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The Grading of Wool

The official grading of woo |
a wonderful effect improving fhc“
quality, and preparation of Canadian|
wool for market. It is a well-known|

fact that not so many years ago Can-|

n

adian wool was held in poor csteem |
abroad owing to its coarseness and |
deficiency in purity. Now this i
largely remedied, and wool from this|
country is able to compete in some
measure with the best wool from New
Zealand and Australia and to com-’
mand as good a price. During the war
the demand for weol was enormous,
and prices naturally soared very high.
Now they have dropped to some ex-
tent ia every market, but there is
abundant evidence that with the re-!
turn of settled and normal conditions|
prices will be found remunerative und‘
fluctuation considerably checked. The|
valuable work done by the official|
graders is testified to by the fact that
the demand for Canadian wool has
been greatly inereased. Their task is}
hard and exacting. Its extent is de-|
noted by the fact that for the year
ending March 381, 1920, 3,788,138
pounds were graded for farmers’ co-
operative organizations, Of this am-
ount 9 pounds were from On-|
tario pounds from Saskat-|
chewan and 1,462.161 pounds from Al-|
berta. The system has undoubtedly
given stability to the wool industry
and le n increase of sheep breed-
ing, a of an improved quality.
Joals s prices and encourages
farmers to take greater care of and
more pride in their flocks. * Grading,
after all, is only one step that has,
been taken to develop the wool in-
dustry. Exhibits have been made at
home and abroad. In Canada displays
were made at all the leading fairs. |
In ten western exhibitions there were|
shown the grades of processes
of man cture ¢f hoth wool and mo-|
hair, a fi kine of
end samples of
sheep. In
primer ext
were given in the preparation of wool
for market, shearing, grading of wool
and dipping. Stationary wool exhibits |
dave been supplied to the agricultural |
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wool,

shepherd's supplies
the be feeds for
the cast at «everal of {hs

tions  demonstrations

colleges and placed on view in mu-|tario, British Columbia, Prince Ed- began to follow their example.

seums. Demonstrations have further
been made by experts in the finishing |

of sheep and lambe for the market |berta, British Columbia, Quebee, Sas-| ant” has become & eommon saying in
fn docking and dipping, in shipping, | katchewan, Prince Edward Island, the world.

and in the care of sheep generally, |
both on the farm and in transit

The Apple-Growing Industry.

| placed by the British Government and his nest. They were friendiy
'8 hu:l1 the lack of exportation facilities due ghiftless flies.

to the demands of the war, trans-
oceanic shipping was entirely at a
standstill for such commodities. As a
consequence of this and because of

| other discouragements orchards suf-|perpetually up to mischief;

fered greatly. In addition, during two
and scab developed to such an extent
as to reduce the vitality of the trees.
Vigorous offorts are now being made
to remedy this state of things. Meet-
ing are being held in the various
apple-growing districts, conducted in
co-operation by provincial and Domin-
ion authorities, at which demonstra-
tions are given in the proper methods
of pruning, spraying, grading, packing
and shipping. Organization and co-
operation for marketing purposes are
being urged.- As a result of these
efforts, officials feel warranted in say-
ing that apple-growers have
reason to feel optimistic as to the fu-
ture. It is also said that altfough
prices for many agricultural products
have declined, the price for the best

quality of apples has not fallen, nor is!
{ it likely to do so owing to the fact
that production, even under 1‘:1\'01&1-1)1(-l
{ conditions, is not greater to-day than
| it was a quarter of a century ago, and |

cannot be materially increased for

some years to come.

Provincial Butter-Making Standing.
Ontario.does not appear to stand

extra well as regards butter-making|

compared with other provinces. Dur-
ing the past year or two Dominion-
wide contests have been held with the
objects of establishing a uniform type
of creamery butter throughout the
country, to create a healthy rivalry
between the provinces, and to help in
the standardizing of methods and

| practice in the butter-making indus-

try. As a result in these contests,
Ontario stood last of all the provinces
for flavor in 1919 and sixth in 1920,

For workmanship, Ontario again
stood last in 1919 and e'ghth in 1920,
The standing of the provinces last
year was like this:

For flavor: Alberta, Quebec, Nova
Scotia, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, On-

ward Island, New Brunswick.
For workmanship: Nova Scotia, Al-

New Brunswick, Ontario, Manitoba.
Samples from the contests are ex-
hibited at the dairymen’s conventions
in every province of the Dominion, at
the dairy schools, at produce mer-

every |

The Children’s Hour.

