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LORD STRATHCONA
*In the absence of a confirmation by
himself of the report that Lord Strath-
cona desires to give up his post in London
Canadians will be disposed to hope that
he is, on the contrary, prepared to remain
for some years yet in the position he has
occupied with such distinction. Certainly
there is no Canadian who is not deeply
sensible of the high service Lord Strath-
cona has rendered the Dominion since his
selection in 1896, though it may be doubted

_if many yet realize the full value of that|

service. - It has done much toward giving
Canada the position she now occupies in
the eyes of the Empire and of the world
at large.

Lord Strathcona was born in 1820, and
at his great age a man does not cross the
Atlantic in midwinter unless his vigor -is
unusual for his years. Here, then, is “no
old man broken with the storms of State,”
: but one who finds himself at four score

and six years making the winter voyage

with the light heart of one who is only as
old as he feels and who feels hale and
hearty.

He comes to Canada at a time when its
progress—with which he has had so much
to do—is everywhere admitted to be both
wonderful and solidd He has seen and
known Canada in many stages of its exist-
ence, and though his faith in the future
of the country was ever high and serene,

i;w hegmust be able to look backward now upon
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days when men less steadfast and less
keen of vision lost heart as they looked
upon this slumbering, giant country which
was to occupy so proud a position at the
beginning of this century—its century.
The glance backward, now that he and
Canada have climbed together to the
pleasant uplands, must have much of pleas-
ure and of consolation for Lord Strath-
cona, for the rugged and intrepid nation
buileer whose faith in himself and his
country ever was unfaltering, who pre-
dicted great things and helped mightily
to turn those predictions into things ac-
complished. <

THE GAS REPORT
The aldermen are about to select an im-
partial expert to report upon the cost of
meking and distgbuting gas in St. John.
Such a report was made for the Montreal
City Council a year ago by Mr. E. W.

Bemis, of Cleveland. Early in his report

he said: “It has seemed advisable, in the
first place, to consider the character and
cost of a new up-to-date plant,” and he
proceeded to report in detail upon that
matter. Such a report is absolutely essen-
tial in the circumstances existing here.
‘And in addition to such a report it is
essential to have the impartial expert anal-
yze so far as he is able the causes which
roperate today to provide St. John with
sinferior gas at a well-nigh prohibitive
jprice.
An error to be avoided in this matter
the acceptance of an inconclusive or in-
mplete report such as would not inform
ithe citizens exactly what is the matter

% \with.@cxisting company, and just what,
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tin the expert’s opinion, could be done here
'by a ¢ompany whose plant was new and
which had no business to occupy its atten-
| tion beyond gas-making. For it is to be
remembered that while St. John is a com-
paratively small city, and while gas con-
ditions here are not like those in Montreal
\and Toronto, or in many English cities,
here ‘nevertheless is something radically
r;V\h'J ,with any such proposition as bad
}gas at % when Toronto pays seventy-
five cents and the Bemis report fixes
leighty-seven cents as a reasonable figure for
Montreal. It i to be said, too, that the
,circumstances in which the 8t. John com-
pany finds itself are of interest to local
'gas consumers, present and prospective,
jbut in no way binding upon them. The
icity must deliver itself from the present

;situation. If its deliverance shall involve
"some radical modification of the local com-
panies views, plans, or prospects, that is
for the company to consider. It may well
be that buying gas from such a company,
under conditions now prevailing, will be
found to be too expensive a luxury for St.
John to cultivate longer.

The first forward step must be based
upon accurate and detailed knowledge of
{he facts. Since the aldermen are committed
to the inquiry they will do well to makea
thorough job of it. The expense attending
a_satisfactory investigation ‘will not be
gx}eab—and the expense attending any un-
satisfactory investigation would be sheer
waste.

The aldermen, we must suppose, will
keep in mind the fact that the local com-
pany has direct relations with a great ma-
jority of the people of St. John. In selling
light, heat and power, in operating a street

railway, its activities are of intimate and|

constant interest to all classes in the com-
munity. All of these services are dear be-
yond excuse. The necessity for thorough-
ness in beginning an examination of any

,one of them—closely related as they all

lue—must be clear enough. It is, more-

over, quite possible that out of the gas in-
vestigation, if it be properly conducted,
there will come the desire and the oppor-
tunity to do the city another signal ser-
vice—to adcertain why it is that St. John
is compelled to pay present prices for
coal.

A FALSE FRIEND

No doubt Lieut. Andreal of the French
army who engaged in a friendly duel with
his dear friend Lieut. Spitzer, and who
deliberately shot that amazed and out-
raged young gentleman in the region ofl
‘his equator, will be drummed out of the|
army and the clubs. No greater outrage |
has Paris known in a generation. All the !
world knows the principal rules of thej
French duel—the insult, the notice to the !
public through' the -press, the parade to!
the hghting ground, the posing for the}
photographers, the furious repudiation ':f‘[
the good offices of friends, the bloodless|
engagement, the recomciling embrace of |
the brave combatants.

