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May 6, 1903.

G _.apses of the Prophets.
; Joel,
PROF ] R SAMPEY, D D.

Many men of the different periods of the bistory of
Israel bore the name Joel All that we know of Joel the
prophet is gleaned from the roll of his prophecies, and
that is little indeed. He was the son of Pethuel, a man
otherwise noknown to us, From a study of the prophe-
cles of J>2l w2 lean that hs was almost certainly a
Judean and an inhabitant of Jerusalem. He was well
acquaaiated with the gervices of Jehovah's temple. It is
impossible to read his prophecies and not be impressed
with his culture and lite ary skill, His book {sa fine
specimen of pure clats ¢ Hebrew. His ontlook on the
natioas was brow!, and his grasp o' the principles of the
Givine government war firm and strong.

DATE OF JOKL
Nowbere in the Scriptures are we definitely informed
as to the time when Joel lived and prophesied. The
date of bis prophecy becomes, therefere, purely a gnes-
tion of litersry and historical criticlsm. This depart-
ment of research, in contrast with textual or lower criti-
cism, has bheen rather unfortunately called Higher Criti-
clsm Many guestions in the Higher Criticism of tbe
Old Testam-nt bave decided thenlogical bearings but
the dats of Joel has little to do with debated qnestions in
theology. One may be a decided conservative, and hold
that Joel is one of the latest of the O'd Testament prop-
hets, or & radical critic, aud accept the early date of-Joel.
The arguments in favor of a very early date for Jael are
stated in an admirable manner by Prof. Kirkpatrick in
“The Doctrine of the Prophets,” Prof. Drirer argues
strongly for a late date iy his ¢ xcellent short confment-
ary on Joel and Amos. O-elll aud Kirkpatric¥ se'm to
this writer to have the bsst of the axgumem,'lﬁ-ncc we
locate Joel in the reign of Joash of Judsh, about 830 B.
C., according to the revis d chronology. Daring the
minority of Joash the wood priest Jeholada directed
Judah's policy. At such atime it wou'd be natural to
appeal to the priesis to lead the people back to Jehovah,
The absence of alinsion to any king in Judih wou'd be
easy to arccouat for. [t sesms more likely aleo that
Amos gnotes from Jel than to suppose that Joel is
quotingy from Amos for the phrases in common
seem more thoroughly imhaled in the coatex: ia Joasl,
e Amos takes ai histext a quotat'o from J+el. Com-
pere Joel 3: 16 with Amoa 1 : 2

Lot us open the prophetic roll and read for ourselves.
( The purpose of this series of studies in the prophets will
not be accomplished unl-es the men and women who
have the gonoduers to follow it are indoced thereby to read
afresh the propbetic scriptmies, That is indeed a con-
summation devoutly to be deairsd)

TRRRIBLE DEVASTATION BY LOCUSTS AND DROUGHT

Read the first chapter of Joel and note how terrible the
distress in Judah must have been. Locusts have swept
over the country aud barked the very trees of the field.
All the crops have been destroyed. Wine and oil, wheat
and barley, vine and fig-tree have been involved in one
common ruin, I i« time for the ministers of God to gird
theniselves with sack-cloth a»d assemble the people of
the land in the temple of Jehovah to entreat his mercy.
A terrible drought hes followed on the heels of the
locusts. The beasts of the field pant in mnte appeal to
God.

This picture reems clearly to refer to a literal visitation
of locusts and drought in Jadah.

YRT MORE TERRIBLE VISITATION AT HAND

The prophet sounds an alarm in Z'on, annonucing that
‘“‘the day of Jehovah'' is at hand. This significant
phrags always points to s me signal manifestation of the
justice of God. Joel pictures it asa day of darkuess.
Jehovah hes a migh'y army on the point of invading the
land He likens the locusts to horsemen and their noise
to the rattling of chariots or the crackling of fire in a
stubble-field. They advance in serried ranks, each oue
moving forward in his own path, and no weapons can
check their conrse.

CALL TO FASTING AND PRAVER,

Hesr the words of this earnest prophet as he addresses
the people of Jerusalem : ‘' Vet even now, saith Jshovah,
turn ye unto me with all your heart, and with fasting,
and with weepirg, and with monrning, and rend your
heart, and not your garments, and turn. anto Jehovah
your God ; for he is graclous and mercifal, slow to anger,
and abupdant in loving kindness, and repenteth him of
evil @822, 13). Joel emphasizes the element of sor-
row in repentance. It is evident thet he does not over-
look that change of mind ard reformation of life which
must be included in all genunine repentance. While.call-
ing upon th: people to assume the outward garb of
mourning, he points out clearly that God wishes the
heart to be rent in deep penitence rather that the gar-
ments.

JRHOVAH HAS PITY ON HIS PROPLK.

