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AN's advancenent cither in vice or in virtue is gradual-; when he commences his vicious
career his tranfgreffions arc of an inferior clafs; and in this flage of his progrefs, lie will contemplate
with horror the enormities, which, afterwards, as he becomes habituated with vice, le will commit
without compunétion. Juft fo it is with the man who brings himfelf to difregard the Law ; he

dirft commences his rerifance to. thofe legal regulation which the exigencies of fociety require to
:reftrain men's a&ions, as to things which otherwife would not be contrary to the rules of natural
law: this refiffance commences under the idea that.fuch regulations are an infringement on the
common rights of man : but., he-who' can thus reconcile himfelf to tranfgrefs pofitive law, will not
flop here : he will foon find an excufe for tranfgrelling thofe Laws which prohibit us from doing
to others what we would not wifl donc to ourfelves. No part of the legal code is fo often
violated as the fiscal department. Thc exigencies of.every Government require a revenue, which
imany perfons, who are incapable of forming a juft efnimate of right and wrong, .,evade, and, by
fuffering themfelves to be guided b.y an imaginary intereif, confider their.contrivance to withhold,
their fhare of the public contribution as of little importance ina.noral fenfe; but the perfon who
can reconcile himfelf to an offence of this fort, will, -with equal facility, junify his inpofitions on
the fair trader, as well as the innocent cuftorni,..and by exac'ing duties from the confumer, which
lie bas never paid, he. deceiveshinfelf with the hope of fpeedily increafing his fortune by difhonef
and diflionorable means. This man feldom flops in his career, un til lie lias ruined both charaëler
and reputation ; perjury, and fubornation of perjury, are crimes which he cannot avoid, and it be-

.cornes a neceffary confequence that, by bribery, (or, perhaps, worfe means) lie is obliged to corrupt
the principles of all thofe whom he employs ; lie foon acquires a degree of depravity that fets th4e
ILaws of God .and Man at defiance, and in time he has recourfe to violence which too often clofes
the 'fcene vith miiurder, roblèery, and the whole catalogue of capital.felonies. No perfon who has
been long acquainted vith Anerica.can be ignorant of the evil confequences which fiuggling las

;produced. Britifh fubje&s have lefs excufe than any other people for crimes of this fort. Under
.the Britifli Conflitution, the revenue is provided by Laws, in the formation of which the people
-claim an alrnoasecxclufive right ; le therefore who .holds.thc privileges we enjoy as Britifh Sub-
jecs in eflimation, is bound not only to obey the Law himfelf, but it is his duty by every exertion
in his power to compel others to obferve the faine rule. No .reafoning, however fpecious,
fhould be aduîntted as an excufe,.wliether the Law is good or bad, convenient or inconvenient,
all the King's Subjecas are bourd to pay obedience to it ; rememb.cring always that they had a
fhare in making it, and that vhatever may be the evil confequences of its operation, tley muR be

.trifling when conipared to the rnifçhiefs that would certainly follow the open and avowed difregard
of an exifting Law. 'it is the lot of the wifeft and beR of us to err, and the wifdom of our
Confitution, contemplating the imperfeftion of human underflanding, bas made ample provifion

,for correéing.the errors of its Legiflature, by the frequent affembling of that omnipotent power,
.which precludes t:he poffibility of any great or material evil refulting from an unwife or
in>provident Law, as the repeal of it would neceffarily and fpeedily follow the difcov.cry of

.t's inconvenience. I hope it will not be confidered improper in me, here to :o.bferve, that

..an opinion lias been too prevalent in Anerica, that .the power of CGovernment fhould be as
lÏittle felt as poflible in a new country ; this lias caufed the maxim of not governing too
nmuch to be abufed, and has produccd the politive fault of governing too little. If I may be
allowedI will afk the queftion, whether any rman can believe that the child which has never
becn compelled to yield to the authority of a parent during his ninority, will fubmit to be go-
vcrned by a father's .will after he flall attain the age of maturity ? or is it neceffary I Tfhould
undertake to convince a rational being of the wickednefs of the opinion which has been zealoufl y
contendcd for by modern philofophers, that a man in lis infant Rate, fhould be taught nothing

ut what his reafon can comprehend, and fiould be left until he attains his mat.urity without the
,influerxwe