This, and no more, was what Spitzer|
the confiding expected from his goed friendf;

if held true, will do the business for any]
man at 200 yards. That the fusilade might;
be something to remember, they decided |
that each man should have twenty-five
cartridges and fire them all if the smoke
did not make him ill. Of course no man
going about a duel seriously with a gun
would want any such supply of ammuni-
tion; but this was in France. From the
preliminaries there was no reason why !
ISpitzer should have suspected his friend
!

of evil, and indeed for five shots all went
| as merry as a marriage bell. The risingJ
knell came with the sixth. Because his|
opponent’s name was Spitzer which sug-
gests Dreyfus, or because he felt a sudden

reputation for himself, Andreal had sud- |
denly aimed true and lodged an army bul-i
let in his friend’s anatomy. Then ' he|
“quickly departed.” It was the least hes
could do. His presence, it must be clear,i
would have in no measure modified the|
transports of the frenzied Spitzer. Indeed '
Spitzer’s feelings pass imagination. Af‘te:'l
agreeing to fire twenty-five times over your
dear friend’s head while he does as much |
for you, and then to have him let you
have it in the ribs at the sixth shot—
well, it passes murder. And likely enough |
it is going to lessen the popularity of thei
leading French amusement. Spitzer’s only
chance is to die speedily. Otherwise he
will find his name a by-word in light-
heaaed Paris.

AN ARMY FROM EUROPE

The United States immigration figures for
1906, compared with our own, are of un-
usual interest: There came to the Republic
more foreigners than. ever before—1,100,735.
Of this vast number only 11,480 were re-
jected, but according to the report of the
| director of immigration he believes a very
much greater number should have been
sent back, or at least should have been pre-
vented from leaving their home lands.

This opinion is strengthened when we
examine the figures in detail. While the
United States particularly desired settlers
from the British Isles, from Germany, from
Norway, Sweden and Denmark; these
countries all sent less than in fornder years.
And mark where the greater part of the im-
migrants did come from:
Austro-Hungary.. .. e« oo seee oo 265,138
By, (il oo oo o ooe va 218120
Russia, including Finland.. ... .. ..215,665

These three countries alone sent three-
quarters of the whole number, and the ex-
amining authorities say the newcomers in
every important respect are much inferior
to those who came in former years, even
frof the same territory. They were weaker
bodily and mentally. Nearly all these im-
migrants went to the big cities—New York,
Philadelphia and Chicago absorbed the
greater part of them. This means that
they will join the foreign colonies which
have been added to the curses of the great
American centres, for in these the foreign-
ers preserve their languages, customs, tradi-
tions and habits, failing to learn aboit Am-
erican institutions or the spirit of the coun-
try. These foreigners become tenement
dwellers, and they add greatly to the num-
ber of criminals, paupers, hospital patients
and insane persons for whom the States
must care.

As Canada’s immigrants are rapidly in-
creasing in number it is well that the per-|
centage who belong to the northern races|
is as high as ever, or higher. Canada needs
more hands, and it has yet-much land to be !

settled, but it can very well afford to do|
without people such as made up ‘a great
proportion of the army that left Europe |

for the United States during 1906. i

|
IMPERIAL CEMENT |

The Edinburgh Scotsman was distinctlyl
annoyed with Canada some years ago be-|
cause of complaint here over the Alaska |
decision. The Scotsman, which speaks |
with an air of authority rather than with%
any evidence of understanding these mat-|
ters, is now rebuking Newfoundland as a|
troublesome and ungrateful Colony, be-‘
cause Newfoundland does not care to have|
its constitution set aside in the interest|

States.

The Scotsman, like a great many indi-|
viduals who discuss colonial affairs in |
Great Britain, has fallen into the habit of
regarding the British Empire as made up
of one sovereign people—those of England, '
Ireland and Scotland—and a lot of tribu-
tary peoples residing in the Colonies,
which tributary' peoples are to think, work
and generally conduct themselves so as
to swell the trade and glory of the Uni-
ted Kingdom. So the Scotsman speaks of
Newfoundland as troublesome and un-
grateful, and would, if it had the courage
of its convictions, suggest that Newfound-
land should be spanked by a small expe-
dition sent out for that purpose. ‘

The Scotsman’s attitude would be of no
importance were’ it not, unfortunately,
true that many persons of influence in the
Uni Kingdom are thoroughly in ac-

and irresistible impulse to make a cheap|yeglize the atmosphere. It is not enough|

.| labors under disadvantages, it is probably

| us safe on the Pacific and Atlantic.

