Clergy held

as prisoners

of new regimes
have constituted
growing problem

freedom in so many countries is the cause
of constant distress at the Vatican. To
attempt to do anything constructive about
it on a bilateral basis is always a delicate
matter. There was the occasion in 1970,
for instance, when Paul VI gave an au-
dience to rebel leaders from the three Por-
tuguese African colonies, and strained re-
lations with Portugal. In openly expressing
disapproval of government action, the
Holy See is especially vulnerable to re-
prisals, for an offended government may
promptly harass or suppress the national
Church. Hence expression of disapproval,
even if provided by specific acts, is usually
couched in general terms, though there
have been exceptions.

Political prisoners have in recent years
been a growing problem, as more and more
constitutional governments have been dis-
placed by violent means. Priests, and in
some cases bishops, have been imprisoned
with other opponents — actual, potential
or imagined — of the new regimes. Reten-
tion in prison without trial and torture of
prisoners have been the subjects of re-
peated diplomatic protests on the part of
the Holy See. In the instance of Guinea in
1971, the summary execution of some 150
political prisoners was publicly condemned
in the strongest terms by the Pope himself.

The Church enjoins its bishops and
clergy not to become involved in political
activity, and its faithful to avoid violence.
There is a difference here between the
Roman Church and others. The World
Council of Churches, in providing financial
assistance to resistance movements in
Southern Africa, may support armed resis-
tance. The Church of Rome is firm in not
permitting its resources to be used for any
but peaceful means of protest.

Focus on Vietnam, Middle East

Prolonged or recurring local wars have
been of the utmost concern to Paul VI and
those around him, as they were to John
XXIII when, in 1963, he issued the ency-
clical Pacem in Terris. This concern, with
Vietnam and the Middle East especially,
probably had more than anything else to
do with President Nixon’s revival in 1970
of the practice in the 1940s of having a
personal envoy of the President accredited
to the Holy See. Henry Cabot Lodge ad-
mitted to repeated discussions with Paul
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