a 
writer on musical matters in tin- 
press of" the city.

Mr. Vogt is an enthusiastic Can
adian. and a great admirer of tin- 
good County of Waterloo where 
lie m-eived his early inspirations. 
“The greatest tribute to his talents 
as a musician and his worth as a 
man may Im- summed up in the 
statement that no Canadian musi
cian exerts a wider itiflueiiceaniong 
the profession or enjoys the confi
dence of tlie public to a greater 
extent than this "Old Boy" from

Mr. W. V. Uttley
Was horn in Elmira. July 1st. 18(15. 
lie was educated in the public 
schools of the village and the Ber
lin High School. Asa Imiv.lie haunt
ed the village printery. hound to 
become an editor. After leaving 
High School, lie was public school 
teacher for four years. He studied 
Shorthand, privately, and gradu
ated at the Toronto Business Col
lege. lie began active newspaper 
work on the St. Louis Chronicle, in 
Missouri, lu I8U7 lie. with others, 
was instrumental in founding the 
Berlin Daily Record. Later tin- 
plant of the oldest Daily ill the 
County, the News, was acquired, 
amalgamated with the Record.and 
named "The News-Record." This 
taper and its editor are valued in 
terlin for their loyalty to tin- 

town's interests and for their pro
gressiveness in general. Thus far
Mr. I’ttlev has declined public hon
ors, hut has consented to he a mem
ber of the Berlin Board of Trade.

Any success in life, attained by 
him. has come hard, lieing won in 
the face of difficulties on every 
side. But. energy, industry and 
icrseveranre will win. Of him, 
lis fellow-citizens say : “lie is a 

useful citizen." which is no mean 
tribute. For his native village, Mr. 
Fttley has always shown deep af
fection and a keen interest in its 
wellfare. lie was one of the first 
and most enthusiastic to take steps 
to hriugahoiit the Elmira Old Boys 
Reunion which is to take place In 
the near future.


