
HOW TO CLEAN STRAW 
HATS; TIMELY HINTS

BY MAN MILLINER

Piatt=-=Pride of the United States Senate

Ae one of the most prominent articles j quarts of water, apply with a brush or 
of millinery merchandise is the oetrich j doth, and dry in the sun. 
plume and feather, it will probably be in-j A method of bleaching which has been 
teresting to know how to dye, clean and j long and successfully used is as follows: 
curl these feathers. Prepare a wooden box with a tight cover

The best way for cleaning feathers is to 
wash them in hot water and soap. Rinse 
them two or three times in warm water

: ' m;
and have a rack made of strips crossing 
the box about fifteen1 inches from the bot­
tom. Supports or upright pegs should be 
used on which to place the hats to hold 
the brims above the strips. Wash the 
straw hate with clean soap, rinse and dry. 
Cover the hat with a clean layer of damp 
corn meal. Place the hat in the box over 
the fumes of brimstone which is caused to 
smoke by placing a red hot iron block in 
the centre of the sulphur. Put the cover 
on the box tightly and leave it until the 
straw is bleached. Place each hat on a 
block or ironing board, cover with a 
white damp cloth and press With a hot 
iron.

to get the soap out, then pass them 
through a warm solution of oxalic acid, 
after which they should be starched the 
same as you would an ordinary piece of 
linen.

For making light colors, clean the fea­
thers in the way described above and mix 
the colors in the starch, adding a little 
tartaric acid. For dark colors, heat the 
dye, dip the feathers in the dye until you 
have the required shade. Rinse well and 
starch in pure starch only. To dye black, 
soak the feathers in ammonia and water.
Boil them for half an hour in one gallon Other Millinery Recipes, 
of water containing one pound of Fustic Bteam it over a hot
wood. Then stir in blue vitrol of the size . would velvet or «ilk, being
of a nut, with a handful of copperas J „ it cven!y in aU directions.
Boil ten minutes longer Dip the feathers Tq £ 6tain8 from crepe or grena- 
in for about five minutes until the stem djn boil a handfu] of fig leaves in a 
takes a greenish yellow color. Rinse well. ’ of water until it ia educed to one
Boil the feathers m logwood until the jnt Rub the 8tainB with a sponge dip- 
stem is black. Use- one pound of chip d tMg liquid.
logwood in one gallon of water. Rinse Tq wagb gi]k p]ugh capa, bands for hats,
well and pass them through a cold mil- p-ugh coata> etc., firet remove all the dust 
phuric bath and immediately nnae them. with a awitch. Spread it on a board or 
Then pass them through a chloride of b]ock and sponge every inch of it with 
lime bath and immediately rinse them. w^rm rainwater and a little ammonia. 
(Use a handful of lime to a basin of Take a dry ap0nge and rub it until it is 
water.) Starch them, and should any perfectly dry, then brush with a soft 
feathers come out a bluish black, soak it brush. The result will surprise you. for 
in cold logwood. the plush will look like new.

To clean white or light colored tips or To raise the nap of a beaver hat, take 
wings, wash them in benzine. This will a 6mai] switch and beat it until the fur is 
not take the curl or color out of them, fully aroused.
White wings should be nibbed with mag- Velvets and other materials may be
nesia, or white face powder. After the steamed by the old method. Heat an
tips and wings are washed, swing them in jr0n, place it between two bricks'with the 
the air, occasionally beating them against flat side up and lay on the iron a damp 
the hand until dry. cloth. Over this hold the velvet, which

To curl feathers, procure a very dull must be brushed continually until the 
knife and have the top hollowed out to- nap is raised. Remove the velvet before 
wards the point. Holding the feather in it becomes damp, or it will be stiff, 
the hand, place the fiber of the feather To remove paints from silk goods, satur- 
between the thumb and the edge of the ate the goods with equal parts of turpen- 
knife and draw it along swiftly, being tine and ammonia; then rub in soap suds 
careful not to curl the fiber too tight, and let it dry between blotting paper 
Only the end of the fiber should be curled, under a heavy weight.
Do not keep your feathers in a damp place To clean tarnished gold and silver, pins, 
or permit them to be near steam. A very lace or cloth, dampen a tooth brush, dip 
good way to curl feathers of uneven fibres it in sand and scour until the tarnish is 

.is to stem the flues evenly on the side rubbed off and becomes bright. Pumice 
and curl the feathers with a curling iron stone is better, but sand is cheaper and 
that is not too hot. answers the purpose almost as well. To

clean gold, silver or copper crowns or 
lace, wash them with rose benzine or 
strong vinegar mixed with salt.

