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Elagrars of .&arleto ve
of Hon. A. G. Blair's Course.

Tuesday evening Carleton gave Hon, A. G.

ir a reception which rivalled even the
great demonstmation made in the Opera
House on October 12. Not even the most
ardent supporiers of the minister who
loqked for a big meeting could have im-
egined that it would take the proportions
and enthusiasm that developed. For three
hours the people listened to speeches by
Mr. W. H. Trueman, Dr. Thomas Walker
and Hon. A. G. Blair and arose to the
highest point of enthusiasm when point
afier point was scored in favor of the
Laune;' administration. ~Mr. Trueman
and Dr. Wa.ker occupied an hour in their
addrceses and were given a great hearing.
Mr. B air was introdu.ed at 9 o'clock and
it.was to the evident regret of all that,
at 11 oc.ock, the minister had to bring
his speech to a cose in order to catch

the last trip ‘of the ferry for the cty. |

Throughout his masterly exposition of the
questiocns which enter into the present
compa gn he was heard with the closest
abtention. Applau e came spontaneously
as he made telling points' and time and
again he had to pause whle the great

gathering of electors cheered and cheered |

again. The meeting was entirely in accord
with the speaker in his c.ear, lucid ex-
planation of the issues.

As to numbers, the city hall could not
bave contained mo.e people. They occu-
pied every seat, they stood in the aisles
and alout the door, they came round to
the platform ante rooms and stood there,
while extra seating accommodati-n had to’
be placed upon the platform. The Con-
servat ves made much ado about the meet-
ing last we k in the same hall, addressed
by Mr. Foster. On that occasion all who
desired seating accommodation had it and
there were seats for some hundreds more.
That such a turnout greeted Mr.. Foster
was a source of jubilation, and strong ex-
pressions were made by them that the
minister of railway’s vote in the West End
would be considerably under that of the
ex-finance m'nister. The hopes of the op-
position must be small after last night’s
demonstration which showed that Hon.
Mr. Blair is Oarleton’s choice and that
the people of the western side of the hur-
bor have known how to choose between
the man who has St. John’s interests at-
heart and has shown it, and the man who
let 11 years of power as a cabinet min-
ister slip by without benefiting the met-
ropolis of New Brunswick.

The meeting last night showed by ap-
plause when Hon. Mr Blair began his re-
marks on the winter port situation that
that was a subject they were desirous of
‘hearing the minister discuss. Their
thorough accord with him was made meni-
fest throughout by the tremendous ap-
plause which reached an ovation as he vig-
orously announced his position and show-
ed up the real idea of the campeign which
-had 'been inaugurated egainst him.

The meeting was presided over by Mr.
Joseph B. Stubbs. It began promptly at
8 o'clock. The “minister was given a re-
ceptipn which' showed at the start that
Carleton was in strong support of him for
the people cheered and cheered as he took
his s#it' on the platform. Among those
seated {there were Messrs, Jarvis Wils n,
George 'R. Davis, T. H. Bullock, George
MecAvity, D. J. McLaughlin, R. O'Brien,
H.:J. Olive; ‘Samuel Vilson, Jdmes Arm-
str@ng. James Britfain; John Righards, J.
Moarris Rebitisony: Hev. Jolin Clarke, Hugh
Gregary,, W, .C. R. Allan, Thomés M¢&1

Robert Fair, John Hes'am, John L. Car-
leton, R. R. Rankine, Ald. Millidge, T. L.
Hay, George McSorley, Uriah Drake, Ed- |
wand - McNeeley; Daniel Fitzgerald, ‘W.
Lockhait, jr., C. B. Allan, Timothy Dono-
van, Dr. Thomas Walker, Fdward Sears,
‘W. H. Trueman, John Keeffe »nd others.

The ghairman firet introduced  Mr. W.
H. Trueman, who was warmly received.

W. H. TRUEMAN.

The Jekyll and Hyde Campaign of Sir
~ Charles Tupper.

Mr. Trueman dealt forcibly and elo-
quently with the matter of sending forth
the Canadian contingents to South Africa,
showing the double scheme which Sir
Charles Tupper hoped to work against the
government on opposite appeals to the
¥nglish provinces and Quebec. But Sir
Wilfrid Laurier had taken the opinion of
the people of Canada. The troops went
within three weeks after the war broke
out. They fought well for their country
and so far as any advantage tg.the honor
of Canada ' could be won by those men
it had been done: (Applause.) And while
they were bravely battling in South Africa,
we: find: 8ir Charles Tupper m a different

ission in Canadae He had sought oppor-
tuni$y td villify the people of Quebec. It
was then said that if there was an expres-
sion against the province of Quebec that
Sir ‘Charles was not responsible, but rather
the Conservative press and irresponsible
people. Mr. Trueman showed that Sir
Charles himeslf had not failed to use what
he thought was a feeling running high
against the province of Quebec, and also
that Sir Charles had said there were Boers
among the French-Canadians, and it was
not for the Conservative party to say that
at no time did they attack the loyalty of
the province of Quebec. Just when our
soldiers were hattling in South Africa, Sir
Charles was trying to rend and dismem-
ber the confederation by putting one prov-
ince against another. When his appeal to
the English provinces failed, it occurred to
Sir Charles to go into Quebec and try his
blandishments there, Mr. Trueman show-
ed that the time had passed when race
could be set against race, or religion
against religion. Tn fir Wilfrid Laurier
we had-a man who could bind together
the people. Dr. Stockton had quoted Mr.
Tarte and called him isloyal. Dr. Stock-
ton: should look to the loyalty of Sir
Charles rather than of Mr. Tarte. (Ap-
planse.) The Liberal party sought to pre-
scrve the unity ¢f Canada, concord of the
races. freedom of religion and a policy ap-
plicable to all the people. (Cheers).