Evidently Joel’s call to prayer did not ¥o unheeded.
The priests assembled the people brfore the temple and
entreated the favor of Jehovah, Joel 2 :18 is the divid-

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

ing line bstwesn threat and promise. The terrible

s3arge of locusts and drought brouzh: the people to
repentance and reformation of life. Joel had encouraged
them to trust in the mercy of their Gyd. ‘‘Then was
Jebovah jealous for his 'and, and had pity on his people.””
This verse is to be interpreted as a hiatorical statement.
Joel’s ministry was not in vain.

REMOVAL OF THE ARMY OF LOCUSTS

Joel now predicts that Jshovah will take away the
devastating army and scatter the locusts east and west.
Both the Mediterranean and the Deaad Sea are covered
with the depsrting pests The pastnres and the trees
revive again, raics will be given fn their seasor, both the
former ruin and the latter rain. Threshing i ors shall
bs fall of wheat, aud the vats shall ove:fl 'w with new
wine and oll, Prosperity shall be scen on every hind,

and will he a proof that Jehovah is {n the midst of Terael.
OUTPOURING OF THR SPIGIT OF JRHOVAH
Temporal prosperity is not enough, Jehowah is going
to pour out in the coming time hls Spirlt vpon all flesh,
This epiritual refreshing will stand in swikivg contrast
with the terrible drought of the past.  The Spirit will be

glven in such profusion that even s'aves will receive this
marvelous gift. Al clasres of soclety are to share in this
great blessing, end deliverance shall come to everyone
who ecalls on the pame of Jehovah

Ev
at Pertecost c'abmed the supernatural events of that day
aa the fa'filment of the proshecy in Joel

ry reader of the New Testament knows that Pater

No other day
in history witnessed such a glorious fulfilment of the
prophet’s worda. At the same time it {s well to remem
ber that the prophecy is applicable to the new di pensa-
tion as a whole, and had repeated fulfilment,

HEATHEN NAYIONS TO BE JUDGRD

Judah and Jerusalem were ia danger not only from
locust and drought, butalso from nstions, many of whom
broke iato the couatry aud carried away captives to be
sold into slavery. Jehovah promisss protection to his
people agninst invaders

Joel calis upon heathen powers to arm themss'ves and
come into the land of Jadah. It will fare wi h ‘hem ag
with the enemies from the East in the davs ef Jehorhap.
hat, when the heathen invaders destroyed each other,
Jebovah wi'l roar from Z on agalost his faes, and will
lay waste the lands which have vexed his people.

Isalah’s vision goes farther nnd predieis the conversion
of heathen peopl:sto Jehovah. It was not given to Joel
to make a comp'ete program of Jehovah's dealings with
the Gentiles

JRHOVAH'S PEOPLE TO BR DELIVERKD,

‘! Jehovah will be a refnge unto his p:ople, and a
stronghold to the children of [1rael ' Like many other
prophets, Joel p'ctures physical nature as being in sym-
pathy with Jehovah's purpose to bless his people: “And
it shall come to passin that day, that the mountains
sh»ll drop down sweet wine, and the hills shall flow with
miik, end the brooks of Judah snall flyw with waters:
avd & fountain shall come forth from the honse of ] -
hovah, and shall water the valiey of acacias.’’ Al
prophecy, both in the O'd Testament and the New, look
forward to the fioal victory of the saints over the foes of
God"s relen. The kingdom of God & wlil prevail over
all opposition, and the peaple of God will dwell iu guiet-
ness and safety under the protecting presemnce of Je-
hovah.—Ex.
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Answering Our Own Prayers.
RY REV DAVID JAMKS BURRELL, D. D

It Is a mistake to dismiss onr petitions with an
‘“ Amen,"” or leave them behind us when we close the
closet-door. Let us carry them out to our offizes, to our
workshops,t» our round of household datirs, Let us bind
them like a rosarv upon our necks to be our constant
meditation. Let »s labor all day long for their fu'fil-
ment. Farnesiness and faith while at the mercy-seat are
not enough, they must be supplemented by an honest
effort to realize our supplications, with the help of God.

Kueel down to off:r your petitions with importunate
confidence ; and then rise up to strive for their fulfilmert.
Pray for the blessing as zealously and trustfully as though
it must come direct from God; and then work for the

blessing as though it all depended on yourself. This is
both phi'osophy and common sense. Prayer and work

go arm in arm. The match was m-de in heaven. What
God hath jrined together let not man put asunder.

It is well to look heavenward with a feeling of depend-
ence ; but they are fools who £7ld their hands and open
their mounths like the Jews at laberah, and expect the
clouds to drop manna free and plenteo~s as hoar-frost.

It is well to pray, ' Give us this day our daily bread ;"
but this does not exemp! us from the obligation of that
old decree, ‘‘ Thou sha't eat thy bread by the sweat of
thy brow.’