Buy using the following preparation for 
cleaning ribbons and laces you can keep 
them in the pink of perfection : Two 
quarts of deodorized benzine, two drachms 
of sulphuric ether, two drachms of chlor­
oform and four drachms of alcohol. Pour 
the fluid in a bowl and wash as if in 
water, rinsing in a freah supply.

The constant use of a flatiron over damp 
cloths and sticy hat brims has a tendency 
to roughen and rust them. To overcome 
thia and to smooth them, run your iron 
over salt or paraffine.

Colons that have been destroyed by 
stains can be restored by the use of sal 
volatile of hartshorn.

To clean lace goods, fold the laces, 
stretch them carefully in any kind of 
muslin cloth, which you baste all around 
to prevent the lace from becoming twist­
ed. They are thus to be dipped in beer 
and left to soak some time, after which, 
when they are half dry, they must be 
ironed between muslin cloths, so that the 
iron does not give them a glossy appear­
ance, which would be the case if it came 
in contact with the lace. The beer will 
prove a sufficient sizing. For washing fine 
laces, allow the articles to lie in borax 
water for twenty-four hours; then squeeze 
(not rub), through several waters.—Ora 
Seany in Spare Moments.

- 1

-

Mr/

VCSL3. VCA.E Cs "WOOD

New York, May 23.—In lietlees tones 
Senator Thomas C. Platt denied on the 
witness stand before Judge O'Gorman, in 
the Supreme Court, Special Term, Part 
III, that he had ever been married to 
Mae Wood, who is suing him for divorce; 
that he had ever promised to marry her, 
or that there was any possible basis for 
her action against him.

Senator Platt admitted he had known 
Mrs. Wood, as she. has been called until 
she sued him for divorce. He said he 
had “foolishly” used some endearing 
terms to her while speaking to her and 
while writing, but he protested that he

SRKAtOR, ÏLAXT XaB.A.VL>r<a COlTEX.

New York, Bay 26.—Mae C. Wood, thehad nothing to do with the letters she 
produced purporting to bear his signature, j Omaha woman who sued Senator Thomas 
He declared these were forgeries. C. Platt for divorce was released in $5,000

There was no possible suggestion of the i 1 ail today. When her case against Senator 
ardent swain in the aged Senator who Platt was dismissed on Thursday, Justice 
was led into court. He was decrepid and ( VGorman committed her to the Tombs 
it required real assistance from two per- prison. The justice declared he was con­
sens to get him to the chair by the vinced that forgery and perjury had been 
Judge’s bench, to help him remove his committed in an attempt to prove a mar- 
overcoat and to get him out of the court riage. Bail was tendered on Saturday by 
room again. the American Surety Company, but too

Mrs. Wood was not present to witness late to be accepted then. Yesterday Mies 
his ordeal and the only woman who heard Wood was taken bafore Justice O’Gorman 
him testify was Mrs. Gustave Abel, in bail was again offered and accepted, 
whose home he is now living while in New When the bail bond had been made out 
York and who assists her husband in Miss Wood signed it “Mae C. Wood­
giving him physical treatment. Platt.”
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fleer was permitted to reside at the capi­
tal as the official representative of his 
country. But in a short time he and his 
attendants were all. massacred, and then 
followed the third war. It was then that 
Gen. Roberta made his famous march 
from Kabul to Kandahar, occupied both 
capitals in force and annihilated the army 
of Yakub Khan. That was in September 
I860. The hostile Amir was dethroned, 
and, with the approval of England, Abdur 
Rahman Khan succeeded him.

The latter ruled until his death in 1901, 
when he was succeeded by his eon.

FETICHISM KILLS THOUSANDSMAY USE CANADIAN 
OIL AS FUEL FOB 

BRITISH NAVY

Crimes of Witch Doctors in 
Darkest Africa. I

( How to Clean Straw Hate.
(New York Sun.)

The whites in barbarous Africa say that 
in spite of the evils the white race has 
inflicted upon the natives, the good they 
Ire receiving, especially the protection to

The best polish for black, dark or light 
straw hate, with the exception of white, 
is made by dieeolving two ounces of gum 
shellac in one pint of wood alcohol. Brueh 
the hat thoroughly and apply the above 
solution with a email stiff brush.