= DR, THOMAS WALKER

o

Cersures the St. John Common Council.

Df. Thomas Walker. was intro-
duced. He said his remaks would
be brief for all wanted to hear our next
member, Hon. Mr. Blair. (Applause.) Af-
ter a careful review of the whole situa-
tion’ he felt the best interests of the coun-
try ‘would be best left with the Lib-
eral government . and the interests of the
city “would be best conserved by Laving
Hon, Mr. Blair as our representative. (Ap-
plause.) Dr. Walker spoke of the winter
port: matter. He asked what did it matter
if he, having made a bargain with another
man a,third man ,steppe: in. Would it not
be tight to demand that the bargain be
carfied out..{Applause.) Mr. Shaughnessy’s

| prise.

to Boston. Mr. Blair’s great offence was
that he had built up the I. C. R., the peo-
ple’s railroad, of which we were the bond-
holders. If the ¢ommon council was as
anxious to hold the C. P. R. to its bargain
as to make political capital the thing could
be done. One member or the common coun-
cil said if the Liberals were sustained he
would pull up stakes and leave the coun-
try. The speaker said if three-quarters of
the members of the council would do so
it would be better. (Great applause.) Dr.
Walker then briefly spoke of the position
that Canada had attained. He next said
that it was claimed against Col. Tucker
that he had made but two or three speeches
n parliament. The speaker thought that Co)
Tucker’s abilities as a worker for his con-
stituency were of more good than oratory.
Dr. Walker spoke of Mr. Foster who was
in no way likely to do anything for St.
John and he closed by an eilpigtssion of
faith in Mr. Blair and a call for his trium- |

HON. A. G. BLAIR

[ ] ¥
States the Canadian Pacific Will Have to
Yield.

Hon. A. G. Blair was then introduced.
When the cheering with which he was
greeted had subsided the minister said that
while he was on the platiorm tonight in
his own interests he was there more in
the interests of the city and county of
St. John, (Applause.) .The government
of Canada, he said, deserved well at the
hands of this conslituency. They came
into power in 1896, many of them new ‘to
the federal arena, and said that there was
good work to do. During a term of years
embracing much if not all of the years of
Conservative regime, the administration of
Qanada had not been of such a character
as Canada deserved. A portion of Canada
had been grievously negieoted. The prov-
ince. of New  Brunswick duuing-
the 11 years in which his opponent, Mr.
Foster, was minister had not had thé ser’
vice at his hands which his position and
influence made it right to expect from him,
It was amaz.ng to see Mr. Foster sit in
the council chamber silent ‘while St. John-
was overridden in the passenger and
freight steamer contracts. -(Applause.) Mr
Blair took up the charges that the Liberal
government had not kept its pledges. He
showed what were the contentions of the
opposition and took up one by ome the
pledges of the platform which the Liberal.
party had in convention adopted, and as
he showed by plain statement of facts
and .figures that these pledges had been
kept, his remarks were time and again
heartily cheered. ;

Passing on, the minister took up some
of the canvasses which had been made
against him by the opposition in St. John.
He heard that Dr. Stockton had been
charging him with being

The Enemy of the Laboring Man

and that he had driven the Kingston loco~
motive works to suspend. In crushing
terms Mr. Blair scored ‘Dr. Stockton for
making such assérfions without knowledge
of the facts. ' These Mr. Blair recited. He
told that he had found the I, C. R. in need
of locomofaves for conduct of business of
the road, and he went to the Kingston
locomotive works, and found out just how
much of' the work the works cou!d under-
take. Then he gave orders to the Kingston
concern for the full number ‘of locomotives
they could build. The . Kingston works
were the only locomotive works in Can-
ada and, for work over and above the
capacity of that comcern, he was forced
to go to the United States. He was pleased
with the work the Kingston works had
done, and had given them what they
could do even though the case was that
he had to pay 84500 to the Kingston
works for & locomotive he got in the United
States for $9,80v. Furthermore, said Mr.
Blair, when the Kingston works shut
down, which was a matter in which the
.government had entirely nothng to do,
it was a fact that two orders for locomo-
tives for the I. C. R. were in the works
and those locomotives had not been deliv-
ered up to the present day. He took up
also the small canvass that Mr. Foster had
been making. One thing was that the L.b-
erals had promised to reduce the price of
oil and had not done so. Mr. Blair
squelched this effectually by quoting a
letter from Mr. H .A. Drury, manager
for the marit me provinces of the lubri-
cating department of the ‘Imperial Oil
Comypany. In it he wrote that he found
in looking over his files that in 1896 their
price to all retail storekeejers in the city
was 21 cents a gallon for Chester, White
Rose, etc., wh.ch were looked upon as
about the best oils. Their price for the
same oils in the same trade this year was
only 18} cents a gallon. (Loud applause.)
. The minister then continued:

The Fvelght Question.

