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a lesson in government

A total of four Students’ Council
meetings have been declared invalid
by the Discipline, Interpretation and
Enforcement board.

This ruling, startling though it
may seem, does not in any way sug-
gest Students’ Council acted in bad
taith during the summer months,
when councitlors carried out o rea-
sonably heavy workload amid diffi-
cult circumstances.

Students’ Union president Rich-
ard Price himself has admitted there
should have been a thorough study
made of any and all by-laws relating
to council voting procedures, before
the summer meetings were held. It
seems councillors made an informal
agreement among themselves to
give alternate representatives voting
powers which simply cannot be dele-
gated.

This carelessness could have
created serious problems for motions
passed during the four “invalid”’
meetings. For all we know, it still
may.

Council must now reconsider all
the motions passed at these ili-fated
meetings. Although none of the
legislative measures affected by the
DIE ruling can be considered crucial
in nature, their presence on a future
Students’ Council agenda paper

choosing the full

Man is a social animal. A per-
son’s social contacts form an im-
portant part of his life. The people
we meet and know make us the kind
of persons we are.

At this university, making social
contacts, forming friendships that
are more than just “Hi’* and "Good-
bye'’, is difficult. There are really
too many people—classes are too
large, facilities too crowded.

To be sure, in all the crowd there
are bound to be some whom you will
get to know. But too often, per-
sons begin to cling to their straws of
friendship and stop growing out-
wards.

Those who do not adjust, leave.
Happiness is a major factor in hu-
man life, and those who do not find
it here because of various obstacles
put in their way by poor social relo-
tions, will find it harder and harder
to make their way through univer-
sity.

We suggest that campus fraterni-
ties are one means of overcoming
this social disorganization.

The purpose of fraternities and
their objective worth are not our
concern. We do know, however,
that for their members they provide
a satisfying relationship, one which
is sometimes a true brotherhood be-

should be ample warning to council
that such errors cannot be tolerated
in government—at any level.

Moreaver, Council must continu-
ally be on guard against omissions
of responsibility which come more
and more easily with the ever-in-
creasing power and resources held
by students. '

As a sidelight to the case at haond,
Gordon Meurin, law representative
on council and the man who initiat-
ed the DIE action, now can feel just-
ly proud of having altered council-
lors to a possible loophole in Stu-
dents’ Union by-laws.

Also, his complaint, laid in good
taith and brought before the board,
should be a model which other coun-
citfors might emuliate when they teel
rules have been broken.

Students’ Council is intended to
be a body meeting openly in parlia-
mentary fashion, not a poorly-fash-
ioned lax body of irresponsibles
which would employ in camera de-

“bates and 'Court-of-the-Star-Cham-

ber”’ tactics to flaunt the time-hon-
ored rules of parliamentary pro-
cedure.

May Council abstain from such
regrettable tactics and methods in
the future.

life

tween members.

Fraternities encourage their mem-
bers to develop academically, social-
ly, and personally. Many fraterni-
ties have achieved high academic
standards.  Fraternities and their
members are active in all spheres of
student life, from campus politics to
fund drives.

There is, of course, another side
of the coin. Fraternities con be-
come social crutches for social
cripples, who become lost forever
in a mad swirl of parties, and are lost
to the university.

Some fraternities have discrimin-
atory membership policies, some-
thing which we think to have no
place on this campus.

Some fraternities become over-
social, and we cannot condone their
excesses. An over-emphasis on al-
cohol and its consumption has al-
ready led to police action against
some fraternities, and we cannot
help but point to the object lesscn
therein.

Persons thinking of joining fra-
ternities should consider carefully
their good points and drawbacks.
Then it is up to them to choose how
best to arrange a life at university
which will be as full and satisfying
as possible.

Drlvhr

‘And teach-ins are more fun, too!”’

with foot in mouth

By Bruce Ferrier

Conversation is a lost art, and the
trouble is, nobody seems to be inter-
ested in finding it again.

In the old days it was easy. God
talking to the lsraelites, President
Johnson at a press confererice, Dr.
Johns meeting a freshman—these
situations present no problem,

But now the "in’’ method is dia-
logue. We all run things up the
flagpole to see if anyone salutes,
swish them through the Maytag to
see if they come out clean, and then,
if we're not out of breath, reach a

“concensus.’’

This method is fine because it
works. Reputable sources at the
United Nations tell us that more
peacekeeping is done in the Dele-
gate’s Bar than in the General As-
sembly.

This new-fangled version of the
group around the checkerboard at
the general store, the '‘teach-in”’,
looks like a big comer too.

Someday the teach-in may come
to completely replace the standard
“panel” or "torum’’ campus clubs
revel in.  There will be more dia-
logues than you can shake a micro-
phone at. The heating plant can be
disassembled. We can run the lights
with windmills. A golden age for
Smith Brothers’” Cough Drops.

But peculiar things happen out-
side these etherial realms. Back in
the classroom, we have ‘‘discus-
sions:”’ as defined by one professor,
""Either you ask questions and | ans-
wer, or | ask questions and you ans-
wer."’ '

This same phenomenon, which |
call the ‘"gag effect” (and not very
funny either), is seen in all student
conversations.

At first things seem to be going
nicely. ""Hi' How are you?" ‘‘Not
bad, how are you?"' "O.K.”

Now you're in trouble. The
ghastly consequences of saying

“"How are you'" again prevent that
out, and the conversation so far has
all the literary and artistic appeal of
““Ugh! White man speak with fork-
ed tongue.”’

So you try a question. “On your
way to class?’’ Like as not, the other
person will calmly remark, “’No, I'm
standing here talking to you.”

The most famous exchange of
this sort took place between a soc-
iety matron and a famous old man

of the arts. “"And how do you find
yourself these mornings,” the ma-
tron asked. "“Oh, | just throw back

the bedcovers and there | am,” T F.
OMOTA replied.

The only alternative to a question
is a bald statement of some fact that
you hope will be of consuming inter-
est to your nemesis. “The hemoly-
sis mechanism of erythrocytes is in
dispute right now,” might be the
glib phrase that comes to your mind.

However, this is not the only way
of making conversation. A friend
of mine could carry on a discussion
with the Sphinx. His trick is that
he can talk for hours without say-
ing anything.

If they ask about the internation-
al situation, he says how it's sure
nice weather we‘re having, and goes
on to the football scores.

Of course, he comes trom High
River, and that helps. Did you
know that in High River they have
the most water towers per capita of
any city in Alberta? Get him to tell
you about his social teacher. She's
got a hump on-her back from haul-
ing stones up the Pyramids.

Not everyone is from High River,
though. It everything fails, as it
probably will, don‘t get defeated.
The same sort of thing has been
happening throughout recorded his-
tory. As Anthony said to Cleopatra,
“I\a\(odome, | did not come here to
talk.”




