
T iALES OF OLIR VILL8AGE.35

Lt was a dreary position for tho youing womnan; and lîighly repreirensible
were tire parents wlio sentcnced lier to sueh a fate. Bittcrly did tlrey after.
wards repent it, wbeni sorrow was too late to remedy their child's condition, or
to restore ber ta freedomn.

B - was also much ta be pitied ; he had hoped for a friend and comfort.
er in taking a wife, and lie bad been griovously disappointed. The roughost
nature lias always sonie spot accessible ta the sunshine. The grrarled bark of
the mont rugged trec woos winningly the vine to roat upon its barsb places;
a :nd so it is with huinan nature. Peasant or Prince ycarns for something to,
love him ; and rude as the hcart or untutorod. as the inid inay ho, thero is stili
sonie loopholo that romains f'or a boum of kidnesss to enter by.

Thus it wvas that poor B- doubtless had felt, and the blightingr of ail Lis
Ihopes was bard to heur. Lt was sad ta sec the oniy being ho bad sought te

love hlm, turil away in aversion, and thwart instw il of pIems him. Though in
low and unrefined life, it was stili another proof of the wretchedness of ili.
assorted. nmrringes, be thoy from dissirnilarity of ugo, feeling or affection.

At last the young woinan could bear lier condition no longer; and her parents,
moved by ber ontreaties, consented to make the last roparation in their power,
and take, ber again, with ber infant boy, ta their own borne. B- shewed
ne unwillingness now ta consent to their proposai; ho wuis cither wearied, of her,
or the constant ropetition of annoyance and discord. She wont froni the borne
he hud prepared for bier, leaving no relie of lier presence, flot evon his boy, who
nriight bave been ' a spirit te soften and te bless ;' and ho was left alone-wifc-
less-hildless. WVc scout te realize and dceply sympathize with Lord Byrons
desolate condition, when he speaks of standing 1 with ail bis household, gods
shivcred around bim,' and yet this poor Germian pensant was equally desolate
and aggrieved. The one was a peer and a poet, among the loftiest and most
gifted, of rnankind; the other ivus a labourer and a clod, duil and dark in mind,
and yct by that ' one touch of nature that makes the whole ivorld Lin,' tbe
peer and the peasant wvere reducecl te the saine level. Thos who were bis
own to chorish. and love, and whose right it was to bestow the saine good offices
for hlm, hadl gone eut from bis threshold, and ho saw thema no more.

No one knew how ho feit or what he thought, for ho wrapped himself in
unsocial and gloomy silence : ail were unwilling to molest or annoy him. But
the change made a deep impression on hlm, notwithstanding, and the kindly
emotions that may have slept within hlm were sealed and buried forever.

R1e soon announced bis intention of seiling bis farm and leaving the country.
He, howcver, told none of bis plans, furtber than was necessary to their advance-
ment. lie dispoeed of bis farmn and left the place of bis childhood, anmd scene
of bis domostie unhappiness. Though lis neighbours were unacquainted with
bis movements, it was te ' Our VMlage ' that his course was bent, many miles
away fromn the place cf bis nativiity,-to commence life anew, and set the worla,