I want to have a word to say on the sub-
jeet which I know is of great -interest
to you, not only here, but to the.constit-
uency generally., I refer to the alleged
difference between the Canadian Pacific
and the Intercolonial. (Cheers). 1 have
nothing to fear, Mr. Chairman, from an
honest examination of this whole ques-
tion; T have nothing to fear from all the
facts being exposed to the public eye. 1
came into this constituency and accepted
the offer which the Liberal party did me
the honor to make, with the full expecta-

tion that  everything that po-
litical opponents could do or
say, everything that political com-

binaftions could get together in order to
injure my position before this comstitu-
ency would be resorted to on this ques-
tion, Tt does not a¥ all take me hy sur-
I knew that I should be partic-
ularly subject to the imfluence of the
Canadian Pacific. Now, I am not wild
nor blind-enough to ignore the enormous
influence of that great corporation. No
man of judgment, who has had any exper-
ience in public life, and@ I think I have
had a few lessons taught me during” 18
years ol executive responswility, would
invite the powerful influence of such a
company, or precipitate a conflict with
it. "T"want the people of this constitu-
ency to:understand that I ath' not the
creature -of any rash impulse; that I am
not acting from any hasty conelusion;
that what I have done has been the re-
sult of long and careful copsulation and
consideration; and, let me add, that 1
do not stand alone, but in the action
which I have felt it my duty to take, 1
have at my back the whole force and
weight of the cabinet ¢f Sir Wilfrid Laur-
ier. (Cheers). It will occur to the judg-
ment of the people of this constituency
that this whole thing is the outcome of
politics on the one hand, and .of, shall
1 say, inordinate greed on the other.
Those who are opposed to me would

probably catch at anything that
would afford them a ray of
hope ‘. of . muccess in. this'. confest.

Theg;efom,, perhaps, T ought not to-be sur-
prised that- they should avail themselves

latest defence was that he could not miake
as much money’ for his bondholders; by
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' view of railway business. (Cheers.)
admitted further that there was né rail-

do say that it is a matter of wonder to
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me that’ i)\igiﬂé' of ‘that the ‘people have
not. felt. as their first impulse and as their
paturally continuing thought that this
whole businegs is-a deliberate and deter-
mined effort on the part of the Canadian
Pacific Railway, at this juncture and on
the eve of an election, to bring pressure
upon the government and upon the min-
ister' of railways to secure what on their
strict merits and as a matter of right they
have no right to.” (Cheers.) I have under-
stood from two or three reliable quarters
that Mr. Shaughnessy stated last year
when he brought up this question that if
there'was an election on then he would be
able to squeeze the minister of raliways
and force him to .accede to his demands,
but ‘that he is.afraid now that the cry of

“wolf” having been raised so often the-

people are beginning to realize that it is
only an empty cry and that there is no
reason, for it. (Cheers).

The Nature of the Trouble.

Let me state to’yom yust what the pre-
cise nature of this trouble is between the
C. P. R. and the 1. C. R., and let me give
you my views as to the proper way in
which to meet it. The Canadian Pacific
claims that the Intercolonial ought to
allow thém into their territory. I am now
speaking from a railroad point of view—
ought to allow -them to send their officers
and agents along the line of the I. C. R.
east of St.John,from Moncton east to Hali-
fax_and on the branch lines connecting
with the Intercolonial, to solicit from
shippers freight destined for points west
of the point from which it is shipped, such
freight to be sent over the Canadian
Pacific via 8t. John instead of being sent
over the I. C. R. to Montreal. Now the
effect of conceding that would be that
the C. P. R. would take away from us the
major part of our business, would take
from us a profitable part of our business,
and would have the effect of diminishing
our business year by year,.so that in a
short time our line between Moncton and
Montreal would be nothing more:than a

branch line. Now we say that such a thing-

bas never been known - railroad ‘experi-
ence, and in an interview between Mr.
Shaughnessy and the members of the cor-
poration of the city of St. John a short
hand report of which interview I hold 'in

my hand, Mr. ‘Shaughnessy himself ad-'
mitted that' my position in the matter’

was a sound position from the point of
He

way company in the world that he could
mention which had yielded to any such
demand or request by any other railway
company as he had made wupon us.
(Cheers.) He said it is railway business
to take the stand the minister of railways
takes; but, he said, “We are coming down
here to do business at this port, and ad-
vantages ought to be conceded to us by
the government, even to the detriment of
the Intercolonial, which will enable us to
get better results than we would other-
wise secure.”. That is the position he
takes. He says, “We bring a large number
of loaded cars down here We ought to
have from your line such a quantity of
freight as to enable us to send back a
larger proportion of these cars loaded than
we now get, because it ‘would be an ad-
vantage to us to-.send them back loaded
rather ‘than empty.” That is’'a proposition
which will not he disputed; but while it
would be an advantage to the Canadian
Pacific, it would be a distinct and mani-
fest : disadvantage - to the Intercolonial.
(Hear, hear.) The question is whether
I ought, ds'a ‘minister responsible for the
proper management - of ‘the Intercolonial,
voluntarily: surrénder’ business advantages
and benefits which belong to the Inter-
colonial in order that greater advantages
and benefits should’ accrue to the Cana-
dian Pacific. T have not been able to see
my duty in that direction Look at it for
a moment. Upon what reasonable ground
can the Canadian Pacific ask  that: we
should take back our cars empty to Mon-
treal in order that they might take more
of their cars back full? Where would that
thing stop?. When would the point be
reached at which I ought, in the interest
of the country—because I qnust have re-
gard to the interest-of:the country as a
whole, and I will show you that those in-
terests are not antagonmistic to yours—to
stop? If 1 caused the Intercolonial, which
brings the largest part of its traflic from
west to east, and has a large proportion of
empty cars to go back, to increase the
number of its empty cars, would it be
right to do this in order that the C. P. R.
might have a greater number of loaded
cars to take back to the same destination?
It would not be good business; it would
not be common sense. Mr. Shaughnessy
has been encouraging the belief that this
is the main object of all this ado. It is not.
It is not what he would be getting just
now, or what he has in times past got
under the. old contract; but what he hopes
to get in the future. In 1887 the C. P. R.
got a contract from the late government
for a term of ten years, which allowed
them to go.into I. C. R. territory and
take traffic and bring it by way of 8St.
John to Montreal, thereby preventing us
from carrying it over our own line. We

