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fed, the farmer must produce gra.n for bread, this 
lelng unfortunately the staff of life for the work­
ing class. Once again, if the reader will excuse 
the painful repetition of this all-important fact, 
society produces a number of commodities, any 
individual man or woman, nothing.

Now let us see just what all other wage work­
ers get for their share in production. Labour- 
power is a commodity, that is, a thing useful or 
ornamental, socially produced for the purpose of 
exchange, and labor-power is furthermore a man’s 
vital energy. It is the active factor in production, 
hut another factor is needed before anything can 
be produced, that is the passive factor, machin­
ery and land. The passive factor is in the pos­
session of )the master class, hence the working 
class who own the other, active factor, must in 
order to live, gain permission to use this machin­
ery of pioduction. How is this brought about? 
Vpon what terms do the masters allow the slaves 
access to the passive factor? Hiisfly these, that 
the working man sell his labor-power (the active 
fai tor) at the maiket price, and by so doing dis­
claim any interest in the resulting product.

We have said labor-power is a commodity and 
therefore falls under the law of value. There is 
a gieat deal of confusion in the lay mind as to 
how the value of a commodity is determined. 
Most people seem to think (when they think upon 
the matter at all) that it is the law of supply and 
demand which makes value in an article. Now to 
correctly unde:stand value is to be enlightened as 
to the cause of present day distress amongst the 
workers. Farmers in particular should study tills 
question, and they would scon quit fooling with 
labor unions.

Let us then suppose that two things are to be 
exchanged, a lushel of grain and a bale of binder 
twine. Placed together theie would seem no way 
of determining their value. How to know what 
length of twine to give for 10 lbs. of wheat looks 
like a puzzle. No use to measure the twine and


