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the wishes of their eniployvers. There may. trom Essex had treated this measure.  That with the privilege of demanding a jury of six
therefore, be rome reason for adopting the ventleman had been in parliment tor @ con- freeholders, and with the power of appealing
vote by ballot in those countries. but | deny siderable time and must be considered to be from the decison of the commissioners to the
that this applies to Canada. The j ractice";u‘qumnted with parliamentary usages, but Quarter Sessions or District Court. With
ie not British—1tis anti-Britizh ; and | liment when he reads a L'vrnre to hon. members in'these amendments the present law will be
exceedingly that the measure should have this house. he must remember that those quite sufficient for all useful purposes, less ex-
been introduced into this house by a coun- who live in glass houses should Not throw pensive, more expeditious. 1 hope hon. gen-
t n ot my own. Viewing it in this light stones. [A laugh.] If he [ Mr. Durand]temen will seriously retlect before they at-
as anti-British, and as being inapplicable to.were to consult hix own feelings he would at tempt to introduce a new law, which, in its
this country, 1 will not allow any part of the once sav, he wax not in favor of the vote by operation, will be at all events doubtful -
bill to be adopted with my concurrence. 1 ballot, [hear. hear |, because he did not be- (hear, hear,) in the place of one which is now
look upon it as an insult to the freeholders of lieve that any thing would influence him in 1 may say, in full operation. (Hear, hear.)
Upper Canada. 1 will theretore move that' giving his vote. He had sufficient com-. Mr. Dura~bp said he looked upon this mea-
the committee rise. mand over himself. [Hear, hear, order, 2o sure as one of that magnitude which should
Mr. Price rose and said it was nothixin-on.] But there were people who were dif- yot be passed hastily. He was satisfied there
tention to detain the committee with any ferently situated. IIe knew perfectly well had been many complaints with regard to the
lengthy remarks; he was called up however,that influence was exercised, and that not Court of Requests, and there was no doubt
by the remarks of his friend and countryman on the right side either. {Hear, hear. ) He that it required alteration, but to change the
the hon. and learned gentleman from Essex.' was pertectly awure that at the Iate elee- whole systemn at once he thought would be
who states that the system of voting by bal- tion larze sums of money had been Laid outj extremnely injudicious. He wax satisfied that
lot is anti-British. It is a matter of little where they come from hgdaas unable to say. it was not the sort_of measure which would
c uence to this committee whether it be [A laugh.] A good d chicanery had give satisfaction to'the country.
Anti-British, if it be calculated to secure the been used, and no doubt other tricks would: Mr. MorraTT said this is a ineasure which
rights of British subjects; and it is a singu- still be rexorted to. (Cries of “question.”) 1 gentlemen from that part of the province from
lar mode of reasoning to say that is anti-Brit- am not guing to be tedious, I =hall forcgo which I came, can have no particular interest
ish when in almost every institution in Eng-'my own feelings and vote tn favor of the in, heyond a desire tu see a measure adopted
land, it is no use exceptin the election ofbill, because I think it absolutely required iwhich will meet the wishes of hon. members
members of Parliament; and even in_thel  The question was then taken for the com- Whorepresent the Upper portion of the pro-
eloctions of the Scotch and Irish Peers it is mitte to rise, which whs carried. Yeas 25.vince, where the law is ntended to be ap-
g‘lcueed, and io choosing committees in the |\ gy 20. applied, and [ have, therefore, waited to see
ritish house of Commonsit is also practic-| ° what the feelings would be on the part Upper
ed. Now this being the case it cannot be, ‘Canada members respecting it.  Upon the de-
80 anti-British if members were to be cision which touk place at the second reading, .
elected in the same way. With regard to .only five members had stood up against it; he
individuals not having the moral courage to [Mr. Moftatt] was led to conclude therefore,
eome up to the polls and vote openly, that| The order of the day for the third reading that it was not altogether so unpopular a
is evidence of cowardice on the part of vo- of the bill introduced by the Hon. Mr. Draper, measure as some hon. gentlemen would en-
ters. But will not hon. members admit that amending the law relating to the Courts of deavour to represent.
there are both direct and indirect causes Requests, having been read, Mr. Barpwiy said he would vote for the
which influence voters, and which in many; Mr. MerrITT moved certain amendments bil'; if for no other reason at least for this, that
eases compel them to vote against their con-jto the provisions of the bill. 'by this means they should get rid of upwards |
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science? He [Mr. Price] would put the
- case of a man of family perfectly independ-
m his own mind, put somewhat embar-

as many people are, and that the
sherifl has an execution hax;ging over his
head without exercising any other than the