The Intercolonial Rival.

only went to Levis in those days. Now we
are in Montreal. It was not therefore so
large a question then as it is today. If we
had not gone to Montreal our business
would not have been as large as it is. It
has enormously increased. We have made
an arrangement with the Grand Trunk
by which we have the use of their tracks
and terminals. This costs us a good deal of
money; but not more than they are worth.
We are into Montreal there as a great
commercial centre, where the Intercolo-
nial ought to have been long ago, and
if this demand of the C. P. R. ought to
be acceded to then we should never
have dreamt of going to Montreal, and
our effort to build up the road so as to
afford additional facilities to the people
is a mistake. The C. P. R. is simply ask-
ing us to lie down and say to them: “We
are willing to yield to your demands and
take what business you will give us if
you will only continue to do your winter
business at the port of St. John.” That
is The position they are putting them-
selves in, and that is the position they
are asking us to put ourselves in. There
is no reason or business in it. (Applause).

The Grand Trunk Arrangement.

The C. P. R. claims that this trouble

is due to some unfair arrangement that -

we have entered into with the Grand
Trunk, but we have done nothing of the
ind. The traffic arrangement which
we made with the Grand Trunk was a
strict business arrangement such as would
be entered into between two railway com-
panies for their mutual -advantage. We
now connect with the Grand Trunk at
Montreal, but before we made that con-
nection it was agreed that in considerm-
tion of their giving -us-all the business
which came over their line to Montreal
destined for points on the I.'C. R., we
should give them at Montreal all un-
consigned freight which came over the
1. C. R. intended for points west of
Monitreal. . That arrangement did not and
does not touch the export-business: at all.

We did not, as the Sun has stated-and !

da Mr. Foster has implied, sent  freight
to Montreal be taken by the Grand
Trunk to d for export: Our ar-
rangement with the Grand Trunk only
applies to business going west inland, and
to no other business. The C. P. R. has
the right to go on our line and solicit
freights intended for points west of Mont-
real, to be sent by our line and delivered

to them at any point of junction they
may name ear ' Montreal. “We
do mnot” conseht to them taking

it away from ou? line near St. John, be-
cause we can hmul it to ‘Montreal ocur-
selves. If they ‘can take it off our line
and haul it at a profit surely we can haul
it at a greater profit on our own rcad.
We have a better line, the grades are
easier and we can haul to better advan-
tage, altheugh our line js 75 miles longer
than the C. P. R. from points east of

| Mongton to Montreal, and when they ask

us to give them our business we say no,
we are as well able to haul our own busi-
ness to Montreal as you are, and we can
make as much money out of it. (Cheers).
That is the purpose for which the rail-
way was built—to haul freight. We are
in the railway business and we must
continue to do business according to rail-
way rule and usage. As I have said,
when you get into Montreal the C. P.
R, is on just as good a footing as the
Grand ‘I'runk for business that is uncon-
signed. They can go to Halifax or to any
point in Nova Scotia and can solicit ship-
pers to send freights for points
beyond Montreal by their line af-
ter those freights reach Montreal. The
Grand Trunk has no right to it at all
and would not get it if the -shipper desig-
nated that it should be handed over to
the C. P. R. at some point of junction at
or near Montreal. We have always been
willing to give it*to them, and if they have
not got it it is because shippers have not
so routed their goods. We have treated
the C. P. R. strictly from the business
point of view.

Mr. Shaughnessy Bluffing.

I believe the C. P. R. have no notion
of withdrawing from the port of St.
John. (Cheers). They have not the
slightest idea of doing so. You cannot
find a railway man who knows anything

‘about the railway situation in the United

States or elsewhere, but who will tell
you thalt it is idle nonsense for the Cana-
dian Pacific to talk about taking their
trade to Boston. They cannot get there
on anything like the favorable conditions
they can get at this port. (Cheers). Are
they going to Boston for the sake of pun-
ishing the I..C. R., .or the government,
or the minister of railways? After the
election they camnot do me any harm for
four or five years. (Cheers). It just hap-
pens thalt there is an election on and the
C. P. R. have the idea that they c¢an
take the minister of mailways and the
government by the, throat and compel
them, for fear ¢f the consequences in St.
John, to surrender to their terms. 1
know as well as I know anything in the
world is that this is.the whole spirit and
iobject of the C. P,-R.,, and I will say-
what I have mot sasd before on any pub-

lic platform, that this is so transparent |

a bluff that I wonder it is atbempted to
be imposed upon the intelligent judgment
of any community. . (Cheers). They may
make up their minds to this: Mr. Shaugh-,
nessy has been giving an interview to the
newspapers in which he makes certain
statements. I cangot go' into them all

“tonight. .He says he.will not eontinue ‘to

do business here i I. tell you he. will.
(Cheers).. At the comclusion of his imter-
view, Mr. Shaughnessy says that he'is
not in pelitics.~ Perhaps-he is not. But

it seems to me that -his ac-
tion coincides remarkably with
what  political considerations suggest-

If Mr. Shaughnessy is not in politics just
at this moment I am glad to know it, but
he has stumbled by some strange fatuity
into doing just what a persom would do
if he were in pojitics. (Laughter' and
cheers.) Mr. Shaughnessy and I are good
friends, and I have no feeling against
cither himself or the C. P. R. I had an
interview with him last week, but what is
ithe use of interviews? I know what he
wants, and he knows very well that I will
not yield it. (Cheers.)