Some say that the ants were not
always indvstrious, They spent their
days wortying their neighbors and|
| were always in trouble because of their
| idleness. They lanughed at the bee be-!
| cause he worked so hard at making|
| honey, at the spider because he worked !
[so hard over his weh. and at the bird|
| because he worked so hard in mnking:‘
with the|
{ The laziest of all the ants was
young ant named Bill. There was a
certain little fly named Jack, who was|
even lazier than Bill. The two were
no one
ol

|
al
ol
.

had ever known either of them to d

js| seasons the wecather was unfavorable anything worth while. |

One day Jack and Bill met a bee on|
| his way to gather honey. They stop-|
ped the bee and asked him to plny!
hide and seek with them among the|
flowers.
| “No,” said the bee; “winter will soon
be coming, and I have no time to
waste.”

He hurried off, and Jack and Bill
went to hunt up the spider. The spider
was spinning his web. The two friends
were afraid to go near his house, but
they stood a short distance away and
made fun of him.

“Why do you not work ?” the gpider
said. “Where will you get your din-
ner to-day? I know; you will steal
honey from the bee.”

Jack and Bill 'laughed and went
away. At a turn in the path they met
a robin who was hunting food for his
little ones. The robin flew down to the
ground. “Now I have caught you!” he
cried. “You are so useless and harm-
ful that I am going to feed you to
my little birds. That's what I'm go-
ing to do!”

Seizing Jack and Bill he flew off to
his nest. As he dropped Jack into
the big mouth of & young bird Bill
tumbled to the ground. He was so
much frightened that he ran home as

fast as his little legs could carry him.

When he reached home he cried, “O|
| mother, Jack has been eaten up by al
| robin, and I was nearly eaten up, too!
If we do not build us a house, the mhinl
will catch us all. - We ought to work,|
anyway, like the rest of the world.”|

Bill trembled with earnestness; he|
| had learned a great lesson in a short|
time.

“Let us start right now,” replied his
mother. “We will build us a house
| and store up food for the winter.”
| That very moment they began. to
| earry out their resolve, And all their
| ant neighbors, seeing them so busy,

From that day to this ants have|
worked so hard that “as busy as an

1 —_—
Canada’s Healthy Live Stock.

| The report of the Veterinary
Director-General recently issued cov-|

One industry that suffered owing to|chants’ conferences, at butter graders' | €T® two years, the first part for the|

the war was that of.apple-growing. | conferences and during butter-scoring | Year ending March 31, 1919, and the

Owing to the embargo on apph‘wl

competitions.

CPouinPs |

One of the best schemes to discour-
age broodiness, widely used and in-
dorsed by the foremost authorities,
#o place the broody hen in a coop that
is fitted with a slatted bottom. The hen
s unable to squat in a comfortable po-|
sition, because her feet prutrude;
through the openings between thel
slats. She has no sense of privacy or|
security, and the sensation of currents|
of air her is not to her hkmy!
Two or three days of this harmless|
pillory usually disgusts her with the
wotion of setting, and when released|
she is only too anxious to rejoin her)
eompanions in the laying house ‘

It is understéod that food and water
are kept in the coop at all times, for!
the “clucks” should be encouraged-to
wmaintain their physical trim and not

The coop should be kept

tilated place, under per
conditions, preferably
strong light, because
is distracting to the'
seeks a
spot in which to bring

under

|
|

2 therc
plenty of light
sitting hen,
dark, secluded
off ker brood
In  mild,

who _naturally

weather the
“broodics” turned into a yard
and made to sleep outdoors. Do what
you will with them to distract the in-
elination to sit, provided they arc not!
Injured, frightened or impaired in any
way. By al means feed and water
them liberally.