! have no - lands to conquer, and do not
| warships. We have no enemy to repel and|

of a good understanding with the United|to small compass just so many misstate- |

cord withi;‘:e Edinburgh journal. These
people cling stubbornly to their delusions,
and many of them will not live long |
enough to be cured of this lop-sided Im-
perialism. The yeunger men who hold
these errors, however, will be cured. Theyi
are broader of mind than their fathers;
and they will not so persistently shut[
their eyes to the truth. The Old Coun-;‘
try’s idea of Imperialism will gradually

be corrected, rounded out, broadened by |

the combined influences of the other self-
governing countries of the Empire. ;

If the Scotsman is looking for trouble-
some and ungrateful people why does iti
not examine the Scots and the Irish and!
the English? Why does it not discipline;
Lord Rosebery who threatened sccessinn’}
the other day—not because Downing street|
was infringing Magna Charta, but because
the War Secretary had decided to move a
Scottish cavalry regiment into England. 1

IN THE LARGER SPHERE |

The election of Mr. Devlin for Nicolet,
draws from the Montreal Standard some|
reflections upon the status of Canadians

Andreal. Being unusually ferocious thfase‘ who have entered politics in England. 1t! Mr. Hatheway, when he writes of de-|
gentlemen agreed to use the regulat.loni finds that men who won high places heva | tence, military organization and kindred
army revolvers, awkward weapons which, | ottracted little attention in: the Wideri matters, throws logic to the winds. While

sphere across the water. The Standard|
says:

“Another who may be called (without
offence) a greater than Mr. Devlin, the;
Hgn. Edward Blake, formerly leader of|
the Liberal party in the Dominion, alsoi
failed conspicuously in the British Com-
mons to make a name for himself. In our|
Canadian Parliament he stood in the ﬁrst;
rank. He was not an emotional orator, |
but in the presentation of facts, in the
cogency of his reasoning, he was remorse-
less. And scarcely a single political oppo-
nent, however eminent, dare attack him.
The British Commons has a dwarfing
effect. One may be able, and yet noﬂ

to be able to make a good speech. One
needs to know exactly what the House
stands for. !

“And it stands for so much that is‘}
venerable and august, so much that is
embedded in the records of the struggle
for constitutional liberty, so much in the
way of nice appreciation, that it is diffi-
cult for one born out of the country to
quite conquer the situation. There is a
certain bloodlessness in Mr. Blake which
might account for the sense of coldness,
which he produces in his audience when
he rises to speak; but Mr. Devlin was
perfervid, and yet he did not command
success in any notable degree. The Brit-
ish House is peculiar in this respect, that
while it admires the reasoned argumefit,
it takes much thought of persomality. Mr.
Parnell was as cold as ice, yet he held
the intense regard of every man in the
House, who hung upon 'his utterances.
The great Irish leader spoke with author-
ity, and with the consciousness tha{:‘ffle
was the uncrowned King of :L_rdqnd« Mr.
Devlin, however, will be at home in our
own House of Commons, and rumor in-
sists that he will speedily be taken .into
the Cabinet as Solicitor-General. He is
certainly a genial fellow, and will doubt-
less feel happier at Ottawa than in Len-
don.”

This same thought has occurred to many,
doubtless, in connection with Mr. Blake.
While it must be true that success on the
larger stage must be more difficult than
here, and while the man from oversea

true that Mr. Blake’s mental power would |
have won him a conspicuous place in the
British Commons had he gone to England
when he was a much younger man. He
exhausted himself in a prolonged, bitter
and losing fight in Canada, and when he
went away it was the retreat of a man
who had passed the zenith of his powers.

CANADA AND DEFENCE

Mr. W. Frank Hatheway, over his own
signature in the current Canadian Maga-
zine, writes on “Education in Canada.”
With respect to educational matters he
passionately affirms much that is obvious.
In the middle of his article he places him-
self on record with respsct to this
country’s military situation, and here,
at length, we are permitted to see matters
ag he sees them. He writes:

“Canada, however, shows small inclination
to establish herself on the firm ground of
thorough education. A young country of six
millions which has no enemy, which needs
no defence, only a fairly strong milita
police, is turning the people away 'trom edu-

| cation and embarking on a policy of defence, |

Little
Switzerland, which sSpends three dollars a|
head for education, has to have an army
and forts, but why should we need them?
The Arctic zone on the north bars out the|
Russian bear. The Monroe Doctrine ma(l)(“est

y

!

®
need |

as if war were knocking at our gates.

neighbors to the gouth are our friends.

do not need more forts. We do need the
ordinary active militia such as we had in|
1890 to 1900 to act as police. Externally we
are safe and protected. Our expansion must
be internal.’”’