It is well to wait on the Lord for his tender mercles:
but blessed is that servant who sball be found walting,
not in his bed, but in the vinoyard with sleeves rolled up
and perspiration on his face,

G~d helps those who help themselves. And if we
consider the matter we shall be surprised to see how

.my closet.of praver, alone with God.
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often we are able to answer-onr own prayeia. Indeed,
for the most part, here is the way God grante our peti-
tions. 'nstead of giving us the blessing, he gives us the
wherewithal td gain it ourselves. Yon ask for food.
He does not fill your basket with baked loaves, but he
gives you strength to labor for a livelihood.

On a winter's night a benevolent man sits by his fire-
slde. The winds are whistling and the storm is fierce
without. Inalul of the tempest he hears the wail of
distress.  He bends his head to listen more intently ; and
the cry {8 repeated. Then he settles back into his com-
fortab'e chair, shuts his eyes, c'asps hiis hands and mur-
murs fervently, “God belp the hungry, homeless poor."”
1f the winde conld cease thelr whistlirg this man in his
easy chair might hear a atil' small veice, I hate thine
easy compassion, I abbor thine izdolent prayer ! Let
bim open his door and venture forth inta the stormy
night, lend a ha:d to the poor creature who cronches
under his vaves wringing her thin blne fingers, and then
God will have helped the hungry and homelsss poor; his
prayer will have been answered and, by the graceof Gad,
he will bave snswered it himself

Let us not abate one jot or ti‘tle of our ‘*voice of sup
pli-ation,'” but slimalate ‘nraelves to more earnest effort
for thie acquisition of our own desirs  Kreep on praying
for the miserable ; but besure ysu irave no stone an-
turned to relieve tteir misery, Keep on prayicg for the
sick, but go.to their Leleides, relieve their needs and
shrive their trovbled sonls. G oun prayiog for the con-
vergion of youe children, but nss the voice which God
has given you to warn them of the wrath to come” and
the hand which he has given you to lead them to Christ.
Go on praying for the success of your pastor, bat see to
it, meauwhile, that his efforts are suppor ed and supple-
mented by your cordial help and sympathy, and there
will be 16 doubt of his success. S). in every case, if we
shall follow the prayer of faith with corresponding ef-
fort, God wlil satisfy us with hia favor.—Ex
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Genesis—A Devotional Study.
BY REV. | W. WEDDELL D D.

Genesis is rightly called the ** book of begiunings ' 1¢
tells the beginning of light, of life, of suns, moons, s'ars,
of land and sea, of trees and vegetation, of the fish of the
gsea and the fowls of the air, of the beasts of f‘he field.
And presentle of that to whiéh all else tended, the crea-
tign of man. T.en come other beginnings—beginning of
the day’'s work, begioning of Sabhath rest, beginning of
communion with God in tbe cool of the day. Alas!
thebeginning of intercourse with Sitan. Here swiftly

come doubt, and sin, and death, and sl the trainsof evils:

that follow npon disobedierce to God. Beginning, forih-
with, of judgment, but, thank God, also of mercy, for
Goad is good and he loves us still

I want, however, that we should descry in Genesis, on
a closer stuly, the beginning of sl life, and the intima-
tion for each of us of what conatitu‘es spiritusl living.

There are nine great epochs of sac ed history centering
about the world's great men. -Giving to each five huan-
dred years, we have Adam, Jared, Kooch. Noab, Abram,
Mose¥-David, Z:rubbabel yhrist! More than half of
ttese, it will be seep, fall under the sween of Genesls,
and the lesson of each and all {s, Beeln with God, o
Get back to God. Men can not get along without God
We have tried it, and in every case falied. These five
great worthfes in succession teach the same truth : Star
with God. Adam, Abel, Eioch, Nosh, Abram and the
fatheis of Jsrael whose names follow in Grenesls Isasc
Jacob, Joeeph, glving with Noah and Abiam, a fivefold
terminal division tothe Book, carry forward the thought
I must have God. I can not get along without my
Father, God.

So I read my Genesis in the davouter atmosphere of
In each of the
great characters I see s mething of the workings of my
own soul and hear the pl:ading call of God Adam, get

back into the beginni g with G d ; hear the voice calling

{n the thickets, “*Adam, where art thou?' Eaoch, walk
with God and learn to keep step with the Hternal; it
will not seem etranve some dav to wake np in Paradise.
Nosh, fesr G:d and build an ark to the saving of thy
honse, So Abraham, [sasc, Jacob, Joseph. I1 each the
call is, Back to God, snd to see things good in God. Inm
him all isgood. But in each case also we see the Spirit's
lead and Christ' s sweet guldance, taking the soul on and
up to God the .Father. Here may I come and be at
peace. Thar find I mine own Genesis. Go:tting back to
the beginning with Grd, lo, the morning stars are still
singing. the sons o! God are shoutivg for jy, and all 2
good '—Sel. g
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At a mee'ing in London lately Lady Henry Somerset,
the great temperance worker, was absent through iliness.
The lady who took her place made this kindly but un-
expreted explanation : ** Dear Lady Henry bas been
overworked ; and we must, of course, be careful notte
kill the goose that lays the golden eggs."”