For renewing dark colored chip hats,coKft substituted’by'^oil tTfheUto life and Property which the new govern- 
the British Navy, Major J. R. D. Henry, ments are giving them, vastly out-weighs , use vaseline. This brightens up the hat, 
formerly of the British Army, and J. D. the evil. i toughens the straw, renders it pliable, and
Henry, an oil expert, have been delegated A11 authorities have much to say of the ! » therefore not so easily broken by
tte^faSahïrS!14 “ “t0 horrible miser>' which the fetich doctors j j0 ^ake a liquid polish for leghorns,

It is also expected that oil will be used impose upon the natives. They assert mix one ounce of Venice resin in one 
on steamers in commercial business cross- that fetichism is the cause of more crimes : ounce of alcohol. The polish should be
ing the Atlantic, and an experiment is 8nd suffering than all the native wars, j abo“t “ tbick as cream and should be

oil analyzes very highly and is free from I)ai^s the Uark Continent, iheee sponge or small clean cloth, ^nother re­
sulphur. ' ' brutalities can be excused only because cipe for polishing black hats, or changing

the people have always lived in savagery, bght colored soft braids to black, consists
LicXitV Poupatd, of the French 'anny, in dissolving four ounces of shellac m

who has been travelling thousands of wood alcohol. Enough alcohol should be
miles in the French Congo, says that the used to merely cover the shellac. Shake
victims of fetchism are falling every hour frequently. When- this is dissolved and
all over that vast domain. Many of the no sediment remains at the bottom, put
victims drop in their tracks and are dead in a piece of camphor half as large as a
in a few minutes. hen’s egg and in four hours stir in half

They know who dealt them their death, an ounce of lamp black. If this is too 
and so do all the natives, but they do not thick, thin it with alcohol. Apply with a 
dare to breathe his name. It is the fetich soft brittle brush. The hat should be
doctor who has caused poison stealthily thoroughly cleansed before using the above
to be mixed with their food. mixture.

In January, 1906, while Poupard’s paçty I For cleaning white Milan straws, wash 
was passing through a little village they j them with warm water and soap, using 
saw a vigorous young man surrounded by more lather than water. Rinse well, rub 
natives, who were accusing him of crime, le ro.i juice over the hat and set it in the
A bowl filled with a red fluid was given sun to dry. JPress it into the original

shape by ironrag it beneath a damp white 
cloth. As these hats are easily scorched, 
great care should be taken not have the 
iron too hot.

For cleaning white or colored felt hats, 
rub them well with com meal. Dust the 
white felt hats with magnesia or powd­
ered starch. Use lac tulphurie for powd­
ering white straw hate and leghorns. Rub 
on with a cloth and remove with a stiff 
brush.

To c6lor a white straw a rich golden 
yellow, immerse the hat for a few mom­
ents in a strong solution of soda and 
water; shake and press until dry. To 
revamieh black straw hats, cut up some 
black sealing wax, pour on enough methy- 

diseolve it; mix well and
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SPRIULL MINERS 
LOSE CASE BEFORE

■

- IWINNIPEG REPORTER 
CHARGED WITH PERJURY

Company Took No Part irt Proceed­
ings and Majority Favored Them.

Halifax, N. S., May 26—The award of the 
board of conciliation ton the application made 
by Mechanics Lodge P. W. A., for increased 
pay for certain classes of men and certain 
Individuals in the employ of Cumberland 
Railway A Coal Company, at Springhlll, has 
been filed.

A majority of the board, Judge W. B. Wal­
lace, chairman, and Hon. J. N. Armstrong, 
find against the men on all points, and R. 
B. Murray, who was the men’s representa­
tive on the -board, and who puts in the min­
ority report, is also against the men on one 
point, finding In their favor on the others.

It Is noteworthy that the company had de­
clined to take any part before the board and 
en one day only, were present In response 
to subpoenas.

-Tried to Get on Voters’ List Although 
He Swore Previously He Was Not 
of Age Till July,

t
'

HOME RULE FOR 
SCOTLAND NOW

Winnipeg, May 26.—Clodius Jeffet, a 
young newspaper man of St. Boniface, is 
under arrest charged with perjury, the 
result of an attempt to get on the voter’s 
list. Some time ago he repudiated debt 
on the ground that he was not of age 
when he contracted it and, would not be 
until next July. He attempted to pwear 
himself on the voter’s list and was arrest­
ed by order of the attorney-general. He 
is a Liberal.

to the young man, who drained it. 
A few minutes later he fell on his face

end was soon dead. He was a victim of 
the poison test. If his stomach had re­
fused to retain thd liquid and he had 
lived, his innocence of the crime would 
have been proved. The poison killed him, 
and this was clëar proof of his guilt.

Some days later at Mbeto, the same 
party heard a great hubbub and found a 
woman on the ground covered with 
wounds. Her left shoulder and her right 
forearm had 4>een cut to the bone, there 

gaping wound in her hip, and her 
body was covered with contusions.