We Understand One Another Thoroughly
Well,

and it just depends upon who can stand
out the strongest and show the most firm-
ness in the matter. 1 want to tell Mr.
Shaughnessy that I have, the government
has, considered this.question in all its
bearings and from every possible point of
view. We know from the statement of
the interview which I have referred to
that Mr. Shaughnessy would not pledge
himself ‘when asked by the corporation of
St. John whether, if the I. C. R. would
yield to his demand, he would pledge that
the C. P. R. would continue ‘the winter
port business in St. John. When asked
that question he declined. to say’ he would.
(Cheers.) * He said: *“The €. P. R. will
consider what its interests require at its
hands.”” (Applause.) It is not the busi-
ness that he could get today over the I
C. R. that he is concerned abeut, nor is
it the businesst he ha#” had *fgr the past
fow years, and T #sy this Decause Mr.
Shaughnessy.. told .50 himself. What
he wants 1510 get. do@trol of the I..€. K.
east of St. John, which is the best pagmng
portion of the road, in order that the C.
P. R. may secure the.great treific wihich
is going to result from the‘deyelopment
of business in Sydney; Sir V :
Horne is one 'of "thé directors oftH

pany which ' is :erecting the great iron
works at Sydney.. Mr, Shaughnessy knows
that as a result of this' great development
at Sydney the vohiige of ‘traffic done by
the I.°C. R. will be greatly:.added to and
their earnings materially increased, and he
wants to seeure that traflic. (Applause.)
'He admitted that to me himself within
the last week, that it was the future busi-
ness and not the present he was looking
for, and I want to know what the people
of the country would think of me as a
minister of the crown if I had not the
courage and the pluck to say, “You shall
not have it.” (Great cheering.) The I.
C. R. is the people’s railway, it has a gteat
tuture before it, and you will see traffic
carried over it to the port of St. John.
{Cheers.) We want it intact, we want it
to belong to the.peeple ofCamada, and it
will mever be surrendered-while I am min-
ister of railways. (G!'eg;t applause.)

St. John Wilt Get Fair Play.

Now, I want to advise the people. I
think in a limited way, and without being
pressed from benind by delegations or
other influences, I started in the work of
helping the pport of St. John. You will
acknowledgs that. what has been done has
not been done through any stimulating
pressure. I started in myself because I
saw good work could Je done that would
bo produetive,of large Tesults. (I realized
that it wae fair and just fo the port of St,
John that this wopk sliould be nm}gﬁakm..
The government - heantily  supported: m&‘
demands and parliamest Velted:the money:’
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our plans. If I had time I could point
out to you whet we mayfairly and reason-
ably look for in the futuré from the enor-
mous developmentt that is taking place in
this country and in the west, and you
would see that the government was impell-
ed by an enlightened and progressive view
with respect to the I. C. R. A contract
has been made to suply us with 25,000 tons
per annum of 80 pound rails, so that the
1. C. R. may be laid with rails of that
weight from end to end. ' We are now lay-
ing down‘another line from one end of
Cape Breton to the other., We are buying
a large steamer which will take whole
trains across the Straits of Canso. We
are spending a large amount of money to
do this. Would not the people feel that

I had been reacreant to my duty if, afier-

I had persuaded parliament to authorize
the expenditure of these millions, I allow-
ed all that business to pass over to another
corporation and leave the Intercolofial in
a sink hole for all' time to come? (Hear,
hear.) 1 think they would. I do not
think they would approve of my con-
duct. And now I will say what I was
going to say a moment ago. 1
think < that the people of @ this con-
stituency, if they have confidence in the
government, in me, in my good will, in my
willingness and determination to serve
their interests as fully as I can properly
do, would not ask me to sacrifice the in-
terests of every other place on the I. C. R.
except those of St. John. You are not
asking it. You only want fair play, and
fair play you will get. (Cheers.) You will
get it from the government and from the
minister of railways. You will get his best
services, and I ask you to have confidence
that whatever it is possible for a man to
do, to the extent and measure of his abil-
ity, I will do in order to protect your
locality against any injury being dome in
the direction which has been threatened

enable me tb say that mutual condessions’
had been.made. That wes the understand
ing arrived at, and was strictly in aecord-
‘ance with the memorandum which was
initialed by us and given to the news-
papers for publicaton. Mr. Shaughnessy
now says, and Mr, Foster repeated the
statement here the other night, that 1
had made an. agreement which I imme-
diately broke. ‘That is absolutely incor-
rect. 1 have told Mr. Shaughnessy so in
my, own office, and that he thoroughly
,understood I was determined not to sur-
render any- traftic which properly belong-
od to the Intercolomial. I am sorry. the
misunderstanding arose, although I dare-
say he may, in some extraordinary man-
her, have come to the conclusion that we
agreed as he says; but, I certainly never
did. so.

Hon. Mr. Blair, before closing, referred
briéfly to his colleague in the contest in
the Liberal interests in the city and
county of S$t. John, Lieut.-Col. Tucker.
He spoke well of the good work Cod
Tucker had done as representative of the
county in parliament and expressed his
desire that he should again be elected
dand that when the votes were counted
| on November 7, that St. John would! be
in line with two luberal representatives
elected.