Mr. THORBURY, in seconding this motiou,fof one thousand commissioners, sixty per cent
raid he would state the reasons why he was or two-thirds of whom are altogether unfit for
opposed to the bill in its present shape. In'the responsible situation in which they are
the first place the bill is calculated to effect a placed. Whether ét be attributable to im-
.complete revoluiion in the law relating to'proper appointments or not, persons have no
these small courts, which have always been confidence in these courts; they will not go

legltinat:vaower which he poeseses, yet the emphatically styled the poor man’s court; it'to them becau-e they cannot expect t reeeive
very kmowiedge, that he has the power of takes away the power of adjudicating from the justice. He would support this bill beeause
putting him to great inconvenience will op- commissioners and places it in the hands of he believed the principle ugon which it was
erate materially upon the vote he gives.lone man in each district; it changes the time founded was better calculated to promote
This of itself is a sufficient consideration to'for holding these Courts, making the intervals justice; but he did not m approve of
induce this house to adopt some mode of between its sittings two months instead of a some of its details, such as ing the court
relief for those who have the misfortune to fortnight, as formerly, and making the divi-jonly once in two months. These details,
be similarly situated, and the number is not sions extend to the limits of each township, however, could be amended either now or
small. At the election of the city of Toron- which will compel suitors in many cases to hereafter, whenever it might be found ad-
to the sheriff was himself a candidate in op-|travel twenty and twenty-five miles. Business visable.
position to his hon.friend who originated this' will accumulate within the two months suf-. Mr. Vicer said when a measure of this
' measure, and although he [Mr. Price] had ficient to keep the court sitting for three or description was pro in Lower Canada he
not sed that the sheriffhad not ex- four days, and under such circumstances, how had set his face against it, but he had Been in
i is power unlawfully to influence is the poor man to obtain the recovery of his a minority on that occasion. He had, how-
his voters, yet the very coneciousness thatsmall demands? he is comg letely deprived of cver, in some degree changed his mind with
he that power, was in his opinionijustice! this will be the eflect of the bill. It regard to it. The longer the system went on
ient to eperate injuriously, whereas if is absurd to suppose that a man can go a dis- the more he had reason to believe that the
the vote by ballot had been establishedjtance of twenty miles to attend one of these people were satisfied with it as being a cheap
every man might have voted according to|courts, and remain three or four days, for the and expeditious remedy for the recovery of
his conscience. Many elections he [Mr.recovery of a small demand. The expense small debts. It would seem, however, that
Price] fully believed had been carried in this would be greater than the debt; he is, there-'the people of this part of the Province are de-
province contrary to the wishes of ¢ge peo-\fore, virtually depnived of justice. The people sirous of adopting a new measure, at least a
ple, [hear, hear], from the very circum-have no desire for such a change, as their pe- majority of their representatives are so, and
stance of this desirable method of voting not|titions are coming to this house upon this sub- this being the case, and as the law is only to
having been adopted. It is a measure which i'ect remonstrating against the passing of a be a temporary one, I shall of course offer no
is absolutely necessary to the liberty of the law of this kind. They are perfectly satisfied opposition to it. _
subject. ear, hear.] There is a feeling;with the system as itis at present. It may: R;r. MEeRRITT said he was really surprised
throughout Canada which is disgusting and;perhaps be capable of some slight improve- at the apathy which seemed to prevail re-
infamous, there are persons prowling about' ment, such as this amendment would have garding this subject. He was completely as-
through the length and breadth of the land, the effect of giving to it.  But I think it is a tonished at the reasons assigned by the hon.
denouncing as rebels those who oppose the dangerous matter for the legislature to force gentleman from the city of Montreal, and the
. government. [Hear. hear.] If we are toa law upon them contrary to their desire, al- hon. and vencrable member from Richelieu, for
g: coerced in this way and “threatened withithough it may be a better law : it mav be supporting the measure, that because a ma-
club law, we might as well i;we up the idea perfectly equitable and just in its provisions ; jority appears to be in favor of it they will go
of responsible government altogether. hear,fgut this is not the question, (hear, hear), the with that majority. Those hon. gentleman
hear), or any other government. [Hear. main point is, do the people require it?— say, we are not by any means satisfied oyr-
hear. (Hear, hear.) The effect of this amendment selves of the beneficial results to be.cxp.ectvd
Mr. Duranp said hé must confess he was will be to extend the jurisdiction of the com- from this measure, but if you desire 1t we
surpriced at the summary and cavalier man- missioners to twelve pounds ten shillings, (and will sustain you. Those hon. gentlemen are
mer in which thelearned and hon. gentleman in case« of eonfession of judgment to £25) no doubt aware that there are upwards ol