The chief consideration is to segre-
gate the hens as soon as they be-
come broody, if possible on the first
Mday. A hen removed from the nest
al this time is very much easier to
discourage than when she has been
eMlowed to indulge her fancy for a
week or more.

To insure getting the “bréodies” at
en early stage, the poultry keeper
tould make it a hard and fast rule
$0 go over the nests every evening

ut an hour before sundown, during
the spring and summer months, and to
remove therefrom any hens found at
$his time. Very few hens lay after
4 o'clock in the afternoon, consequent-
fy one is entitled to view with suspi-
eion any fowls found on the nests in
the evening.
&1

pleasant !
can be |

Don’t be afraid of think-
ing too highly of yourself,
for if the Creator made
you, you must have inherit-
ﬁ djvine, omnipotent possi-

itles, you must partake
of His qualities.

| posedly due.

Prepotency is the power which gives
a bull or cow the ability to stamp its

js| own characteristics on its offspring. be absolutely free from ailments in

The value of the pure-bred bull on the
grade herd rests in this ability to
mark thé calves and make them both
better lookers and better producers
than their mothers.

The gestation period of the cow is
nine and one-half months, or two hun-
dred and eighty days. Sometimes a
breeder figures it as nine months to
the day, and then worries because it
seems to run over a couple of weeks
and the calf is not born when sup-
For example, a cow bred
on_January 1 would be due about
November 8, not on November 1. The
date of calving is found by counting
forward the two hundred and eighty
days from the date of servic

Weakness in breeding stock is often
laid to inbreeding but facts prove that
the greatest progress in producing fine
cows has been by skilled men who
have used inbreeding. But such breed-
ers have known the blood lines of
their stock and they are thus able to
mate so that strong points will be
made stronger instead of weak points
made weaker, as is often the case
when breeding methods are careless.

An argument for fall freshening of
cows is the fact that summer is a busy
season on the farm and it is difficult
to give cows the best and most regu-
lar attention about harvest time. If

the milking work is reduced when the| the activities undertaken all over the| broilers is from the middle of Novem-| houses where the oyster shell hopper
work with crops is heaviest it is a| country which indicate the remarkable ber to the first of January. } € {
A marked increase | hatched in July are ready for market|is a rare find in such a house. Even if |

great help on the farm. Then the

cows can freshen in the fall whenis shown in the number of live stock|in October but usually this is a little| the hens make fair quality shells with- |
the weather is cooler and the field| inspected for exportation in the year, early for highest prices. Last summer

work less heavy,

il
Horses and Motors.

Of special interest both to farmers
and horsemen is the effect that motor
traction is having on the horse indus-
try.
tion is being made on the cornbelt
farmg with the object of finding out
to what extent the tractor has replaced
the horse. Enquiry has also been made
as to the disappearance of the horse
in cities and towns. Nothing in this
direction so far has been done in Can-
ada, but in the estimates at Ottawa
this year a small amount has been
voted to meet the cost of a similar in-
vestigation.. When completed the in-
formation received will undoubtedly
be of considerable public interest.

il ety

Specimens of the smallest pike in
the world, measuring scarcely two
inches in length, have reached London
from Singapore.

In the United States investiga-!

second part for the twelve months ter-
| minating March 31, 1920. The health|
| of Canada’s live stock during both|
!yc«rs is shown to have been highly|
| satisfactory. In fact, it is easy to be-|
| lieve that Canada is the healthiest|
:coumry in the world for all breeds of