Three thunderous cheers, given with
everybody standing, went up fer Hon.
Mr. Blair as the resumed his seat. The
minister had to leave immediately - to
catch the boat for town and the meeting
adjourned with more ringing cheers for
the Queen, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Hon. Mr.
Blair and Col. Tucker, and as a grand
finale, the hearty singing of the natiomal
anthem.

Col. Tucker was to have been at the meet-
- ing and spoken, but was detained in the
county and could not get to the city
i}y time.

(Cheers.) I am sure, Mr. Chairman, there
is a sense of fair play and of generosity
and justice in the people of ;this constitu-
ency, and that . they will be content to
trust the matter in my hands under exist-
ing circumstances. (Cheers.)

Steamships Are Coming.

I do not believe that there is any bot-
tom bo this agitation; which you have been
told is going to resuit in the loss of the
winter port.. You are told that the steam-
ers are not going to come here. Who says
the steamers are not going to come?

A voice—Schofield. )

Mr. Blair—I do not accept Mr. ‘Scho-
field’s statement of that fact. (Cheers.)
I will tell you why. There are five lines
of steamers which came here last year.
Conitradts have been entered into with
four of them already. The Eider-Dempster
line have contracted with us, and within
a very few days they have applied to peo-
ple to furnish them with deals to assist
in makimg up their cargoes, because they
know, and’ the C. P. R. knows, that the
amount of traflic from the west is going
to be very short this year. They wish to
make up the deficienay in some other way.
The Manchester line and the Furness line
dre’ both'  under contract, and the Head
line has not actually execited the papers,
but are pressing ‘and urging that
they should be made ready at omce.
And yet they say the steamers are not
coming here. I tell' you the steamérs are
coming here 'and I'will tell you that'the
traffic will be brought here ‘both by the
Canadian Pacific 'and the Intercolonial.
‘(Great cheering), and in miy. opinion, af-
‘ter the elections is over and things have
quieted down people will wonder that they
allowed themselves to be humbugged to
the extent thev were into the view that
the C. P. R. was going to leave all thewr

property’ and  their railroad in
Carleton  and ‘make arrangements
with a  foreign railway and ‘run

into a foreign country. And why? All for
love of St. John and the Canadian peo-
ple. (Laughter and applause.) It shows
how strongly they feel and how bound up
they are in a Canadian port. Why they
are almost as zealous as Mr. Foster, and
I certainly never saw any evidence that
‘Mr. Foster was intensely concerned as to
whether he did anything to bring busi-
ness to this port of an export character.
(Cheers.) The whole difficuity in a nut-
shell is that the C. P. R. is demanding
what we cannot yield. It is not reason-
able that we should give it. They do not
demand if for its own sake—they demand
it for benefits which they see will accrue
to them in the future, because they are
envious of the business which they see
looming up for the I, C. R. in eastern
Nova Scotia; they are jealous of the in-
creased business the I. €. R. has been
doing, and they make -this demand now
because they know that if they cannot
squeeze the government and the minister
of reilways on the eve of an election and
force them to yield to their demands their
chances of squeezing them at a latter
date is not very promising. (Cheers.) The
government is friendly towards the de-
velopment of export business all the year
around -through Canadian ports. Sir Wil-
frid Laurier has declared that to be the
policy of this government, and we will do
nothing we can avoid doing that will mili-
tate in the slightest degree against the op-
eration, promotion and carrying out of
that policy; but at this juncture, so far
as yielding to the C. P. R. is concerned, I
am bound to tell you, gentlemen, in all
frankness, that even though I felt that my
political extinction was involved in my not
yielding to the C. P. R. I have reached
after mature deliberation this solemn de-
termination—I have my back against the
wall, and T will not consent to hand over
our railway to the C. P. R at any cost or
at any price that may -be imposed as a
penalty upon my refusal. (Prolonged
cheering).

Mr. Shaughnessy Misrepresents,

Mr. Shaughnessy has said that a year
ago I -entered into an arrangement with
him which I violated. I want to say that
he does not state correctly what took
place. He misrepresents the understand-
ing to which he and I came. At his re-
quest I met him at the Windsor Hotel
last November and we had a conversa-
tion. 1 said to him that this matter
had been talked over a good deal, and
that he knew very well my view. 1
said: ‘‘You know it is impossible for me
to yield to your demand. I will make no
compromise on the subjeat.” He
said to-me: - “I cannot expect you
“to yield upon that point. I do not want
you, however, to put me in a position of
appearing to have been bluffing.” I told
him T .did not want to do so, and that 1
hoped he would be able to make some
suggestion with regard to traffic arrvange-
ments which would enable me to say
that we had agreed upon mutual conces-
gions which would not involve any direct
abandonment: of principle. I was anxious
to meet him upon any ground which did
not involve the sacrifice of essential prin-
ciples in the matter. He thereupon made
some complaint with respect to some
thing that had been done by the Interco-
lonial - in sending off ore or two cars of
freight for Sherbrooke around ‘by Mont-
1. I told him that would be
fvinted out to him that this would

The Premier and His Lieuten-
ants at Shediac.

