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the Government have been wise in acting cautiously in this matter and i
THEHR CRITIC. requiring some guarantce that the whole community will reap the advantag
LB nuy reductions they may make.

The future greatnese of this Dominion deprods upun the developement
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RECIPROCITY WITH JAMAICA.

The hearly reception accorded the delegates from Jamaica by the busi-
ness men in the principal citics of the Dominion, gives promise that some
definite action will be taken by the Dominion goverament, with respect to
reciprocal trade relations with the Island. At tie present timo, Canadian
exporters control about one fourth of the trade of Jamaica, and as the pre-
sent cc ion o ian products by the peoplo of Jamaica weuld,
ia all pmbali;ility be trebled, were the proposals of the delegates agreed

of the people of Canada to have these proposals raufied. The present
population of Jamaica, consisting of abiut Goo,000 snuls, are suffering from
the restrictions of a tarifl, by which the price of the uccessaries of life is
raised so as practically to hindicop productive labor.  The duty of cight
shillngs per barrel upon flour prevents the negroes from purchasing the
quality and the quantity of that staple, which they would undoubtedly do,
Werc its cost not so great, and its removal would have a diract b:neficial
influence upon the trade of Canadian flour dealcrs.  The raufication of the
agreement would, however, diminish our Custom’s Revenue by upwards of
$§600 ooo annually, which decrease would have to bo made up by increased

. dutics upon other articles, and should a similar treaty be made with British
Guiana and the remaining Islands of the West Indies, a further loss
revenue of §2,400,000 would be entailed, making m all about £3,000,000,
about one tenth of the yearly revenue of Canada. If,.in obtaining for
Canada the privileges of extended trade relations with the West Indies,
the government can secure for the Domini a parative poly
of the trade of the British West Indies, the loss of revenuewould 1n a
short time be more than counterbalanced by the increased purchasing
power of the people, consequent upon the revival of business,
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THE ST. LAWRENCE CANAL TOLLS,

The immensity of Canadian lake and river navigatios, and its importance
1o the commercial prosperity of the Upper Provinces, is patent to anyone
who has spent even a fow hours among the quays of Montreal. In order to
build up thus commerce, about tw nty million dollars have been expended
in canals, while many other millious have gono to construct the miles of
wharfs which line the banks of the St. Lawrence, to erect elevators, or to
build flcets of tugs, barges, and steamers for the forwarding of gmin. It is no
wonder, then, that the business men of Montreal and the owners of lake
vessels should feel alarmed just now at the condition and prospects of the
carrying trade. Boston, New York, Baltimore, and Philadelphia, take away
from the Montreal route 2 large share of the grain produced in the North
Western States. The alleged cause of this is that the price of grain sent
by the St. Lawrence route is increased by canal tolls and harbor dues, while
New York is favored by the absence of tolls on the Ene Canal, aud the
other American cities by the present railway war. A deputation from the
Montreal Board of Trade has urged upon Mr. Pope, Minister of Railways
and Canals, the advisability of reducing the tolls on the St. Lawrence canals.
Mr. Pope argued that the rates charged by forwarders, particularly those
between Kingston and Montreal, are unduly high. The forwarders offered to
reduce their charges three-cighths of a cent per bushel if canal tolls were
abolished and harbor dues reduced to one-eighth of a cent.  Mr. Pope
promised that the question should receive careful consideration, but warned
the deputation against expecting anything more than a temporary reduction,
Much controversy has already taken place on the subject, and, as might be
oxpected, the government has come in for a good share of abuse. Certainly
the case is a serious one and calls for special measures. ‘There are said to
be fifty barges lying idle at Kingston, while the vesscls on the Canadian
Takes are not paying expenses, But it is unreasonable for the forwarders,
whose interests are most directly involved, to expect all, or practically all,
of the salutory measures to come from the government,  They must them-
selves make a change in rates in order to divert trade again into the St.
Lawrence. That they can afford to do this appears unquestionable when
We compare the rates on the St Lawrence either with those on the lakes or
thoso on the Eric Canal.  Wheat is carried from Chicago to Kingaton,
Dearly 1,000 miles, for 33 cents per bushel not including canal tolls ; from
Kingston to Montreal, 180 miles, the freight is 23 cents a bushel, Again,
by the Erie Canal, wheat is carried 400 miles for 33 cents, or one cent more
than it costs to carry it 180 miles below Kingston, ~ This difference becomes
even more striking when we consider that on the Erjo Canal, the boats hold
only 8o0oo bushels and are drawn by horses, while on the St. Lawrence the
barges carry 20,000 bushels cach, and are towed by steam tugs. We may
be allowed to quote from the Montreal ZZerald on this subject :—m

“* Although we advocate doing away with the canal tolls and making the
harbor dues on grain exported as low as they can possibly be made, we can-
not be blind to the possibility that the Government may make reductions in
canal tolls and harbor dues with no other result than to add to the profits
of the forwarders. In view of this not by any means improbable result,

to b{thc government, there can be no doubt that it would be te the advantage i
1
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RELICS FROM SABLE ISLAND.