live stock. No country can claim toi

its cattle, horses, sheep and swine any|

more than it can that every human|
! being is health-perfect. But Canada,|
| it is safe to assert, comes nearer to thej
ideal state than any other land. None|
of the epizootic diseases that cause
| most anxiety to sanitary officials,
such as foot and mouth diseases, cat-
!tle plague, and ' contagious pleuro-
pneumonia, are found within our bor-
ders. Diseases that do exist to a very
limited extent, such as glanders, hog
cholera, and cattle mange, the report
shows are being kept well under con-
| trol and are diminishing in numi»or;
year by year. Glanders is proven to
have existed only in northern Saskat-|
| chewan and Manitoba and in those
provinces extremely few cases are re-
ported. AN the outbreaks, the Veter-|
inary Director-General is able to state,
have been efficiently dealt with and
the digease eradicated. Where hog
cholera and cattle mange have appear-
!ed wvigorous action has immediately|
been taken, with the result that con-
tagion has been everywhere checked!|
and districts entirely cleared. Regard-|
| ing hog cholera, experience shows that !
. nearly all cases originate on premises
! where garbage is fed to the animals.
{ Cooking, if properly done, is stated|
[to be an effectual safeguard. ~Full|
| statistics are given in the report of |

! results achieved.

1919-20 compared with the prewvious|
year, the figures being 340,000 as com- |
pared with 100,000.
il i ctiiny

| The Dipping of Milch Cows.
! Experiments prove that the objec-
| tion of many stockmen to the dipping
of milch cows is not well founded, as|
they evidently can be dipped withoutl
affecting the secretion of milk to any
appreciable extent, During the dip-
ping of 87 cattle in the southern part
of Alberta for the prevention of
mange, careful records were kept for
two days preceding the dipping and
two days following. The total milk
produced was: First day, 8,128.4 ‘1bs.;
second day, 8,101.4 lbs.; third day, 8,
0561.9 lbs.; fourth day, 8,118.6 Ibs.
This shows the effegt an milk produac-
tion of the dipping in the official lime
. " Jution in the standied
cage vat at a temperature maintained
at from 110 deg. F. to 118 deg, F,

| In addition to animals, all exports and

| inspected.

| of cost.

The majority of our
people are many times
weaker in confidence than
any other faculty. A large
percentage of those who
are failures could have suc-
ceeded if this one quality
had been properly trained
and strengthened in their
| youth.
| ot

Matters of Agricultural
Moment.

Silver-black foxes are henceforth to
receive the benefit of registration. A
stud book has been opened at Ottawa,
wherein it is proposed to record the
best producing strains. Foxes which|
hitherto have been nameless except as!
regards species will now be (zivenj
names, and in the course of years will
come to have pedigrees, if not as long
as any other animal, at least as. cor-
rectly kept.

Under Dominion auspices, records
of performances are to be kept of the
best laying hens on a similar principle
to that governing the record of per-
formance of dairy cattle. Note will
also be kept of the best strains of male
birds.

The appointment of a woman Home |
Demonstrator to carry on household
science extension work in Peel county,
Ontario, is the first of the kind, and
is official recognition:- of the greatly

| extended sphere that women have en-

tered upon in rural life.

The advantage of summer fallowing
is abundantly proven in the Prairie
Provinces. Thirty years of trial with
the system—the fallowed:land being
first plowed before July 1, and culti-
vated as each crop of weed appears—
shows that it is a sure method of pre-
paring land to counteract the effect
of dry seasons to which some sections|
are subject.

It is interesting to note the great!
progress that has been made by the
system of inspection called into force!
under the Meat and Canned Foods Act
of 1907. At that time there were few-
er than gixty inspectors-employed with
28 establishments under inspection
and 1,079,698 slaughtered

animals |
pﬁs!ml upon in nineteen months. Dur—‘
ing the year ending March 31, 1920,

| & staff of 275 inspectors passed upon |

3,738,214 animals slaughtered in fifty
plants. These statistics show that Can-
ada’s dead meat trade has more than
increased fourfold in a dozen ycars‘}
imports of fruit and vegetables arel
|
The bulk of the apple crop in On-;
tario is graded and packed in the!
orchard and shipped as speedily as|
possible, there being no facilities for
storing and protecting the packed |
fruit against frost. On the other hand,|
in Nova Scotia and British Columbia, |
the other important apple-growing
provinces, the crop is usually hauled
to a packing house especially equipped
for the work to be done at a minimnm |
Selling agencies have also|
been established, and co-operation has
been brought into play between grow-
ers’ organizations and deglers.

