
SlîIppeîy balors,
deadly hazard
by ShaunaMacDona

Slippery floors are probably
something you don't think of too
often. But falis are the fifth-leading
cause of deaths for the elderly and
children. In farming, fails are the
second big killer.

Dr. Andy Harreli from the U of A
does research on the psychologlcal
and social effects of sippery floors.
Some companies such as, Sears
believe glossy floors raise an expec-
tation of falling, and that people
wiIl be more careful when walking.

Harreil has found that it doesn't
matter whether the f loor is shiny or
flot.

On campus he has clocked peo-
pie walking, counted their number
of steps, and even included their
sex. He has fou nd that on waxed or
non-waxed floors people don't
alter their speed or number of
steps, and women in high-heel
shoes manage as well as those who
have a pair of running shoes for al
occasions. But then women who
wear high-heels tend to be more
kamikaze anyhow!

Harreil noted that if some hazard
is put in the way such as sawdust,
speed and number of steps are
unaltered, and people watk around
the hazard.

Harrell has found that, use of
non-slippage material is more haz-
ardous because people becomt-

Cambodi
by Susan Wlinkelaar

Dave Walker's search for a kid-
napped Cambodian girl is finally
over. The girl, 16 year old Sary Dy,
wiII soon be on her way to, Canada.

When she was 12 years old,
Sary was crossing the Thai-Cambod-
ian border each day to work for a
family in Thailand. One night in
1982, on her way home, she was
kîdnapped. Shortly after that, fight-
ing between the Vietnamese and
the Khmer sealed off the border.
There was no way to get to Sary.

When the Dy family came to
Canada in 1984, they had to leave
Sary behind, not knowing whether
she was alive or dead.

Walker, an Edmonton private in-
vestigator, became involved with
the family when they were having
trouble with their landiord. He got
to know the family and learned
about Sary. He promised he would
try to find her.

"I sent 160 posters to the Red
Cross, got in touch with old Nat-
ional Army contacts, and contacted
people at the Refugee Release
Agency," says Walker.

On February 11, 1986, Walker's
contacts paîd off. He located Sary in
a camp called Greenhili. -

"I could have got her out then
and there," Walker says, "but she
would have been arrested."

According to Canadian Immigra-
tion policy, she would have been
classed as an illegal alien and would
flot have been granted the inter-
view that is mandatory for ail immi-
grants coming to Canada.

When asked if he received much

careIess when they feel safe.
Harrel is also observing cross-

walks. He has found that when
roads are wet or icy 50 per cent of
pedestrians check for cars. Under
dry conditions offly 35 per cent of
pedestrians check. And if you're
with friends or a group of people,
the chances of you checking for
traff ic decreases even more. In this
situation it's best if you strategically
place yourself in the middle. One
or two people on the outside of
you should stop a car.

Harreil intends to do more stu-
dies into falling and slippery floors.
He has found there is very littie
literature and research done on
fails except for medical and engi-
neering reports. At the present
time he isn't funded by anyone.

An interesting note about Har-
rell's lecture is the number of peo-
pie who attended (Bravo!). ln a lec-
ture the day before on the geo-
strategic setting of Canada's de-
fence policy, there were haîf the
number of people that Harrell was
able to attract. This shows students
are less worried about our butts
being blown to smithereens than
we are about falling on thern. As stu-
dents our butts are probably the
second most important part of our
anatomies, next to our brains. Lest
we shouId have to stand and study
at the same timel

angirl 1k
help trom the public or thie gov-
ernment, Walker laughed. "No
way. 1 came close to giving up the
operation," he said. "But 'd prom-
ised the family."

Walker was hoping to raise $8500
to cover expenses, but ail he got
was $2800. Haîf of that went to pay
his airf are to Cambodia.

Despite a Iack of funds, apathy,
and, in some cases, outright oppo-
sition, Walker found Sary. She re-
ceived an interview in November
and has since been moved to a
transit camp, where she is waiting
to pass a medical exam. This will
take six to eight weeks. Then Sary
wiIl be on her way home.

c)cated
According to Walker, there are

about 700 families in Edmonton
who still have family members back
in Cambodia.

Sary Dy's story is just one of
many. Over three million people
died in the Cambodian conflict - a
holocaust worthy of being ranked
with World War Il. Yet relatively
few people know about it. Aware-
ness is growing, due to movies like
The Killing Fields. A U of A drama
class has written, produced and
directed a play called The Cambo-
dians (We Live a Danger), which
has also, helped increase awareness.
It is currently being performed in
schools around the city.
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A poster of Sary Dy, asking Cambodians to keep an eye out for
her.

W'wLed:
15,000 young Canadian volunteers to fast

dudng Water for the YVorld weekend, Februar 20-22,
to help save the lives of children around the wortd.

To app5 iydi toiI-free:
14028f
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR GRADUATE STUDIES
IN BIOCHEMISTRY - UNI VERSITY 0F 7ALBERTA

The Department of Biochemistry of the UJniversity of Aberta
(20 academic staff members) is recruiting suitable candidates
interested in research in the following fields; biochemical
virology and viral oncology; membrane biology; celi surface
receptors; the structure and function of proteins including
enzymes; x-ray crystallography and NMR spectroscopy-, DNA
structure, replication, and interaction with proteins; DNA
mediated gene transfer, biochemistry and molecular genetics
of immune responses; metabolic control mechanisms; and
molecular biology of bacterial surface structures. Stpends for
graduate students may be available through a major granting
agency such as tme Aberta Heritage Foundation for Medical
Research ($12,450. + $2,500. research allowance per
annum). lnterested applicants should contact
Dr. John S. Coller, Chairman
Department of Bloch.mlsotry
Unlverslty of Alberta
Edmonton, Aberta T6G 2H7
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Quîps 'nf Quotès
Sa thia la heli. I nover hhought It wauld à* ia waY. You rmmbe tii.aphur
fumea, tMe tr, bein cooked aive. Ahi How tunny 9 if H nanano«. llyowla no
ne.d ta be caaked alive; heu la làie he peaple y=u hav ta canued wlth.

HW a*

Master of Pub lic A three-term (ten-month) professional graduate

Administration degree program, with an interdisciplinary ap-
proach to public policy and administration.

Q-UeenoS UniVersity Admission Requirements B.A. (Hionours), or its
at Kingston equivalent, with upper second class standing,

ail fields of study.

information/Applications are available from:
School of Public Adminstration
Queen's University, Kingston, Ontario M7 3N6
Telephone 613-545-2159