If Mr. Hatheway will look this over
critically in cold blood, he will be shock-
ed to discover that it is, in substance and
tenor, untrue and misleading. This coun-
try is not turning people away from edu-
cation. It is not embarking on a policy of
defence as if war were knocking at our|
gates. The Arctic zone on the north bars|

out nobody. The Monroe Doctrine makes |

us safe nowhere—mot even on South!
Wharf. Indeed, Mr. Hatheway crowds in~i

ments as there are sentences. The struc-|
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'ing on what people think is their love for

'take a hand in the end in curbing the

| me -yesterday indicates that a start has

the Telephone Company.” !

ture he rears upon these misstatements is
of the flimsiest construction. There is, in-
deed, absolutely no excuse for it.

His reference to the Monroe Doctrine—a
somewhat astonishing one it is—will serve
to excuse the reproducfion of the following
from the Canadian Gazette, London:

*‘Canada, in fact, whether she likes it or
not, is becoming a world-power. She comes
into touch with the interests of other world-
powers at many points, and she cannot|
shirk the responsibiilty which this contact|
invoives. How best to mest that responsi-
bility it is for her Ministers to determine.
They may hope to meet the need by a Cana-
dian naval force, corresponding -to that
which Australia is creating—a iorce under
Colonial control and yet available for the
purposes of Imperigl defence at the dis-
cretion of the Colonial authorities. They
may, on the other hand, see.the wisdom of
becoming active sharers in the general de-
fensive sea forces of the Empire, knowing
that the enemies of the Empire are Canada’s,
enemies, and that the only force Canada |
need fear in any crisis’ is the force against:
which the wholp- weight of the Empire would
necessarily be directed. One thing we need
never again expect to hear, and that is al
Canadian Minister arguing that measures of
Canadian defence are unnecessary because of |
the protection of the Monroe doctrine. The
Monroe doctrine rests upon the United States:
Navy, and when Canada means to look to|
the United States Navy ffor protection, she;
will surely be prepared to pay her share ofl
its maintenance. The respons.bility is Can-|
ada’s own; she can no longer deny its exist-|
ence; and she will not much longer hesi-|
tate to meet it.”

we are about it we may mention that the
lack of reasoning in the Canadian Maga-
zine article from which we have quoted is
fairly matched by the wild, incoherent
cries emitted in last night's Globe by
“Peace” in weeping over “Boys and Mili-
tarism.” ‘Peace” calls upon all hands to
“‘oppose the powers who would use the
boyhood of the nation as a cheap and
easily trained jackal whereby to hunt out|
game for their masters, who exist in the
guise of companies or trusts, or capital in
some form which hails a war as it does
any big chance for increasing its wealth.”
And again: “The editor who writes up
school boy drills and armaments may be
the conscious or unconscious tool of the
class or the company or the government
whose personnel wants war for private
ends. He copies all the items he can gath-
er from exchanges in favor of war, though
always declaring his abhorrence of it; he
puts in glaring headlines any hint of na-
tional or international dispute that may
possibly lead to . an attack; he makes
mountains out of mole hills in the interests
of the war party; he panders to the mean-
est elements in men’s mind under the cap-
tious title of Patriotism; he coarsens’”—
ete., ete. :

The foregoing, of course, is not argu-
ment. It is some sort of a fit. It is pos-
sible that “Peace,” when the paroxysm is
over, will be able to understand and to

ihave been conferred upon the new com-

tions. The Springﬁeld Republican, on the
other hand, strongly contends that the
French will not turn back. It says: -

“Agitation and romonstrance in this
country, or elsewhere, against the French
government’s anticlerical policy would seem
to be as effectual as a mass-meeting against
an eruption of Vesuvius. It has been
truly said that the separation of church
and state in France «s an accomplished
fact. It may not be so complete a separ-
ation as exists in America, énd the church
may have a grievance as to the terms of
the settlement, but nothing could now be
more certain than that France is not going
back to the concordat and that the state
is not going to appropriate its funds for
the maintenance of religious worship.”

* * *

The Montreal Standard urges speed in
transportation expansion. It says:

“What remains is the equipment of all
our ports, instantly and efficientiy. This
is a matter quite too large for accomplish-
ment by any single municipality. It is
a government concern. It transcends the
city or the province. It is vital to the
country as a whole.

“It is doubtful at present wh#t powers

mission which will take over the affairs
at the port of Montreal; but the whole
country knows how the work of improve-
ment has been retarded for years, to the
serious detriment of business, producing
a condition ‘of chaos which moved Mr.
Arthur Piers, the general manager of the
C. P. R. steamship service, to denounce
the present conditions in the strongest
possible terms. ;

“Not only should the present works at
Montreal be finished without further de-

lay, but shore derricks and other facilities
should be furnished, while as for the ports
of St. John, Halifax, and Quebec, large ex-
tensions and renovations are necessary, and
these should be instantly undertaken by
the Federal Government.”

St. John and Montreal.
(Montreal Gazette.)