———

The Coming Game Bird.

Young guinea fowl, weighing about|
two pounds each, are rapidly taking|
the place of wild game on the tables
of the exclusive. These birds are easy |
to raise, requiring but little care and |
feed after. reaching the age of one|
month. They are marketed at the age
of three months or earlier. The writer|
has received as high as $2.60 per pair|
and as low as $1.75, when the birds|
of two pounds.!
Poultry and commission houses in the
large cities buy them alive. If market- |
ed dead, the head and feathers are not
removed,

Usually hatch the
youngsters with common hens, confin-
ing the little birds closely for the first
few weeks. . Once the feathers get a
start, the birds may go.anywhere-with
out danger. Wet grass is fatal at the
start, but later they seem immune to
illness and hardship. As to feeding,
any program_which brings
with common chicks will find success
with guineas. During late summer and!
early fall the youngsters will pick up|
most of their feed from the fields.|
Usually the old guineas will adopt the!
young birds when they are about half
grown and will lead them over a wide
range. We have never lost a young
bird through hawks and foxes, as hus[
often been the case with the chickens. |

The best time to market guinea|

arrived at a weight

18 betler to

success

Birds

we hatched in August and marketed
in November. September hatchings
would prove profitable but grasshop-
pers are not as plentiful as the season
advances, hence the cost of growing is
a little more. _The guinea requires
care similar to that given the turkey
but is not subject to the ills that have
made the raising of the turkey some-
thing of a gamble over a large part
of the country,
B

The United States authorities are
taking steps to protect the silver-black
fox industry from contagious and par-
asitic dizeases by requiring all import-
ed foxes to undergo quarantine inspec-
ticn or-examination. According to an
order of the Secretary of Agniculture,
all foxes imported for breeding pur-
poses must be entered through the
ports designated in the order., The
regulation became effective on June 1,
1921,

| the
| produce in their own names, fathers|

| he

Fair Premiums

All normal boys and girls are on the

! alert to make money; and all men and

women, who are on the alert to keep
the young folks on the farms, want to
help then The fair managers in|
many counties offer spedial premiums |
to young people; but even where there,
are no special awards it is easy to|
let the boys and girls earn money at
fairs. Instead of entéring farm

and mothers get the children to select
the articles and then collect the prem-
iume, only stipulating that the young|
workers prepare everything, attend to
making the entries and getting the/
things back home again. !

Where there are both boys and girls |
in a family, the girls usually teke the/
domestic and vegetable exhibits while
the boys show chickens, grains, and!
the farm animals. But a family of|
girls can show the grains along with|
the fancy work and canned fruits,|
omitting only the animals. It is hard
for a girl to enter and exhibit a pet
calf or'lamb, and boys on the other
hand do not like to potter with vege-|
tables, unless it be mammoth pump-|
kins or melons.

Everybody wants to succeed, of
course, and there are a few simple
tricks in the trade that will help sue
cess along. Several months before the'
fair time, get out the list of premiums
offered in the previous year. Even if
an item or two should be dropped, the
list will serve as a first-rate guide.
Look it over carefully and mark on a
piece of paper every item that could
possibly interest you. If you see some
vegetable or grain which you can
furnish, and in which there will be
few entries, mark that thing down
with a star, for it's your particul
big chance.

