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T1an’s advancement cither in vice or in wvirtue is gradual-; when he commenees his vicious
carecr his tranfgreflions are of an inferiorclafs; and in this ftage of his progrefs, he will contemplate
-with horror the enormities, which, afterwards, as he becomes habituated with vice, he will commit
without compunéion.” Juft fo it is with the man who brings himfelf to dlﬁ‘egazd the Law ; he
dirft comunences his refiftance to thofe legal regulations which the exigencies of fociety require to
reftrain men’s actions, as-to things which otherwife would net be cantrary to the rules of natural
Jaw : this refiftance commences under the idea that fuch regulations are an infringement on the
-common rights of man : but he who.can thus reconcile himfelf to tranfgrefs pofitive law, will not
{top here : he will foon find an excufe for tranfgrefling thofe Laws which prohibit us from doi
to others what we would not with done to ourfelves, No part of the legal code is fo often
violated as the fiscal department, The e)ugc wcies of .every Government require a revenue, which
.many perfons, who are incapable of forming a juft eftimate of right and wrong, .evade, and, by
fuffering them{elves to be guided by an imm;'uwy intereft, conflider their .contrivance to withhold,
their fhare of the public contribution as of little importance in.a.moral fenfe ; but the perfon who
can reconcile himfelf to an offence of this fort, will, with equal facility, juftify his impofitions on
-the fair trader, as well as the innacent cuftomer,. and by exacting duties from the confumer, which
.he has never paid, he deceives himfelf with the hope of fpeedily mcxeaﬁng his fortune by dithoncft
and difthonorable means. Thisman feldomﬁops in his career, until he has ruined both charatter
.and reputation ; perjury, and fubornation of perjury, are crimes which he cannot avoid, and it be-
comes a neceffary confequence that, by bribery, (or, perhaps, worfe means) he is obliged to corrupt
:the principles of all thofe whom he employs ; he {oon acquires 2 degree of depravity that {ets the
- Laws of God and Man at defiance, and ia time he has recourfe to violence which too often clofes
the fcene with murder, robhery, and the whole catalogue of capital felonics. No perfon who has
been long acquainted with America.can be ignorant of the evil confequences which fmuggling has
sproduced.  Britifh fubjeéts have lefs excufe than any other people for crimes of this fort. Under
.the Britith Conflitution, the revenueis provided by Laws, .in the farmation of which the people
claim-an alinolt exclufive right ; he thercfore who holds the prlvxlcgrcs we enjoy as  Britifh Sub-
]C&o in eftimation, is bound not only to obey the Law himfelf, but it is his duty by every exertion
in his power to compel others to obferve the fame rule. No reafoning, however fpecious,
thould be admitted as an excufe, whether the Law s good or bad, convenient or inconvenient,
.all the King’s Subjects are bound to pay abedience to it ; remembering always that they had .a
fhare in making it, and that whatever may be the evil confequences of its operation, they muft be
:trifling when compared to the mifchiefs that would certainly follow the open andavowed difregard
of an exifting Law. Jtis the lot of the wifeft and beft of us to err, and the wifdom of our
:Conftitution, contemplating the imperfetion of human underftanding, has made ample provifion’
for corre@ing. the errovs of its Legiflature, by the frequent aflembling of that omnipotent power,
which precludes .the pofiibility of any great or material evil refulting from an unwife or
improvident Law, as the repeal of it would neceflarily and fpeedily follow the difcovery .of
sit’s inconvenience. I hope it will not be confidered improper in me, here to :obferve, that
.an opinion has been too prevalent in Amecrica, that the power .of Government Jhould be as
little felt as poflible in a new country; this has caufed the maxim of not governing too
inuch to be abufed, and has produced the politive fault of governing too little.  If I may be
allowed, I will afk the queftion, whether any man can believe that the child which has never
been compelled to yicld to the authority of a parent during ‘his minority, will fubmit to be  go-
werned by a father’s will after he fhall attain the age of maturity ? oris it neceffary I “fhould
undertake to convincea ratignal being of the wickednefs of the opinion which has been zealoully
h;;gntendcd for by modern philofophers, that a man in hisinfant ftate, {hould be hught nothing
but what his veafon can comprchcnd and fhould be left until he attains his matuuty without the
influence