She1 had received no care, though her 
injuries had been inflicted several days

u.e. Max, m t, before. The white men came in time to lated spirits to
» w “7 7 Mat,hew: -avc her life. They dressed her wounds \ apply with a stiff brush.

I,.’ . hi ’ y and Prominent and cared for fier untfi she was well.
Dover, Me., May 26.—The two men ar- probaMy {aUlly injureaoron EasT Brook- Sbe told them that her husband had | straws and leghorns, but while it is sue- 

rested at Milo Junction and brought here field road late today when an automobile died, and in thé course of hie interment cessfully used on some hate, it fails to
todav on susnicion of being the burg’ara by* Mr- Jenks' of warren. struck a the fetich doctor cçied out to the people bleach others: One-half ounce salts of
who blTw tr âfë in th Canadian Li- : fa {£ that their friend. had not died a natural sorrel, one-fourth ounce sugar of lead one
wno mew me saie u i automobile with Mr Jenks who death, but his wives had killed him. All gram salts of tartar, dissolve in fourfie R. R. station, at Greenville Junction, ! a wealthy mBl owner? weraNfs chluSeïr i the men in the village immediately set
but failed to secure the contents, were, a““ a”°Vler maa- Al> were-thrown out of upon the unfortunate women, and only
arra'gned before Judge Smith in the lower j eut, but after^helpTng M™ M.thewson Into °f 7™ livcd de6c,ribe the crime" 

r . A tr. tl.P a nearby house, they went awav without i I oupard on another day came acrosscourt late today and j gjv'ns their names. Three men in the cart, some women running at top speed with
supreme court in the sum of $1,C0. Leing : di:e^'Lgbca^ch|J^ s,™PSOn ftnd An-j babies on their back*», pursued by a crowd
unable to furnish ban, they were commit- j way were not hurt much by the collision*811’ ' °.f men who were hurling poisoned jave-
ted to Dover . Jail. According to the story of these three men, ! hns at them. The fetich doctor had ac-

Although they entered a formal plea j “}e automobile, while going at a fair rate fused these women of looking upon the 
of not guilty, the officer says they i rac- ,J,t p ^ ^^"stouck thThLbVf'one of îhe bieri> a. aa«'ed <?bie>-'t that had been taken 
tically admitted their guilt. Ihree revol- càrt wheels, hurling the automobile heavily i out ot lts box for an airing. Any woman 
vers wçra taken from the men, also cigars, upon the sidewalk, along which Mr. Mathew- who even inadvertently should look upon 
etc- Three revolvers were stolen “astlI?MmmLned8’^MrMkÆonTu^,th^ <*** would.b= P»t to death
American Express ofhee and the store of , ferlng from bad wounds about the head and °n the rlver Muni llves an old man 
the Arthur Crafts Company, at Green- . body and it is feared he is internally in- with twenty-two wives, some of whom
ville Junction. After the ] rboneiH had j lured. It Is not believe^ that he will recover. \ are young and attractive. For two years
been locked up, Sheriff Knowles thought j i past it ha* been observed that every
he would make a more thorough »e r h, l/|Nfi RlVFS RRII I I ANT young man who has attempted to settle

result took from one uf the VJ u V U L-Llmi I on the adjoining lands has mysteriously
as Frank QTATF DINNFR Tfi died. There is no doubt that the aged

^ ' *■ lvliL.li IV husband, in league with the local fetich Moncton, May 26.—“We the under- the dçath of the Indi&as whose tragic
FRENCH PRESIDENT doctor- hns bro"Sbt about thcir dcath- signe! jurymen, cmpannelel to inquire in- ™d «"l,s rt'portcd. in t“da>l? Telegraph.i IIUMVII HLOIULIV I Most of the tribes do not believe that a , , , ,, , u, vj Evidence was given by Thos Mense,-------  man dies naturally. Some enemy j, ; to the caose of the death of Mary >.<*!,!*,„ 0f the dead squaw, Dr. Sleeves,