If there is any one class of citizens of
Canada who should take a lively interest
in the welfare of the port of Montreal it
is the farming population. According to
the Trade and Navigation report for the
year ended June 30th, last, within a frac-
tion of one-half of the entire agricultural
exports of Canada passed through the port |
of Montreal. Probably closz upon 85 per!
cent of the agricultural products of Can-

ada shipped abroad through Canadian sea-

ports passed through Montreal. The fol- |
lowing table shows the situation at a|
glance. The first column shows the total:
value of agricultural exports which passed
through the port, and the seeond the per|
centage of these exports to the total agri-|

cultural exports of the country:

admit that The Telegraph never said the Per
boys of the boys’ brigades should be train-| Port. Exports.  cent. |
ed.to murder and to loot in the interests Mont;r‘?‘z;._ln... S eese ﬁ?,;gé,é}’g 4!7);
of capital. But, while possible, it is not gﬁnJoh; 1&(§. .j?;..).::.....11:186;413 9:3
probable. Niagara Falls .. .. .. .. 9,761,477 8.1
And now let us get nearer home. We|Coaticook.... .. e ... 9,277,816 7.7,
are all against war and i are all in favor All other ports.. «. «s.. 2?,204,523 }-83
of peace. But as we go along we shall| mos) |, ...... .. $120518207 100.0

make increasing preparation against fire,
disease, accidents,—and war. We are go-
ing to spend more money rather than less
money on military edpcation and military
supplies.- We are goimgs to have less fuss
and feathers and more efficiency—less gold
lace and more men who can make a rifle
even like unto the strength of ten. "This
military preparation will not prevent us
from being a highly ‘educated nation, nor
will it lessen the per capita consumption
of flour. It will, however, render quite
impossible the folly represented in the
statement that Canadians are protected by
the Monroe Doctrine. In the event of
trcuble—which we shall ever try to avoid—
we may be somewhat handicapped by the
existence among us of a small Bocialistic
element whose activities on such an occas-
ion might be viewed with distrust. These
passive resisters we shall doubtless set in
the forefront of the battle, bidding them
work out their own salvation. We know
that in such an hour they would be pleased
to note that—albeit against their advice—
the country had made effective prepara-
tion, that its guns were good and that its
men could shoot straight, that its officers
knew their bloody business to a nicety,
and that all hands were going to give a
good account of themselves.

Says “Peace” in one of his most touch-
ing passages:

“No journalist can be ignorant of the

causes of modern wars, nor the reasons
for keeping up the military spirit and trad-

their country. Knowing this he should be
ashamed to mislead his readers. He knows
that no country on earth is safer than
(Canada against attack. She can have no
enemies except those of her own making.”

What drivel! Suppose somebody gouges
off another slice of our territory—will that
enemy be of our own making? When
“Peace” has learned to ride and to shoot

and ‘has paid-his taxes his mind will be ] 5
easier. But nothing will ever cure his Port o' Many Ships
logic. It’s a sunny, pleasant anchorage, is King-
dom Come,
X Where crews is always-layin’ aft for double-
tots o’ rum.
NoTE AND COMMENT N there'stdancin' 'n’ fiddlin’ of ev’ry kind,
o’ sort— i

Hicks, the California man whose courage
was admired the world around, was daunt- |
ed by the spot light. He tackled the stage.
Read the sad story as a Boston journal
recites it:

Hicks, the dug-out, whos: first taste of
freedom was a meal of plug tobacco, found
when he entered the entertainment profes-|
sion at $600 a week that he had bitten off
more than he could chew. After one woful |

{spasm of stage fright he has gone back to| All the sunken hookers

the peaceful picking of $3 a day.

*» ® *®

Lindala, the Toronto Socialist mayoralty

candidate, was about as"much surprised as;

lanybody by the size of the vote he re

i ceived. Interviewed the day after election |

he said: S
“I look to ‘see people the world over

monopolistic desires of the wealthy and|
the powerful. Cartainly the vote cast for|

been made in that direction. The vote I
got was much greater than I had expected,
and I can only account for it on the ground |
that the p=ople desired to rebuke one who |
can only be viewed as the mouthpiece of!
corporations such as the Street Railway|
Company, the Electric Light Company and |

|

* * =

~Many have pradicted a reaction in

France with respect to-the religious ques-

A glance at this table will show, in the
first place, that the two Canadian ports
which do most of the loud talking are|
missing. Their business insofar as the‘
export of agricultural products is concern-
ed is insignificant. Halifax in the year un-
der review only handling about two per
cent, and Quebec less than a quarter pf
one per cent. A second glance at it will |
show that only two Canadian sea ports are
included, Montreal and St. John. All the
others are Canadian customs ports for
goods consigned for export via United
States seaports. Coaticook is the port of
entry for exports via Portland, Niagara
Falls and Fort William for exports via|
New York, Boston and other United
States ports. In addition a very consider-
able portion of the remaining eighteen per
cent credited to “other ports” is made up
either of exports made to the United
States for consumption in that country
or for export via United States ports.
From these figures it would, therefore, ap-
pear that so far as the farmer is: concerned
there are only two Canadian seaports,
Montreal in the summer, and St. John in
the winter.