Then when you have decided on your
representatives for the fair, you can
begin to “doll” them up. The fine
pumpkin must be watered in dry
weather and have.all the small pump-
kins and buds picked off, so that the
vine will have nothing on its hands
but the raising of one big vegetable.
The choice potatoes can he picked out
of the early ones and carefully com-
pared to see that they are of even’
size and weight. The finest apples!
can be located and all defective fruit
removed from the branch on which
they grow. The tomatoes can be trim-
med so that the sunlight falls on every
side of the fruit, and the vines can be
carefully tied to stakes to avoid dis-
colorations or bruised spots at the last
minute. Any flowers and plants to be
shown should have special attention,|
and the pots should be made clean and
attractive. |

w

The fancy-work department always
offers great inducements to the girls.|
Even if the premium is only $1 for
first and fifty cents for second prize,|
it pays to hunt up every quilt and bit
of needlework that has a least chance|
of winning. There are always the|

| latest things, too, in the way of fum'y"

i corn

For Children

bags, aprons, hand-embroidered lnw-E
els, table-covers, camisole yokes aad
what-not made 'n leisure minutes and
exhibited with pride and success.
The domestic hooth with its eanned|
fruit is profitable also, especially be-!
cause the canned fruit iz not made!
just for the occasion Lat must be pro-|
vided for winter in every home. By |
taking a little extra cavd, and -se! !
ing jars of the same sizeé and shape
is poss'ble to pick up many extra
dollars in this department. In some|
counties fruit can be entered as single
exhibits and also in groups, so that it
is possible to win two separate p
on the same display. T think nothing
gives a greater thrl to g young can-
ner than to see her beautiful fruits
and veir-tables gecurel iin clear
glass and crnamented » red or
blue ribbon that marks the first prize.
Meanwhile, the boys will be getting
the calves, heep, chickens and
grains ready for e tion. The grair
should and recleaned

colts,

be cleaned as

{ the judge will use a powerful glass to

determine whether or nof there is for-
eign matter in the exhibit. Selecting
the fair education
itself, and the boys should be encour
aged to ask an agricultural student to
coach them in the art of picking win
With beets and pumpkins
size is about the only re
but selecting
ver seed, and, oats many other ne»
ry qualities determine the pr
winning displ
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Preventing Soft-shelled Eggs.

When the hen lays a soft-shelled
egg, one marketable egg lost for
the poultryman. The egg may
eaten by other hens or the hen that
lays it and this often develops the egg-
eating habit. If the egg is dropped
among other eggs in the nest they
are-all soiled and have to be washed.
And washing eggs is injurious to their
keeping qualities.

An over-fat hen is apt to lay soft-
shelled eggs, as the fat hinders the
proper operation of the shell-forming
glands, Such a hen should be isolated
from the flock and fed a ration of
bran, and water and oats can replace
most of the corn in the ration. If the

continues to lay soft-shelled eggs
he should be marketed for le use.
In many cases time j§ saved by mark-
eting fat hens as soon as they are
found instead of taking the trouble to
reduce their weight. Sometimes the
accumuiation of fat seems tn resalt
when a hen has a lazy dispositi
refuses to seratch and such a bird
riot a profitable producer and shouid
never be used as a breeder,

Grain and clover contain
amount of lime which sometimes
sufficient for a hen to-“make strong
shells on'the eggs prgd-n-vd. However,
some hens will not seem to chtain
enough shell-making material from
their regular ration and for this reason
oyster ghells must be provided in hop-
pers at all times. We have never
found many soft-shelled eggs in

i3
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Housing of Poultry.

Not all who keep chickens eithe d
town or country know how to secure
the besi results from their flocks. For
lack of knowledge the chicks often de-
velop into epindle-legged, small-bodied,
And any
amount of tructive literature is
publshed and can be had without cost

creatures, yet

! by applying to the Publications Branch

of the Department of Agriculture at
Otthwa. Housing in impor-
tance with feeding if the best results
aro to be gained. In this connection
it is interesting to observe that a re-
vised edtion of the bulletin on Poul-
try House Construction by F. C. El-
ford, Dominion’ Poultry H\ X
has just been issued by Gie\ art-
ment of Agriculture at Ottawa, to
meet the constantly increasing demand
for information coming from almost
every class of the community, The
bulletin, which is bascd on trialg ofi
various kinds of poultry houses in dif-
ferent parts of Canada, treats of the

shares

E il

subject clearly and comprehensivaly.! =

Plans and bullding instructions, {
illustrations and diagrams, are wmo|
given as to enable anyone to erect such’
& poultry house as may be dulM);‘