London, May 26—At Buckingham Palace always the cause of his death, and the (Indian squaw) and Oliver Granese, (Ind- druggist; Drs. White and Harris, who
tonight, a great slate ball was given in honor, fetioii doctor is brought into the case and inn) which took place at Moncton, May were called to attend deceased. Everett
republic. This' wasP the culmlnatlonFro?Ca i points out the criminal. 25, 1908, after herring the evidence of Doc- , Cook and, llinston West, drug clerks,
busy day of entertainment spent by King1 Mr. Bret found at Ndombo in October. tors White and Harris, and other wit- ! and Levi Paul, an Indian who boarded at
Edward’s guests. Everywhere the French last, three natives weighed down bv nesses, find that the above named Mary \ Noele. The evidence went to show that
the’’greatest8 enthustasm*8 an™ e!rfyf<to"the 1 stoneK at the bottom of a box where they Noel and Oliver Ginness, deceased, came j Ginness purchased at different times from
evening Immense crowds' gathered about the had lingered in agony for days because to their death by drinking the contents | different clerks, in Dr. Sleeves’ drugstore,
various royal residences to witness the pro-; the fetich doctor suspected that they had of a bottle, marked “A" in court, and ' Saturday afternoon, a twelve ounce bottle
cessions to the palace and to cheer tl,e | cast a apell upon a boatman who had til id to have contained bay rum. j and a six ounce bottle of bay runt.
^The^cenc within the walls of Bucking-, been drowned in a shipwreck. 1 “We further elate that we deeply do , Collodion alcohol is used in the ) ropar-
ham was one of exceptional brilliancy. The | On Feb. 13 last, Commandant Moll in plore the loose sale of drugs by certain ; ation and Dr. White gave the opinion

etalded ’th’ch" a !ecture before the Paris Geographical druggists in this city, and also a guleti-; that the quantity purchased was suifii ien'.
entry to the ball-room which was superbly I Society told of the' bereaved widows who tute made up to take the place of liquors, ; to kill
decorated with flowers. had been compelled to take the poison and in the interest of humanity and for The drug clerks said while the quantity

King Eward and Queen Alexandra, ae- test to show who were responsible" for the sake of our Christian civilization, we asked for surprised them yet they bad no
copipanied by *■ .*'a’11*T"' a”.d J?ya! their husband's death. Some of the would recommend that all druggists in j suspicion it was wanted for consumption.

, I the°roorrf between roys of bowing guests. Bv i women survived because their friends our city in the future would refrain from ! The squaw accompanied Ginness both
Greenville, Me., May -6. Cracksmen I ^ klng.B command. the ladles gowns were I gave presents to the wizard, who there- selling bay rum or kindred liquids to ind- ' times he was in the drug store and took

who after blowing open the safe in the all of soft shades of color, most of them be- j npon mjxrd an innocuous dose for them. 1 ians or squaws to use as beverage or for ' a drink of soda water each time.
Canadian Pacific station at Greenville ItlT of the""^0^^ wJrejThc bodies of the murdered women were anything. ' The clerks were asked if th, re wao

, , frichten-d well represented and many high Indian offl- eaten. “We consider that the evidence edd.i.vd more call for alcoholic preparations 6 nee
Junction ear y 1 ctals were present. There was a great dis- These are not isolated cases, but far ! at this inquest reveals a clear ca-e of the Scott act was so rigidly enforced, but
away by a burglar alarm before reaching play of jewels and orders.__ .and wide over Africa superstition is still poisoning, and we deeply’ regret that .t replied in the negative.
the inner section of the safe, are being - ,r" n nviniv claiming the lives of thousands. But the should occur in this city, which boast- o: The city council this afternoon held a
traced bv means of peculiar calked boot AN EYE I < • i'.l UMUMX. influence of the fetich doctor is already having an almost prohibitory law in full meeting to discuss street railway legiela-

’ , ,, . ,, v «‘Dr Brown has just been to Dr. Grey beginning to decline because it is now a force and effect.” tion. Mayor Purdy reported lie bad be n
tracks. Before entering me station lay treatment Odd isn’t it, to see one crime severely punished under the laws of (signed) “C. Bruce .VcDouya'l, fore- approached by members of the old street
stole a revolver from the office of the , jcian ing to another?” the Congo Free State, the French Congo man; G. T. Wortman, Patrick Powell. J. railway company with a view to a cr -
American Express Company, and two re- “Not in this case. You see Brwn’s and all Rhodesia, to practice the black ; J. Crossman, Thos. Beuiveau, Edmond promise. It was suggested that the ti ”
volvers several hats and some fruit from rate is $5 a consultation, while Grey’s is arts of the fetich doctor. The bonds in Borque, Duncan McKinnon.” council and «rid company get together nr l
thé store of thfe Arthur A. Crafts Com- only $2, so by consulting Grey instead of which he has held the helpless people will] This was the verdict returned by .theyfee what terras could be agreed u.t.i.
pLny himself Brown saves three dollars.” some day be tttokr- coroner's jury empanneled to inquire .
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GREENVILLE, ME,,
BURGLAR SUSPECTS 

UNDER ARREST

Bill Introduced in Accordance With 
Winston Churchill’s Promise.AUTO AND CART 

COLLIDE, PASSER-BY 
FATALLY INJURED

London, May 26—Another of the pledges 
given by Winston Spencer Churchill during 
his recent electoral campaign in Dundee, 
has borne quick fruit, and a “home rule 
for Scotland*’ bill was introduced in the 
house of commons by Duncan Vernon 
Pierce, member for North Aberdeen, this 
afternoon.