= Courteous Methods

(Washington Star),

W. L. Davis, of Findlay, Ohio, whose
prosecution assisted to convict the Stand-|
ard Oil Company of restraining trade,said
the other day about trust methods:

“There are a number of trusts that with,
some ingenious quibble break the law and
then believe that their quibble will save
them. ; -

“I'hey remind me of two little Find-
lay boys.

“The mother of one boy said to him
last Christmas morning:

“< don’t want you to go to Johnny
Smith’s to play with his Christmas toys.
He’s very rude.

“ ‘Al right, mother,” the lad answered;
and a few moments later, seeing the/
Smith boy on his doorstep, he said: -

“<Johnny, mother says I can’t go in|
your house to play with your toys because
you're rude. You come on in my house—
I ain’t rude.’”

It’s a fine place for sailor-men is that there

*N’ T wish—I wish as I was there.

The wind is never nothin’ more than jest
light airs,

'N’ no ome ever gets belaying’-pinned 'n’ no
one ever swears;

Yer free to loaf an’ laze around, yer pipe
atween yer lips,

Lollin’ on the fo'c’s'le, sonny, lookin’
the ships.

For ridin’ in the anchor the ships of all the

world - |
Have got one anchor down 'n’ all sdils furled. |
‘'n’ the crews as

at

took ’'n’ died, |
They lays there merry, sonny, swingin’ |

to the tide. !
*N’ I wish—I wish as I was there.

Drowned old wooden hookers, green wi’
i drippin’ wrack,
| Ships as never fetched to port, as never,

come back, |
Swingin’ to the blushin’ tide, dippin’ to the |
swell, |
'N’ the crews all singin’, sonny, beatin’ on
the bell.
'N’ 1 wish—I wish as I was there.
—Exchange.

The pine grosbeak, a beautiful Canadian
bird, is reported in parts of southern
Maine. He is a rare bird there, and only
comes when the weather is too cold in
the north. He is about the size of a
robin, not quite so long, but very plump.
The male has a red breast and red head
and dark green back, with white stripes
in the wings. The female has an ash-
colored breast, dark green back with
stripes in the wings. They seem to en-
joy the cold weather, for they play and

fly avound like the robins in midsummer.

{ myself.”

DOORS AJAR FOR AMERICANS
. IN SOUTH AMERICA

BY MAJOR JOIIN M. CARSON.

Chief of the Bureau of Manufacturers, Uni-
. ted States Census.

The recent visit of Secretary Root to
South America can be made highly bene-
ficial if our manufacturers will nurse the
triendly feeling that has been created and
improve the commercial advantages that
must spring from it.

Mr. Root directed the attention of the
people of the United States as a fraternal
neighbor, whose desire is to assist in de-
velopment of the varied and priceless nat-
ural resources of all countries of the Am-
erican continents through enlightened poli-
cies and methods that will make for the
common welfare,and his admirable speeches
in explaining this mission were received
with a degree of popular cordiality that
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augurs- well for better understanding and
closer relations in the future between the
United States and all American countries.

The value of the missionary work accom-
plished by Secretary Root should not be
overlooked nor the opportunities it crea-
ted neglected. Kuropean manufactured
preducts that fill the markets of South Am-
erica is knowledge of the needs of the peo-
ple, the character of commodities desired
and an application of the sagacity, persis-
tency and push that characterizes our busi-
ness men in the prosecution of enterprises
at home.

The commerce of South America is placed
approximately at $550,000,000 in imports and
$750,000,000 in exports. Of this trade the
United States last year had $75,000,000 of
the former and $140,000,000 of the latter;
that is, we bought from nearly double
the value of the merchandise sold to South
America, while Great Britain sold to the
value of $151,000,000,0f which $65,000,000 was
to Argentina alone. If the trade in cotton
piece goods be considered it will be found
that the entire value of such goods ex-
ported from the United States to South
America last year was $3,246,000, while the
sales of British goods of this description
amounted to $35,000,000, and including
other manufactures of cotton, to $40,000,000.

For the six months ended June 30, 1906,
Great Britain’s shipments of this class of
goods to South America aggregated $18,-

100,000, and for ths ten months ended Oc-
‘tober 31 mearly $35,000,000. To Argentina

alone, in the first six months of 1906 Greatl
Britain sold $7,000,000 worth of cotton piece
goods, or twice the entire fiscal year to all
the countries of South America.
Considering the advantage in possession
of raw material, joined to the superior skill
of operatives, abundance of capital and the
characteristic push of our people, it is not
creditable to American manufacturers that
Great Britain should be permitted to sell,
without serious opposition, in neighboring
American countries cotton piece goods

'equal to the aggregate value of goods of

this character sold by the United States
in all the countries of the world.

