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The setting up by the gavernment of
Sir Lomer Gouin of the two great tech-
nical schools at Mortreal and Quebec re-
spectively, was the anFwer to this corn-
plaint-tîtat ti, perior education of
the provincep whilc' it turnedout the
literary esn eglected the'jpractfral
considerations whJeh piust hulk in a new
community in the mak.ng.

The elementary educLtion, both'
Catholic and Er~ tant, had been for
years in a backward- state. There are
probably some 10,000 elementary achools
scattered throughout the provi-.ce. These
are administered Lyv two educational coin.
mittees which are called colletively,
"the Council of Public Instruction."
There is the Catholic committee with the
bishops of the provinces as ex-offiejo
members; tîtere i the Protestant ci)m-
mittee, which. is compo-,et. of lay and
clerical members nominated 'y the gov-
ernment. The two Pommittees are sup-
posed to ineet together as one body v!hen
any large question affecting education as
a whole cornes up. As a matter of
practice , such meetings rarely take
place. Each committee attends to the
work of the denomination to whicli it i
especially addreF-sed.

'1 ne people in the rural parts took but
littie interest in the education of their
children. They objected to be taxed for
the maintenance of the ochools. The
committee hadl no money of its own to
disburse; and fifteen years ago the
vote for education was painfully negli.
gible-not more than $150,000 per an-
num-tlîat is, exclusive of the local rates
paid by the people.

mot be allowed to remain hewers of wooud
and drawers of water.

The province showed, somne twenty
years ago, over 68 per-cent of -illiteracy.
To-day a great amount of eeway lias
been recovered. -. The salaries of the',
teâchaei's have been improvedl, 'athough
nothing like what they 'iould be. There,
are 'stili a large but lessening raumber
of young women teachers,,ge'ting fromn
$150 to $200 per annuin; but this
scale will shortly disappear.

The technical schools are béing avail-
cd of by the French-Canadian youtlî in
large numbers. The superior education
did not touch the if e of the comnion
people. Tliat was its weakneias. The
age was a commercial and idustrial one;
the leaders of the peopie'saw liow woe-
fully beliind the young Canadians were
in ail that appcrtained to iîîdustrlal pur.
suits.

The educated young man could be elo-
quent as alderma.. or law:-er or memiber
of parlianient; but the bulk of the people
had no part in the commercial or indus-
trial life of the Dominion.

It will be the office of the technical
sehools to reinove the disability. It has
been said that the Frer.ch-Canadian is a
born politician, and it is the case tlt
large numbers have tbe belief that tijeir
living is to be made from the govern-
ment. There is ta be a nice government
job-a judgeship, a higher clerksbip, at
smallest; but sometlîing, at any rate,
which will be sure and coinfortable.

But tîhe wonderful expansion of indus-
trialism in the province has at last sîowvn
the majority the necessity for identifying
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llundreds, aye, thor" nds, of young
girls were tauglit ithout certificates.
Tlîev receivcd between $70 andi $90 per
aiinauni. It Nvas pitiful. The sebiools
lang-uisîteti; the teachiers lhat not tiien-
belves bet tauîlît; the total attendance
ini nîany itîstaîtees -%vould itot exeed a
dozen. The distances vvere <reat; the
roads wvcre inîpassal, iii the -%%inter
tine. A spiit of liolelessiiess prevail-
eti.

The a(ivent of '.%r. «Mareliaîîd on tbe
scene wvas like a fres.lt breath in a. jaded
atniospliei'c. Ife Nas au erdetît patriît;
lie beenîine Prinie -Miiiist r-, and ini thi-,
position lie hmt i a large selient of eduica-
tiotial develpnieiit ini bis minid. Ife
inleant, for mie tlîintg, to appoint kt min-
ister of ediie-àttioit as litarlo liid (fone.
Trhis, lie thtmîiit. a Iii-t andi nevess-a iv
step in tile îtîoderîîizi îî ofthie eleinei;-
tary edîîeatioii of te proviîiee. ] le

heniselves mvth the activities of the com-
munity. There are not enough goveril-
ruent jobs to go arounti. Wliile the sys-
terr lias heen inimieal to the doings of
things, and friendly to the thinking of
tlîingrs, the change is already most
maIrked. The yoting people in hundreds
tiock to the teulinical seliools day andi
îîighlt. There is the greatest eagerness
evinèed to learn the use of the eye andi
liand andi tool in the faslîioning of form
andi body and rnould.

'flie opening of agricultural colleges al
overtb te province is also a biovenent
f nil of hope. Agriculture lias been back-
Wffrd i Quebee. IR was a tradition
ratlier titan a science; antique rather
titan carnest intelligrençe. These new
colleges will bave a double effeet; they
w ill cia 1e the soil more producetive and
prfitabille, andtb leY w~ill tend, by en-
largiîig the immid anthte viewpoint, to

fmlima tha t l ie vas -i 10< fast.* lite ma<tke.the votiiig mor*e contenteti on the
wvas oiedto ahanidoti Iltis ujete la i ild. - Tlw t o<tîwr are mîîtîally
taini authoities w vie apiitt i lte inas cnîîmeîa
tire. At S.iale-t.Ilie iîîere-vaed the vote

te e ula tion niaki îg t snîetîin lie )itario spelîis, ail tolil, some $12,000,-
$300,000 per aliiiii. 000 01, edîteation per annuni. Quebec

lias reaciiedthte sun. cof $7,00,0,000, that
This gave ait ittipetvf. ii ecedn is, foi- ail puiposes. Ontlarlo boasts the

ý,o%,r*iiiitAliavei olloN-emi inlti ifoot- be-t puliese-ltool system n thte world;
.st'ps; but it rtiî td for- Sir Lolinet'r Iîs ittkilig np leeway at a rapid

t oIiît sv tidtttItit aioiii eduic.ttIlle oti rate miler the direction and inspiration
a I vstc. i e itieea ~-d l rat 1to f Su. J otIier t ouiitî Nvho, though lie has

tinn 1,250J loi)t . liet-~ roe tlie tlot hein iable, so far,-to set the seal of
hei«<-le vaiii a îea.,tire for tueleg-lat oiljonlis fuil desire andi pur-

o ii f omit *v of t \ t 1 Tha ildlite erenteti 1;oPe. lia, i e mue odern tentiency a
the, two ligrtulitiial -cilo, c alit oft pleililidl Iart iii tbe hettpr eqnipment
%ivI Ielias eo't a îîlh'n iliolars. n i ei lw tiittof Itle -iji e olos, the

To adi Io t11iLe 1lIt lw ie i<igeLioo1 iinerea.e iii -iilaries andtihie setting u p of
ijM ijjrjIl f(iw 'I - II<- 1 is taiiaI ufor Ile first time iii

lud aii hiu iath jîjI inuit tlit2 liNýtol\ 'ftIlle Provî mcc.
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