Mr. Pierce explained that the main object 
of this bill was to devolve to a legislative 
body in Scotland, the power to make laws 
on matters relating exclusively to that coun­
try.

A. J. Balfour objected strongly but the 
house, by 257 votes to 102, voted in favor of 
allowing the bill to go to its first reading.

was a

The following is a very fair bleach for
,

MONCTON INDIANS DIED
FROM DRINKING BAY RUM

Coroner’s Jury Censures Druggists for Selling Such Deadly 
Doses—City Council Talks Over Offer of Compromise 
from Old Street Railway Company About Charter. x

: and as a 
couple, who gave 
Brown of Lincoln, a fully loaleil îevol.er. 
His companion’s name and residence "ere 
given as Clarence Alward of Wa-hing on 
state. They had $30 in money. The ar- 

made by Deputy Sheriff B. B.

his

rest was
Kimball, who had bien no’ifiel they were 
on the train. No resistance was made.

C. P, R. STATION SAFE 
IT GREENVILLE, ME,, 

BLOWN OPEN

S

royal guests assembled in the 
and a fanfare of trumpets h

l

1

»

Nothing definite was done.

---------------------------- -............ if, mm,,!)

GREAT BRITAIN 
AND THE AFGHAN

I MANY AND BITTER HAVE BEEN THE 
QUARRELS

I Verse and History Recalled by Reports of Renewed Hostilities 
—Kipling’s Advice as to When Tommy Atkins Should Blow 
Out His Brains.

supposed indifference to the religion of his(New York Post, May 9.)
To-morrow will be the fifty-first anni- 

jvereary of the outbreak of the Indian Mu- 
.tiny, which began at Meerut on May 10, 

j 1887—an interesting thing to recall, merely 
as a coincidence, in view of the fact that 
there are now signs of uprising here and 

races of Great

people.
Nasrullah’s followers in his own country 

expect to have the support of several of 
the anti-British tribes in India, providing 
anything comes of the hostilities. The in­
trigues began during the Amir’s recent 
visit to India, and although Habibullah- 
Khan was aware of them, and greatly 
troubled by them, he does not feel him­
self strong enough to combat them ef­
fectively, according to his English physi­
cian, who has just arrived in London. 
This same physician .reports that on his 
way from Afghanistan to the coast he 
met a caravan of 500 camels loaded with 
rifles and cartridges for the Afghans. 
There is no treaty provision to prevent 
the carrying of arms across the border 
from India. Habibullah is not only loyal 
to the British government, says hie doc­
tor, but is pro-British in bis sympathies 
especially since he visited India.

Another explanation is that Habibullah- 
Khan himself is preparing for war with 
his old friends, the English, merely to 
mollify his own people, and to convince 
them that he is in sympathy with them 
and their religion.

I

there among the many 
Britain’s Asiatic dominions.

But more serious than these local dis­
turbances in India proper is rumor of an­
other war on the northwestern border of 
the Empire with the Afghans.

To most American readers these rumors 
jere but vague allusions to tribes and 
chiefs, with names hard to say and more 

(difficult to remember. For some, they re­
call school days and geography with the 
big covers, which showed Afghanistan 
tucked away somewhere in Asia with an 
explanatory paragraph in the text below 
the map, telling that many of the inhab­
itants stayed in villages and wove carpets, 
while the others roamed about with their 
flocks.

To still othere, Afghanistan news sug- 
| Bests Kipling, and they get out the “Bar­
rack Room Ballads” to see just what that 
reference to Khyber Pass was. For 
Khyber Pass is an easy name to remem­
ber, and most people who couldn’t remem­
ber for the life of them the latitude and 
longitude of Kabul, do have the notion 
that the best way to get to Kabul and to 
whip the Afghans is to get an army 
through that pass before the Afghans do, 
and fight them in their own country.

Kipling tells of Tommy Atkins whose 
eix-year enlistment period has expired, 
waiting at that pass for the order to come 
for him to march down to the sea and 
take ship for home:

Habibullah became Amir in 1901, upon 
the death of his father, Amir Abdur Rah­
man. Six years before, he had visited 
England and been received with royal 
honors. On that occasion he was shown 
the eights and Visited shops and banks 
and factories to get an idea of Anglo- 
Saxon industry, in very much the same 
way that visiting Chinese princes and 
Japanese commissioners are shown about 
this city and shot up to the roofs of 
skyscrapers in express elevators, to be 
properly impressed with the wonders of 
the new world. He is also of the stock 
of Dost Muhammad, who caused the first 
of the Afghan wars with England seventy 
years or more ago.