It must be stated, however, that notwith-
standing the difference exhibited by Amer-
ican manufacturers trade is increasing in
volume and variety 9 South American and |
in other countries in several lines of manu-
factured products.

Gems from the Boys
(Harper's.)

The next bit of history iy so extraordin-
ary that I must ask you to accept my
word of honor regarding its genuiness. I
copied it verbatim from a high school en-
trance paper, have nothing extenuated nor
set down aught in malice. ‘‘Robert Clive
was a brave man who went out to help
France to fight. They were searching all
around to ‘get a man who was willing to
come. So at last the King of France came
upon Robert Clive who was clerking be-
hind the counter in a country store; he;
was willing and came. But the King of:
France went away on business, and while|
he was away the King of Belgium came
over and drove about twenty-three thou-
sand into a dark cave; they were packed
so close together that in the morning all
that was living was twenty-three hun-
dred. So when the King returned he was
very much disappointed and threw all the
blame upon Robert Clive who said it was
not his fault and really he was not a bad
man at all. This hole was called the
Black Hole of Calcutta to this day.”

With an air of finality come these suc-
cinct statements:

“Gross ignorance is 144 times as bad as
just ordinary ignorance.”

“Anchorite, an old-fashioned hermit sort
of a fellow who has-anchored hisself to
one place.”

“The liver is an infernal organ.”

“Vacuum is nothing with the air suck-
ed out of it put up in a pickle bottle—it
is very hard to get.” .

Anatomy is ever a fertile field. “What

| does the abdomen contain?”’ a member of

Gy

he abdomen con-
liver, and interes-

the class was asked.
tains the stomach,
tines.”

The demand, “State clearly the composi-
tion of the blood. Show how alcohol in-
juriously affects it,” is thus clearly met:
“Jt is made up of seven million pale in-
sects and a few dozen bright red arterial
ones to every drop of blood that you can
lift on the point of a cambric needle. If
you drink beer in profusion or stronger
spirituous liquors it is instant death to]
the red insects. Being then lighter in
weight than the pale ones they come to|
the surface, and it is this that gives the!
hectic flush to the drunkard’s face.” Could
anything be more convincing?

The child who wrote the following is
evidently training for a clairvoyant’s chair
in a fore-telling bureau or a sub-editor-
ship with Zadkiel’'s almanac. “If a wo-
man goes without food and drink for any
great length of time,-say forty days and
nights, she will die at the end of a month;
or if her constituntion is specially deli-
cate she may live for a fortnight or less.”
It is so delightfully non-committal, but,
query—is it so very different from the
language of the regular practitioner?

Sunday schools centribute their quota,
“Who made your vile body?’ was the
gomewhat disconcerting question to the
shy little girl at the end of the bench.
“Please, mother ’;iid; I made the skirt

ANOTHER STEAMER
SERVICE FRON HERE

Mackenzie & Mann Seeking Bay
Line Between St. John and Port
Wade, Near Digby.

C. W. Spencer, general manager of the |

MacKenzie & Mann railway systems, was

in the city ‘osterday, his object here be-

ing to‘make enquiries with regard to the
institution of a steamship service be-
tween St. John and Port Wade Pier near
Digby (N. 8.)

When asked by a Telegraph reporter,
Mr. Spencer said the matter at present
was very indefinite. He could not say
whether the line would be established by
his own people or whether St. John
merchants would bz interested. He had
not seen-any local merchants during his
stay.

Speaking of the advantages of such a
steamship route Mr. Spencer said _the
MacKenzie & Mann system in Nova
Scotia already had a line from Halifax

to Yarmouth and from Port Wade,
which was better known as Victoria
Beach, to Bridgewater. The country

traversed had some of the most beautiful
gcenery in the province and a steamer
running bstween the points, he said,
would largely tend to open the country
and increase trade. At present he was
not prepared to say what would result
from his visit.

In reply to a question if the Canadian
Northern would likely seck an outlet to
the sea board through St. John, Mr.
Spencer laughingly remarked that any
speculatiorg on that point was decidedly
premature. The railway was a long way
off as yet. Mr. Spencer left for Montreal
on the evening train. »

NEW YORK SUN ON THE
LIBERAL CONVENTION

(New York Sun, Editorial.)

