
The Parable of the Two Sons

days. In this story the father stili reteins
the chief authority river hie estate. Hie
living; lande and fiocks and herds. Not
many days aller. Ho had alceady made up
hie mind what to do. Gathered ail together;
and su, had nn further dlaima on the home
when hie finally quitted it. Far counitry;
beyond reach of the restreints of home.
Wasted hie substance; scattered hie wealth
inalldirections. Rintsue liiing; debaucbery:
literally, living an recklessly, that lie was
apparently paut uaving.

Vs. 14-16. A mighhi /amine; flot uncommon
in Palestine, Acte il : 28. The prodigel's
want was alun spiritual, Amnos 8 :11. Joined
himei/, etc.; practically became a slave.
A citizen; ovidently sot a Jew, for he sent
hirn inio hi# fields Io leed morine. The occu-
pation was most loathsome to a Jew (soc
Lev. Il : 7). It shows linw far hie had talles.
Hueke; pods of the carob ires, a kind of Incust
(ses illustration, HOME STUOY QUARTERLY).
Trhis was uwine's food. Na mans gace. Pity
otten dies in famine, when each bli ttle
enough for himself.

IL The Rome-ooming, 17-914.
Vu. 17-19. Whees he camne ta himei. He

began to think who lie was. The trus self
is always fout in a fle of selflulinesu, ch. 9 :24.
To regain self-respect le the flcst stop up-
wardu. Hose many. ecrvanse, etc. 'What
a rich home 1 left 1" The firsi step in re-
pentance is to think with desire of hia fatherla
home. And 1; the son of a father whn hadl
gives me such love. 1 soili arise and go.
Tlrue repentance issues in imimediate action.
Ta my Maher. He knows ennugh of him to
be sure that hoe will flot lio utterly disowsed.
I hae inned. Hard to say; but tar botter 10
uay it, thas to peni is pride, too foolieli to
ows to having dons wrong. No excuse, no
dlaim, nothing but the simple hard tact of @in,
and no refuge but in the fathersg mercy.
Against heaeen, and be/are thee. Heaven here
standu for God. Every @in le ugaist heaven
first (ses, Ps. 51 : 4), whatever wns it may
have caueed, whatever injury it may have
inflicted. No more seorihy. He lia neither
dlaim to, nor fttness for, a son's place; hoe
scarce dares auk for a servantsa.

Vs. 20-22. l'et a greai seay off. On the

first sigo of his retucn, the fiitler is reudy
to receivo. Hod compassion. Not justice,
but love, provides tIse receptiosi. Ras, andi
/ell on hie neck. Note the father's eagorscee.
Cod does flot hate the siffler, Ezek. 33 : 11.
Kised; tesîdecly or fervesîsly. J.at 5cr, 1 hase
sinned, etc. 'l'le son is trsO to his purpose,
and repeets aIl but the re.îuest te. le mae
a hired servant. After tlie warmth of his
tatheres ielcome hie heert telle lus5 thaI soi-h
a requcet would ho out of place. Or perhape
the father's reply eut him short. I/cincq /orth
quirkly (ltov. Ver.). 'Ihat reply i.s to 1usd hini
witb honor; flot torgivesees alose, but a joy-
oua restorution. I/est robe. I liese tattered
garmonte hido hie truc sonslîip. On seith hie
proper germenîs, the robe tit will hosor
him moot, qîîick 1" Ring; a eignet ring, the
sigs of auîliny as a son: nol onîy for wer-
ing, but for seaîiuîg doumunents. She8.
Slaves seent barefool.

Vs. 23, 24. The /atted ca/i. alsveys kept
ready in prime condition for any great ocre-
sion. Son urne dead; te ail intente and pur-
poses, so fer as thie fether was concernoed.
Was loot; out of siglît for yeurs, thougli nover
out of mi. Began La be mes-ry. A great
welcome for ose who lied come homne, as lie
thouglit, in deep dimgrace.

III. The Angry Brother, 95-39.

Vs. 25-32. In thc fil/d ; faithful as usuel
in aIl huis dutica. .4sked, etc.; offended be-
cause lie lied flot been consiîlted as to sucli
a toast. Thy brother is corne. Thie should
have heen, in hie eyem, a sufficient reason for
the feasting. Angry. Almost unintolligiule;
and yot this was tîîe attitude of masy self-
rigliteous Jews, when tlîey saw the good nova
of t hogospel offered to, ansI accepted by, publi-
cana and sinners. Serre t/see. ncier trans-
gressed (11ev. Ver.); rather e soîf-rigliteous
dlaim to the performance of duty. Ki/led. .
the laUed cal/,- as thougli rejoicing more in the
prodigal, then in the ose who lied alweye
dons hie duty. Son, thou art cci- soi/h me;
as loving e welcome for the eider son, in itu
way, as for the prodigal. Il ivas meet. The
elder son is as dear as ever, even thoogh, et
the moment of the prodigal's return, the
father's heert overhlows with jo>' - this
unexpected pleasure.
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