What has really happened eo far, re­
gardless of the identity of the instigator, 
has been a raid by 20,000 Afghan troops 
upon Landi Kofal, which belongs to tire 
British.

One division went to Landi Kotal, at 
the end of Khyber Pass, and the other, 
in command of Sufi Sahib, went into the 
Upper Baraian valley. The first party 
was repelled, after hard fighting, by the 
Khyber Rifles.

What England thinks of all this is in­
dicated, perhaps, by what the London 
Daily Mall printed the other day:

“The Amir permitted this army of hie 
subjects to enter British territory. Hie 
conduct becomes graver when we reflect 
that the Shinwarie who made the inroad 
are Afghan soldiers. No power, however 
pacific, could allow such behavior to pass 
without the fullest explanation .and satis­
faction, and it is unfortunately uncertain 
whether the Amir is in a mood to give 
either explanation or satisfaction.

“His failure to sign the AngloRuasian 
agreement, which was forwarded to him 

weeks ago, had already provoked 
comment, and, when hie failure is studied 
in the light of this frontier outrage, it 
becomes of sinister aspect. The Indian 
government cannot permit him to play 
fast and loose with his engagements, and, 
if he will not compel his people to show 
respect for British territory, coercion will 
have to be applied to him, however much 

deplore the possibility of a fourth

The Malabar’ in ’arbor with the Jumner 
at ’Cr tail.

lAn’ the time-expired's waiting ot ’is or­
ders for to sail.

P the weary waitin’- when on Khyber ’ills
lay,we

[But the time-expired’s wsitin’ of ‘is or­
ders ’ome to-day.

A suggestion as to the character of the 
Afghans is fount) in the verses, “The 
Young British' Soldier.” After the recruit 
bsa been told what to do and what not 
to do under various conditions, he is ad­
vised:
When you’re wounded an’ left on Afghan­

istan’s plains,
An’ tit* women come Out to cut up your 

remains.
Just roll to your rifle an’ blow out your 

brains
in’ go to your Gawd like s soldier.
In aU the records of the Afghan region 
-rhaps there is no incident more certain 

o be perpetuated,in song 
the reckleeily heroic rush 
Highlands™, up Dargai Ridge, in 1897, 
when Piper "Jock” Flndlater, shot 
through both ankles, propped himself 
against a boulder and skirled with his 
pipes until the enemy’s position was 
taken.

Earlier in the day, the Second Ghurkas, 
plucky little hillmen, bad succeeded in 
pining a foothold at the foot of the ridge. 
Stray parties of the Dorsetshire and Der­
byshire regiments also managed to cross 

'the zone of fire, but repeated efforts by 
both regiments to charge in mass met 
with disastrous failure.

At last. Gen. Kempeter, in command of 
he brigade, ordered up the First Bat- 
lion of the Gordons, with the Third 
khs, as supports. They faced the ridge 

nat three other regiments had been un­
able to capture. A steady throbbing of 
the Pa than drums came down to them, 
and the tribesmen, intoxicated with suc­
cess, wildly waved their flags.

When the order to chsrge came, Col. 
Mathias of the Gordons said: “Highland­
ers, the general say» that position must 
be taken at all costs. The Gordons will 
take it!"

According to regimental tradition, they 
moved forward with the colonel, Major 
Forbes Mtcbean, and the pipers, Findlater 
and Milne, at their head, playing the 

i regimental march, "Cock o’ the North,” 
to which the Gordons have charged from 
time immemorial.

1

and sto 
of the

ry than 
Gordon

some

we may 
Afghan war."

The agency of thi* suggested coercion 
is already in tire field in the shape of a 
brigade of infantry, a squadron of cav­
alry, and eight guns, under command of 
Major-Gen. Sir James Willcocks.

Military strength of Afghanistan con­
sists of a paid army of 70,000 regular 
troops, and 20,000 militia, all well equipped 
with arms and ammunition, and under 
the direct control, at least nominally, of 
the Amir. But, according to statistics 
of actual performances in the past, 
British soldier is the equivalent of about 
ten Afghans.

