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attribute reg: ing power to baptism, infant or adult,
creeds which affirm the existance and purifying power
of purgatory, and which teach as true the dogma of tran.

b jation or even b iation? The fact is
that several so-called Christian creeds contain no small
amount of heathén superstition rather than the true
principle of sound Christianity ; and these principles are

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

a8 soon a8 the original eye-witness had passed away. The
claim of an uninterrupted clerical succession cannot be

bstantiated by satisfact All churches. that
make this claim trace their ﬁne. to some degree at least,
through the channels of the Roman Pontiffs; but many
of the records of these early hopes are lost, and can
never be found. We do not know that the A, e Peter
ever acted as bishop m Rome. The fact is that this

taught in Protestant as well as Roman churches. A
Scriptural Christianity repudiates these errors in toto.
Such doctrines are alike iptural and unr bl
If such teachings were genuine Christi
men would rither be iptelligent unbelievers tham the
superstitions. devotees which faith in such teachings
necessitates, Itis well known that ministers of some
Anglican churches ask their assistants to recite parts of
the so-called Athanasian Creed; other rectors, we are
told. ‘mumble “the damnatory clauses. They wounld
stultify their intelligence and conscience by repeating
them. Such creedsare a temptation to intellectnal inanity
or moral dishonesty. Better fully believe a few things
than half believe many things. 5
LATER CREEDS.

After the so-called Athanasian «Creed there were no

general symbols of faith worthy of attention until the
reformation, At the Council of Trent, 1545 to 1563, the
Church of Rome found it necessary to give a more detailed
statement of - doctrine than could be found in any of its
previous creeds. This b a ity b of the
aggression of Protestantism. On Nov. 23, 1641, ““The
Famous Remonstrance,”” suggesting the calling of a
synod to settle the’ peace and good povernment of the
church, was passed. Out of this proposal came the
Westminster Assembly. The ordinance summoning it
was issued June 12, 1643, and on July 1, 1643, the assem-
bly was sol ly opened in W i Abbey before
the two Houses of Parliament, with a sermon by William
Tuisse. Among the notable divines participating in these
yreat deliberations were Rutherford, Gillespie, Header-
¢on, Lightfoot, Coleman and Seiden. The Presbyterians
greatly predominated, The stamp of Calyinistic Pre'tbv-
terianism is on all the acts of the assembly, The siitings
began in 1643, and continued until February 22, 1649 ;
there was a sitting as late as March, 1652, and during
thesé five and a balf years there were 1163 sessions, As
this is the Jatest, so it is the most elaborate of the creeds.
I'he Confession is a comprehensive summary of theologi-
1l doctrines ; it is prepared with great logical skill and
cholarly beauty. It is a remarkable mouument of
earning and piety ; and it strongly expresses the domin-
it thought of a great spiritusl movement which has
olored the history of nations, and the ptinciplin and
practices of weveral denominafions, All students of
ational reform ought to be familiar with this great
onfession. In 1643 the Assembly, through the infl

ity, many true .

d lineage is a worthless myth. The claim made by
some churches is offensive to other churchmen ; it is
promotive of bigotry, and destructive of the spirit of
unity. Tttends tly toward a d exclusive-
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minutes can suppleent them from these publications.
) E. M. SAUNDERS,

Minutes of the Nova Scotia Baptist Association held at
Cornwallis, June 26, 27 and 28, 1809.
Monday, June 26, 1809.—At 11 o'clock Brother Hatris
Harding preached from Acts 13.*
At 2 p. m, chose Brother J. Dimock, Mod , and
Brother Edward Mauning, Clerk, and Brother William

mess ; it is also as unwise in policy as it is uncharitable
in principle. Dr. G. A. Jacob, late head master of
Christ’s tal, and the author of the * Ecclesiastical
Policy of the New Testament,’’ says : ** The apostles had
1o successors in their office; they stand a as the
divinely inspired teachers, legisiators and rulers in
Christ's church and kingdom.”” With this statement
unprejudiced church writers will heartily agree. 1n the
very nature of the case the apostles could have no succes-
sors, It is not possible that the t majority of believers
can accept the ** Historic ES’ te' as the term is
ordinarily understood, as a basis of unity in the church
of Jesus Christ. More and more do Baptists see the
wisdom of making the Word of God the only rule of
faith and cﬁce.b’lt cannot ;l.:.nxe its divine aunthorit