Shediac, N. B., Oct. 24—(Special)—The
people of Shediac and hundreds from sur-
rounding parts of the country, spent the
ddy in an enthusiastic round of delight in
the presence of Sir Wilfrid Laurier,
premier of Canada, who reached here by
special train from Moncton about 10
o’clock. He was accompanied from the up-
per provinces by his secretary and several
upper Canadian newspaper men and from
Moncton by Hon. A. G. Blair, Senator Mec-
Sweeney, Hon. H. R. Emmerson and Clif-
ford Robinson, M. P. P. When the party
arrived at Shediac they were met by a
concourse of citizens and the Shediac
band and were escorted to.the Weldon
House where the premier made his head-
quarters and held an informal reception,
winning the hearts of all by his cordial,
hearty greetings. The town was in gala
attire, the hotels were decorated with
mottoes and strings of flags crossed the
street. Near the depot was raised a plat-
form tastefully trimmed and arched with

.a legend of welcome. It was intended that

this* platform, but' a downpour of rain
thade a change in th¢ programme neces-
gary and the big rink was secured. The
outdoor. demonstration accorded the
. premier was eclipsed by that in the rink.
It was a gathering such as never before

was . seen under a. roof in
Shediac and the ~enthusitasm was
unbounded. Fully three thousand
people gathered in the rink to wel-

come the premier-and enjoy his address.
The platform had been quickly and com-
fortably furnished, and about it the vast
number crowded to their stations 'The
premier, accompanied by Hon. A. G. Blair,
and Hon. H. R. Emmerson, and escorted
by the Shediac band and many citizens,
rcached the bailding shortly after 2.30 p.
m. His entry to the rink was the signal
for an' outburst of applause and cheering,
which ~continued wuntil the distinguished
oratar had taken his seat upon the plat-
form,

Hon. H. R. Emmerson.

Mr. James A. McQueen, barrister, of
Shediac, was chosen chairman, and intro-
duced Hon. H. R. Emmerson as_the first
speaker. Mr. Emmerson was splendidly re-
ceived. He was proud, he said, to stand
before this great meeting, but he knew
the people wished to hear Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, the present and future premier of
Canada, and said he would not impose o

fact that previous to 1882 Westmorland
was represented by a Liberal, the late Sir
Albert J. Smith. Sir Wilfrid Lauricr, he
said,’ was respected not only in Canada,
but was pre-eminently the most prominent
figure in England in the jubilee year. He
was a man who wag national while his op-
ponents were- sectional. While he could
tell* the same story everywhere his op-
ponents could not go to ene province and
speak as they did in another. Mr. Em-
merson said he would have further op-
portumity for giving hts reasons why the
people should vote for the Liberal party
and they were excellent reasons why the
votes would be cast for himself. (Ap-
plause.) It would be voting for prosperity
advancement and a united Canada. (Ap-
plause.) Mr. Emmerson thanked the meet-
ing for his hearing and called on the peo-
ple to make up their minds as he had
done, that Westmorland should be re-
deemed. (Prolonged applause).

Sir Wilfrid Laurier.

Chairman McQueen then introduced Sir
Wilfrid Laurier and at this point the Ac-
adian people, through J. Hebert, J. P., of
Cape Bauld, presented to the premier an
address in Freneh, the reading of which
was frequently interrupted by applause.
When the premier arose to reply he was
tendered a great ovation. He spoke for
half an hour in ¥rench and then briefly
in English. In both addresses he made a
grand impression.- In his English address
the premier said he had been asked to
speak in English .and would be glad to
comply briefly. He made allusions to can-
vasses made by the opposition. e said he
was here as the leader of the great Lib-
eral party. He was its leader, and it was
not by choice or by effort of his. He would
have preferred to have served in the ranks
under Mackenzie or Blake. Put in 1887 he
had been called to the leadership. “I hesi-
tated at first,” he, said, “for personal and
political reasons, personal reasons I need
not mention, but the political reasons I
will tell. Because T was of French origin
and a Catholic 1 felt they had better have
a man of the Protestant faith and British
blood; not because there is a reason in
that, but because of the political capital
which would be made out of it.” Friends,
he said, insisted on his acceptance and
he took the leadership. In the ranks.of
the Liberal *party there was no recogni-
tion of race or blood, but. what could be
said of, the . .Conservative party?
The cye to the answer was given by that
patty’s leader, Mir ‘Charles Tupper. He
came o Montreal, said-8ir Wilfrid, and in
an iitarview with Le, Presse.in the French
and Catholic city of Quebec he said *“Lell

evergreen, floating many flags and bearing |

the premier and otherw should speak from |

their patience. Mr. Emmerson recalled th° '

' ‘was

your readers that ‘Leurier is"'too "Bt
and too -British for me.” Answeriog

Sir Willrid said: ‘“I'here was no 0@ .
or reason for those words except as-an apP%
peal to the prejudices of my fellow couii=
trymen and co-religionists in Quebec,” 1:@
forgive him if he made a battle on thati
ground, but he must go to Untario and
there 1n the midst of a population neitber
French nor Catholic but of Protestant:
persuasion and of Knglish origin, his SUOTY:
was “Tell your readers that Laurer is:
not half English enough.” Sir wilfrid'
sa.d he knew ncither race nor creed:
if Sir Oharies Tupper and his followers:
could not make an appeal to the peoplé
as (anadians alone and British subjects,
he (Sir Wilfrid) had rather be def ateds
“] appeal to my fellow countrymen,” he
continued, ‘“‘that my ambition un podticals
life has been to cement the people of Can-

ada into a ecompact nation and can I not
gay that this broad Canada of ours has
enough space, freedom, justice and sun-"
shine for all creeds and. races.” . (Great |
applause.) Sir Wiirid closed with a Vigors.
ous call to all whether of either racefofs
either party to trample upon the appeais:
to prejudice used by the mea'vm ’
and let that give way to the great princi=.
ple of equal liberty and justice to'all”Cag
adians without reference to race or ereed A
The premier was loudly cheered as- he:
closed.

b
il

e

Hon. A. G. Blair.