Afghanistan has been a battleground for 
many centuries. Alexander the Great 
fought there 326 years before Christ, after 
conquering the Persians, and he, too, led 
his army through Khyber Pass, on his 
march into India. But when allusion is 
made to the first and second Afghan wars, 
the hostilities of 1839 and of 1878 against 

Among the first men to be hit were the British are meant, 
the two pipera. Milne was shot through jn 1537^ Dost Muhammad Barakzai, an 
the lungs and fell senseless. “Jock’’_ Find- usurper( was established on the throne in 
later was knocked completely off his feet Kabul. He was more friendly to Persia 
by bullets through his ankles, but he and Rusia than to England, and that 
leaned against a rock and continued to j fact was dangerous, because of the eternal 
play as if nothing had happened. The boundary disputes in Asia. So tile Earl 

■ Highlanders and Sikhs went on, to the 0f Auckland, then governor-general of 
old regimental air, and swept the natives India, ordered the deposition of Dost and 
off their feet by dare-devil courage. The named Shah Shuja, an Afghan exile at 
victory was really won when they were Ludhiana, as the new Amir, 
half way up, but Findlater played on, un- With a British army as his escort, Shah 
til he saw the colors waving from the Shuja was sent info Afghanistan by way 
tope of the ridge. of the Rolan Pass. Kandahar surrendered

For hie courage, he was later awarded to the invaders. Dost Muhammad and hie 
, the Victoria Cross and a place in the an- troops fled in disorder across the Hindoo 

nais of the regiment such as few of its Kush and Shah entered Kabul in triumph 
members ever enjoyed. Milne, through in August, 1839, when he was enthroned.

Muhammad was captured and sent down 
to Calcutta as a prisoner of state. For 
the next two years the British remained 
in military possession of the country, but 
they could not reconcile the Afgha 
have the former exile as their ruler.

One intrigue followed another; several 
British commandera were assassinated 
and the army of occupation soon found ita 
position untenable. So, upon a false guar­
antee of the natives of a safe passage 
through the Khyber Pass, the British 
troops withdrew from Kabul in the dead 
of winter. The force comprised 4,000 sol­
diers, and many camp followers. But 
there was only one. survivor to reach the 
town of Jalalabad, which was in possess­
ion of another British 
were murdered on the way by the Afg­
hans or perished from the cold.

Perhaps Kipling had that particular 
marsh in mind when he advised the sol­
dier wounded and left on Afghanistan’s 
plains to roll to his rifle.

To avenge that loss more troops were 
sent at once to Kabul, where they blew 
up the great bazaar with gunpowder “to 
fix a stigma upon the city.”

In 1879 the Amir was Sher Ali, and he, 
too, entered into intrigues with the Rus­
sians that were detrimental to British in­
to resta That was the cause of the sec­
ond Afghan war. An English envoy was 
refused admission to the country,, while a 
representative of Russia Was being made 
much of in Kabul, ’ That was the last

one

some whimsicality of the authorities in 
<6 case, was never rewarded, though his 
cmims were almost ae good as Findlater’e.

At any rate, the “Two Pipers of Dar­
gai,” are famous, not only in the ranks of 
the Gordons, but in the whole British 

They stand for the spirit of the

ns to

army.
Afghan border warfare. In this connec­
tion, a story that is told of the charge is 
worth repeating.

Ccd. Mathias, although not a young 
nun, led his regiment up the ridge, from 
the start. At the top, he turned to his 
color sergeant.

“Stiff climb, eh, Mackie?” he said, pant- 
"I ’m—not—so—young—ae—I—was,ing.

you know."
"Never mind, sir," said the old ser­

geant, slapping his colonel on the back 
and nearly knocking the remaining breath 
out of hie body. “Ye’re gaun verra strong 
for an auld man.”

Perhaps English readers were as much 
in the dark a generation ago concerning 
this country’s fights with the North 
American Indians on the western plains, 
as the United States are concerning Af­
ghanistan. Sitting Bull and the Little Big 
Horn might be matched against some of 
thow queer terms that come out of Asia.

As to the cause of the present friction, 
there are various explanations which do 
not agree. Possibly none is correct.

One is that the Amir, or ruler of Af­
ghanistan, Habibullah Khan, is not re­
sponsible for recent raids on British terri­
tory, and that he doesn’t want war, but 
the* his brother, Nasrullah Khan, is try­
ing to make trouHe for him as a prelim­
inary to seizing the throne.

The wicked brother has recently assum­
ed an air of holiness, even going so far as 
to put on the robes of a mollah, or priest. 
That sounds plausible, because one cause 
of the Amir’s unpopularity hen been hie

The restarmy.

straw.
Three British forces took possession of 

the Khyber, Kuram, and Bolan passes 
and entered the country at the same time. 
Sher Ali fled to Afghan Turkiatan, where 
he died. A treaty was made with his son, 
Yakub Khan, by which England’s north­
west frontier was advanced to the Afghan 
side of the mountains, and -a British of-
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