Berryman’s &all, St.-John (N. B.) A
Liberal mass meeting. Without simulating
any ferocious ardor for Dominion politics—
the home supply is large enough—kindly
notice how much the talk of this meeting
was like that which flows so freely in the
United States. The conventional phrases,
the inevitable formulas, the subjects and
the treatment were substantially the same.
The Hon. H. A. McKz2own spoke of the
necessity of organization and ‘“made an
eloquent plea for the purity of elections.”
The Hon. W. 8. Loggie, M. P., was sure
that the port of St. John “had a great
future”; he “paid a warm tribute” to the
work of the Minister of Railways and to
“the noble Miramichi.”” The government
will dredge and improve the noble Mira-
michi before long. A visiting member of
the Rivers and Harbors Committee would
hold no other strain. Mr. Loggie explained
that the year of the big deficit there were
good reasons for it. Now there was going
to be a substantial surplus: He made “a
few observations on the tariff.” In closing
he reaffirmed his belief, in the great future
of St. John. It is pa.{nful to know that
St. John doesn’t support the Ministry
which so affectionately supports St. John.

The Hon. E. H. McAlpine ’s address was
“out of the beaten path.” It was “alter-
nately eloquent, pungent, witty and caus-
tic.” Evidently the reporter is a Liberal.
Mr. McAipine described Sir John Pugsley
as “one of the ‘brainest men in Canada”
and said that “we want all the brainy men
we can get.” So “brainy” is over the bor-
der.
speech.

“In the next election,” said Solicitor-Gen-
eral Jones, “we should sweep the coun-
try.” The Hon. H. R. Emmerson, the pro-
vincial Premier and leader, laid himself
trustingly upon the bosom of the Peo-pul.

“While I have had success from time to
time’ and have reasons to feel grateful, I do
not feel there was any cccasion when I was
more proud than om that when I was re-
ceived by the people of Albert to be their
standard bearer. I am more proud of the
way I have been taken in the homes of the
people of the constituencies and having re-
ceived welcome from the hearts of the peo-
ple than I even am tonight. The masses
of the people have treated me better than
I deserve. I wish to leave my life work,
when that time comes, I wish to have the
good wishes of the common people, of whom
I come and of whom I am proud. I can go
through many counties and find more pec-
ple call me ‘Henry’ than will call me the
Hon. Mr. Emmerson, and I am proud of it.”

We regret to see that Ottawa is less for-
tunate than Washington. There is no
temple of truth there:

“You are going to meet a campaign of
slander against the Liberal party,’ you are
going to meet charges made in private, you
are going to read a machine letter, printed
as an Ottawa news letter, in which there
will be more lies than could be concocted
by Ananias and Sapphira if they ilved 4,000
years.”

In other speeches old friends are met;
yellow journals, corruption and graft.
Turn from them. The Hon. C. J. Osman,
M. P. P., for Albert, is speaking, but the
voice might be that of our own John Wes-
ley Gaines, or of the Hon. Abraham Lin-
coln Brick of Indiana:

“I come from an unknown land. The coun=

ty of Albert, one of the brightest jewels im
the cluster of jewels making the province.

We have the highest tides, the best class of

men and the fairest women.”

Which teaches us that the M. P.., the
M. P. P, and the M. C. are brothers un-
der their skins.

A Song of Undoing.

(New York Times).

I've pulled a million weeds or more and
still they keep on growing;

I've shoveled off a block of walk and yet it
keeps on snowing;

I breathed a lot of air in now—my Ilungs
are such a bother,

No ‘sooner is a breath gone out than I take
in another:

I put my foot down there just now-—what
wisdom is there in it?

To walk I have to pick it up—a dozen times
a minute;

It seems to me in all the world there’s only
trouble brewing

And half the time I spend is in undoing what
I'm doing.

I might as well not go to bed, for think
how great the blessing

Should I avoid the trouble both of dressing
and undressing.

The tie that cost me such a lot of effort ta
make pretty

I must undo again tonight—now, isn’'t that
a pity?

I fill my bin quite full of coal—a task it
was to earn it,

And then—what mockery it is—I have to go
and burn it. A

And all the winter days are spent in mak-
ing ice from water

Which melts right back again as soon ag
the spring days get hotter!

I often wonder what's the use! A dollar
bill—I make it,

And then no sooner is it made than I must
go and break it!

The maid who spreads my. bed so smooth
with not a cover crumpled

Comes back another day te find the sheets
and pillows rumpled!

My heart goOes” beating red blcod out—no
sooner sets it going

Than it comes straightway back again! O,
what a sorry showing
Does human effort make, I vow! -It'S not

: at all uplifting,
've quite a mind to quit outright and le
the world go drifting! . .

Hostess—‘Were you seasick comi ac :
i ¥ easick coming across,
Miss Pert—Oh,
wilflvh usg”’
ostess—‘‘But what has that i

your not being seasick?” e
Miss Pert—‘Well, you know, papa
judge and he overruled the motion.”

no! You see papa wad

is &

There is no tariff on the luxuries of .

P