Hon. A. G. Blair was then mtwdnzefl
and wis very warmly received. He said it
would be in keep.ng with the feelings of .
the audience for him to leave the platform |
and aliow the broad, eloquent statesman- '
fike utterances of Premier Laurier to rest
on the people’s minds. He thought the
government possessed in the case they
could present to the people all the requis-
ites necessary to the winning of the
people’s verdiet. ‘L'he Liberals started im
the campaign with a -~ goed  reen
ord and so far as -this county was com- .
cerned, they had also a good candidate
in the persén of Hon. H. R.® Kmmerson:
(Applause.) Mr. Blair said that Mr. lm=
merson’s position in the campaign waé s |
strong one. He withdrew from the head %
of the provincial government and :

BRE

P

nd he. could
thave had a supreme court judgeship and .
have retired from public life. ‘Dhat hé put -
thi§ aside showed the interest ke ‘hadi
in the county. Mr. Blair's infermation
was that Westmorland county would’ bg .
in line with the other counties of New. |
Brunswick in support of the Liberais.
(Cries of yes). ‘I'here was no doubt. thas A
Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s governthent would be
splendidly returned. (Applause). Heask- .
ed was there any reason why Westmorland °
should not be in line? Mr. Blair recount-
ed the vigorous poticy of business . ad-

vancement, promotion of -pubic ‘works, -
and building up of the I. C. R., which had. !
been prosecuted by the Laurier govern- |
ment. In the I. C, R’s improvément
there had been antagonism from this ¥
county’s representative and it was dis-
couraging to a minister to find a Tepre-
sentative trying to paralyze the arm f)e'p& ;
raised in the people’s behalf. Mr. Blair

referred to an act of the government mc’r 3
criticized by the opposition.” He was bl)kd

that ‘the governmnt had no hope or desire’

of building the Shediac Const Line Taik

way, but was simply danging the appLo-

priation on the books before the people.

Mr. Blair said that the governmemt im
introducing that submdy’ did. so iin every

expecation that the road would be takem :
up and carried through. He'believéd no'

| more worthy undertaking had received s~

gistance from pariiament. He asked- hi®
colleagues for aid to the project and it
was freely gven and it was an oulrage
for people to listen to such statem nts as
had been made against the government ’
in this matter. He was credibly informed
that the provincial governm.nt was wilding
to aid the railway project and with do- -,
min on and provincial subsidies he hed no.
doubt that the company which been. |
chartered for the purpose would oam*y‘th’
road through because they regarded it as
a money making venture after it wou'd be
put in operation. Hon. Mr. Blair's refer-
ence to this question and his upsetting of
the opposition canvass was loudly applauds
ed. He made some comparsons showing
the benefits which had accrued under the
Jielding tariff and closed amid applause.
The meeting adjourned with cheers for
the Queen, Sir Wiltrid, Hon. Mr. Blaie
and Hon. Mr. Emmerson. A special train
left here shortly after the meeting, taking
{o Meneton the visitors and a large num-
her of electors anxious to attend the meets
ing there. The train got away amid cries
of “Vive Laurier,” “Vive Blair,” “Vive
Emmerson,” and the great demonstration
at Shediac was over. :

THE GREATEST OF MEETINGS.

e

Nothing Like the Moncton Demonstration
Ever Seen in New Brunswick.

Moncton, Oct. 24—(Special)—Sir \Vilfri{‘
Taurier, premier of Canada, spoke it
Moneton tonight and the citizens turned
out in a body to hear him. Residents of
the country districts came into the city in
hundreds by teams and by special trains.
Moncton has never seen suech a night as
tonight. There are thousands -of
strangers within her gates in addition to
her own people. The whole aggregation
was out participating m a political de-
monstration which the maritime provinces
never saw exlelled and which the bigger
cities of upper Canada would find hard
to equal. While it was significant of the
defeat of Mr. Powell and the redemption
of Westmorland county from the Tories
by Hon. H. R. Emmerson, it meant more,
as it is indicative of what a deep feeling
there is through this section of the prov-
ince in favor of the Liberal government,
and a belief in the sure return of Premier
Laurier to the head of affairs in Canada.

"Premier Laurier came here m the mornp-

ing and, after a visit to Shediac, where
a demonstration was given him by thou-
sands, he returned, arriving again in Monc-
ton at 6 o'clock, and was the guest of
Senator McSweeney. Meantime the peo-
ple had begun to swarm into the town. On
the C. P. R. from the east the cars wers
crowded, a special from Sussex and inter-
mediate points brought over 200, including
the Sussex band, all the other trains from
that* direction had many Liberal support-
ers on their way to take part in the greet-
ing. From Shediac a special train brought
about 200 at 6 o'clock. ¥rom Sackville
came nearly 300 and the Sackville band.
They came as part of an excursion train
of eleven cars from Amherst. The Amherst
band came also escorting many Nova
Scotians. From Hillsboro a special brought
some 275 people and the Hillsboro band.
There was a stirring time as each of these
specials reached the city. Buildings had
been decorated with flags and bunting,
large mottoes spanned the streets, telling

"of . the -prosperity under the Liberal rule
'and the satisfaction of the people Avith

the Laurier administration of the country’s
affairs. Many of the principal buildings
were illuminated in’ the “evening while
from the Liberal headquarters and ‘other
places rockets were sent up. As soon after

(Continuel on page 6.)