th made by men, It an enlarging, ex -
ing and self adapting meaning which makes i% thepl::ok
for all centuries and countries, Human creeds are stiff,
cold, lcﬂr;ul and mechﬁ:ticnl,l bntilhebeWord oé God is
living and life-giving. us love it, obey it and rejoice
in i!.x To suj its teachings our Baptist fathers lJived
and died. ‘e belong to a noble army of Baptist confes-
sors and martyrs. No church hasgiven nobler testimony
to the teachings of the Bible. The Baptist who is not
joyful in and grateful for his ancient, heroic and saintly
ancestry must be hopelessly ignorant of a brave history,
or hoplessly indifferent to the chivalrous, loyal and divine
in human character and in Christian fealty. = The Baptist
who is ashamed of his principles is a Baptist of whom his
principles might well be ashamed. Let us stand loyally
and lovingly by our ancient fafth, our historic position,
and our Holy gible. While it stands we shall stand, and
“‘ the word of our God shall stand forever.”

MUST BE A BAPTIST,

If I take the Bible only as my guide, I must be a
Baptist ; if I discard it and take the traditions of men I
could not counsistently stop until I had reached Rome,
But I am not likely to start on that downward grade, If
1 were not a Haptist logically I should bave to be a
Romanist. The Catholics are perfectly consistent but
unscriptural ; grant their premises and logically you
must adopt their conclusions. The Baptists are also
consistent and at ‘the same time Scriptural ; grant the

Baptist premise and you must accept the Baptist conclu-
sion. Br:: the Con, rrgutiomlisn. the Me&‘odht'l. the
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Preshyterians and Episcopilians are not
Their position is half Romanist half Baptist. They have
no logical standing ground. There are but 4wo logical
positions, one of which ié held by the Romanists, the
other by the Baptists, Every conmsistent, logical and
unprejudiced thinker will take one or the other. Here,
on the Word of God, B:pthu stand ; they, are consistent

P ; they 4 ional divi-
sions ; they are truly apostoli Bap ism is the Catholi
and ic ordi Their ion is impregnable,

f Dr. Lightfoot, voted by & majority of ome sgaivet
iving the ‘choice as between imimersion and sprinkling as
aptism, and in the year following Parli ctioned
heir deeision, and decreed thac sprinkling should be the
egal mode of baptism. It is interestipg hat it was a
uman parliament, and not the Divide Wérd which was
he ultimate authority regarding baptism. The West-
minster Confession, as I have already remarked, is a
locunient remarkable for its- rhetorical skill, for its
cholarly breadth dnd for its Christian devotion. No one
n speak lightly of so historic, learned, and devout a
nfession. Were your speaker s Presbyterian he should
trongly oppose (he revision of this’ historic confession ;
t ought rather to be left intict as a monument to the
wisdom and theological learning of its age. 1If the Pres-
byterian chureh must have a.contession, let 8 néew one be
made, rather than attempt to cut, trim and remodel the
Westminster Confession. But these great creeds do not
onserve doctrine. The Westminster Confession does
10t secure unity mow in the Presbyterian church, Of

what practical grain are these creeds today ?  The Ba‘ptm ]

lenomination has no creed in the technical sense of the
term, and yet, with its nearly four millions of members
in Ameriea today, it is more mearly a unit in faith and
practice than are the churches which haye their * long
ind stro:f creeds,”” This & fact which no intelligent
tudent of current church history will dény. Better far
tie to go to the Word of God as the rule of faith and
practice than to allow the creeds of very fallible men—
‘reeds which were often the result of unscriptural com-
romises—to come between the conscience and its God.
THR HISTORIC EPISCOPATE,

The Lambeth Conference made much use of the term
!Hintc:ric!!:’ pate  in di '('Se e questi
church unity, Tt was pm})ooed that Historic Episco-
pate be * locally adapted in the methiods of its adminis-

God bas, given them wooderful prosperity. They are
increasing in the United States today, as we have already
seen, much faster than the population of this most
rapidly populating country in the world ; they are in
sympathy with all progressive American ideas, and at
d’;e sime time are loyal to the Word of God, They love
their bretiren of all denowinations ; they are ready to
ugite with them in all forms of Christian activity, They
use constantly the Master's pmger for His disciples—
“That they may all be one, as Thou, Father, art in Me,
and I in Thee, that they may also be one in us.’’