A few days ago we had the pleasure of an interview with the Rev. Wm.
Alnun Desbrisay who has been resident missionary upon Sable Island for
the past four years, laving returned but recently to Nova Scotia. Mr. Des-
brisay has brought home a most interesting collection of large pictures,
relics, old coins, cutriositics and mementocs,  In fact he has brought Sable
Liland 1o Halifax, and should he conclude to giveal in the city, his
illustrated chart will enable our citizens to obtain an sccurate knowledge of
that fur famed Island, without themselves going there, which no doult
would be preferible to many, ‘e Revd. gentleman was gratefully spoken
of here, in connection with the wreck of the lost Amsterdam, or. account of
the manzor in which he befriended the ship-wrecked passengers. Ile s in
tie front rank of all those who love works of mercy and self-sacrifice, and
while others at home have prayed for  those in petil on the sca,” he has
taken them in his care and given them food and shelter. Mr. Desbrisay has
abored hard to promote the spiritual weliaro of the forty souls upon Sable
Ixland, and has likewite given instraction to the children in the schools, of
which there are three in number,with anaggregate attendance of twent pupils,
the Rev. gentleman spending four months of the gcarat cach of the threo ata.
tions upon the Island. Amang the coins found by him may be mentioned &
copper coin having upon it the head of Heary VI, King of England and
France, coined before Columbus discovered America, A silver coin of
Louis XIII, date obliterated, probable date about 1610, The famous Car-
dinal Richilicu was then at the height of his power. A copper coin worn
smooth by the action of the waves, the stamp and date being completely
obliterated. ~ A Spanish Pistorine, upon which is stamped a representation
of the head of King Philip IL = A Pie-tree shilling, from the old Puri-
tan colony of Massachussetts, dated 1652, 31 ycars afier the arrival of the
Mayflower. ~ A Erench copper coin of Touis XVI. A copper coin of the
old Republic of France, Small gold Portuguese coin of 1724, A hasp of
i trunk taken from the wreck of the Princess Amniclia, 1803, likewise old
military buttons from same wreck. A brass button stampod Nova Scotian
Provincials, The Nova Scotizn Provincials, it will be remembered, took

art in the siege of Louisburg. Relics from wreck of Princess Amclia,
Including old keys, dinuer forks and other articles. Silver desert knives
takea from the wreck of the squadron of the Duke D'Aavilie, This
squadron was sent out by France to recapture Louisburg. A small and odd-
looking hatchet found buried in the timbers of Smoky Hut, It was in this
hut that Licut? Torrance declares that he saw the ghost of Mrs. Copeland.

We have devoted space to the enumeration of a few of the relics and
coins found by the Revd, Mr. Desbrisay, knowing the widespread interest
that all Nova Scotians have in anything which relates to Sable Island, the
We trust that Mr. Desbrisay's collection of
all parts of the Province, and have no doubt
made glad by the sight of

grave-yard of the Atlantic.
<uriasities will be exhibited in
tlhat the heart of many an antiquarian would bs
them.
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General Gordon was & true philanthropis’, a true lover of mankind ; and
the wide-spread sorrow which was uaiversally manifested at the time of his
death was quite as much a tribute to his noble characteristics as it was an
expression of grief at his untimely death, Gordon loved the poor, and the
children of the poor, and he cver strove to better their condition. His
Iriends and admirers in England have determined to establish a Military
Training-Camp for boys, as a memorial of the heroism and virtues of the
Hero of Khartount. Gordon himself anticipated founding such a school
48 the one now being foumed, and the memorialers in thus carrying out his
original design are goubly honouring the hero. The Gordon Boys' Camp
will doubtless prepare many a lad for a useful life in the military service of
his country, and save many from lives of idlencss and vice,. The Industrial
School of "Halifax is doing a similar work among the refractory youths of
this city, and its claim to the liberal support of tae public is beyond
question, .

The people of Spain are panic stricken owing to the spread of cholera
in_their midst, and the experiment of inoculating for the prevention of
this dread scourge has met with frantic o pocition. “The Spaniard of to-day
has more faith in the efficacy of mysticaF charms than he has in the pro-
mulgation of scientific truth, or in the demonstration of the success or
fatlure of an experiment. Many of the leading modical men of Spain
beliove that inoculation would be quite as sure a preventive of cholern
23 of small-pox ; there is, however, this difference : as small-pox rarely
altacks the same’ person more than once, forestalling it by inoculation or

ination app o be ble; but h beings may be affected by
cholera several times, and therefore the forestalling of it by inoculation
would appear to be useless,

The United States authorities have determined to establish a strict
quarantine along the boundary line in order to prevent the spread of
small-pox. This discase now being somewhat prevalent in the Province of
Quebec, Canada should likewise insist upon placing in quarantine the host
of American tramps, who during the summer months cross the border in
order to enjoy the cool and refreshing breezes, and at the same time

impose upon the credulity and generosity of a liberal and kind-hearted
people.  Reciprocity in small-pox is certainly undesirable, but jug-handled
free trade-in tramps is likewise unpleasant,



