
visitor asked Spurgeon the secret of Iiis stccess, bis quiet, humble, rovcrent,
trutbfui answer was, "1? bave a people who pray inucli for nie."

Nover bave 1 see.- a people so wiling, generous, considerato, affection-
ato, for an activity so0 widespread and univorsal ; nover a clîurch go
primitive and apostolie. ]3eyond baptism by immersion, thero is nothing
which rnight not ho cornmon te the niost dovout ovangplical bolievers every-

Sre. If anything could bo suggestod as an improvement in the adminis-
tration of this cburch-any Change wliieh ivould n2ake, it seern neai or the
apostolic pattern, it would ho to tbrow ail pews absolutely open to ail corners
and trust to voluntary offerings for the support of the Ininister and the
supply of current expenses. This ruatter bias been considercd, but many
fear that "'froe pews" wvould ho appropriated hy se xnany now attending
Othe-, places of worship that non-churchgoers woffld be practically exoludod,
and such think that a moderato rentai. secures a more miscellaneous attend-
ancoe. Ujpon this 1 prefer flot te retreat frorn opinions long beld, that the
onaly -right and best way is God's way, and that there is no foundation
in the Aets of the Aposties for any pew-sale or pew-rentai. Yet fairness
compols me to concede and to confess that strangers have niways a cordial
welcorne a-ad dIo feel at bomne, and that the " atmaos;phere" of the Taber-
nacle repeis ne one and mnal-es ne wvorshipper consojous of restraint or con-
striit.

At the time of Mr. Spurgoon's decoase, in January last. it was prophe-
sicd by many that the whole ohurcb, like a sheaf whose bond is removed,
would Lali apart ; 'but UP te, this time the audiences continue as large as ever,
and there is ne decline of intercst apparent ; wvhilo the contributions for
current expenses and the offerings for benevolent work bave rather increased
than diminished-a practical proof that whena the Gospel is faithfuily

preacbed «and the Christian life is sedulousiy cultivated, thore is created an
eiprit du corps that reiflains as a permanent bond of union and is the
sbidingy secret of vitaiity and activity, even 'when se great a preacher and
pastor is forever withdrawn.

To conclude, if it ho askced what is the secret of tho succesa attained in this
chuarcb, which nmal-es it pre-emainent, porhaps above ail others, it seemns to me
that this secret lies mainly in two, things : First, that thero bas nover been any-
thing couutenanced hore but the simple preaching of the Gospel, unheraldod
by sensational announicements and advortisenients, and unmaixcd with wvorldly
leaven ; and, secondly, that from the first there has been set up and heid
np hiere thle simplest, purest type of apostolie Nvorship. iindrances either
te the Gospel's power or the Spirit>s, worldng bave been practically reduccd
to a minimum. No xieedless rites or cerenionies bave bore surrounided the
administration of ordinanees and sacrainents. IBeyond the decency and
deconi of the service of worship, art bias ne place, aud there is nothing
to intorfere with the exaltation of the Lord alone in the eyos of ail mon, in

is biouge.
Why xnay not ail that !a essential, in this church life bc repeuted in any
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