If ever there is organic unity, it will begin at the
baptistry. Every d ination in Pr Christen-
dom and in the entir:h:lo;un and Greek chm::h: can
agree u baptism, that is, immersion, as taught by our
Lord .:;u His apostles. The Greek church, numbering
quite 90,000,000 of adherents, has ever been a stout
witness on bebalf of bapti The R *churct
joyfully accepts it, and all the Protestant churches join
r::’nda with these two great bodies. On no sabstitute for
baptism such as @nﬂng or sprinkling can all the denom-
inations agree. ‘e are not now arguing a point, we are
sim, stating @ fact. Do men really want organic
C Union?  Are they in earnest when they !)m

b
claim this desire? Are they willing to follow Christ into
the waters of baptism? Are they willing to join hands
with their bret] in 11111 oe;:tu;iel r.:ld in all clﬂma;
Here is the opportunity ; here is the truly apostolic an
Catholic ordinan

lfﬂuywillbut?ollow postolic injunction and 1pl
then all can say : “ We are buried with Him by baptism
unto death.” And then there may be; if it is desired,
orgauic union without doing violence to the convictions
of any, and in acknowledged harmeny with the Word of
God ‘and its recognized interpreutz»n-. On but few
go(nu is the scholarship of the world so nearly a unit as

is in regard to the mearing of the * baptism,” and as
to the practices of the a| and the early church, Tt
would be easy to fll pages with the names of learned

authorities on'all these points, and the simple-minded -

disciple of the Lord Jesus, with no guide but the New
o t, comes tg the same conclusion, May the

tration to the varied needs of the and
e S e
nalyzes the remar) e J :

pate, he inevitably finds an 30 P

apostolic succession. S¢ long as this
present 8 great wmajorit: o‘fnschdadm ‘
endorse the Historic Egomptu.. The apostles have no
successors, and, in the very ndture of the case could not
have had successors.  The Roman church puts forward

succession in the most dogmatic

5 el excommniunicates all other bre
of the church, calling them heretic and schismistic,
Many in  Europe who call themselves Protestants of
ap

vai g
The Protestant ‘Wplscopal cerchs & ted

T
Holy Spirit lead all believers into all truth.
R T
Historic Documents.

1 have fortunately found among the papers of the late
Rev. Edward Manning a large part of the Minutes of the
Association held at Cornwallis in 1809, which I now offer
the MESSENGER AND VISITOR. No copy except thisis
known to exist. When these are printed I will offer the
articles of Faith and the Covenant adopted at Yarmouth. -

Thomas Ansley and h
Crandall, 4 o, 15
who by their letter and messetigers requested to be re-
ceived as members of tlus Association and were received
by vote.
Voted that Elder Henry Hale, from the United States,
ukve a etde-! hv‘rith this Association.
oted thata copy of the circular letter prepared by
Plder T fl—i&xﬂinz be sent to the churches that are
hes of this A iation,
The Association voted to withdraw fellowship from all
churches who admit unbaptized persons to what is called
1 ion and ider tl emselves a regular
close ion Baptist A iati
Prayer by the Moderator and adjourned till 10 o'clock

ng.

The records end here. They close on the upper part of
& page left blank and written on afterwards. The follow-
ing page isstill blank. I account for it in this way :
The records are in the hand writing of Edward Manning,
but William Chip was his assi At the point
where the records end it is probable Mr. Manning gave
the work into the bands of Mr. Chipman. At the close
of the Association Mr. Chipman, who wrote a very fine
hand, has copied what Mr. Manning wrote and his
went to the printers. In 1808, at Yarmouth, the Associ-
ation ordered the articles, plan of the Association minutes
and circular letter to be printed. It is possible they still
exist and that other minutes—i. e., between 1801 and
1808 inclusive—may yet be found. Will all friends who
have old papers look over them for this purpose,

E M 8.
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Take Time to Pray.

We are to take time for prayer, aud to take time in
prayer. Prayer is not only not to be omitted ; it is not
to be burried. We are to approach God in prayer not
‘only with a sober, but with a calm mind. Dew falls, we
are told, only when the atmosphere is still, and the dew
of prayer will fall abundantly on our souls, only when
we are at leisure. Have you to coufess that in this busy
age you have so ‘thuch work to do that prayer is thrustinto
a corner? Then the lesson of this word for you is plain.
Take'a holiday. Do more by doing less. To pray well
is to work well. Luther, a far busier man than any of
us used to say of his heavy days that he had so mmich
work he could not do with less than two or three hours
of prayer. The lesson is one of immehse importance for
the church of Christ today. Our activety is one of our
greatest snares. . We forget that it is of more importance
to have power with God than to’have power with man.
Vet we have only to read the biographies of the most
eminent workers that God has ever given to his church,
to find that the secret of their power did not lie su much
in what they did in the presence of men, as in what they
did in the presence of God: They waited until they had
got into touch with the power of God, and then went

and sote o ¢! 1
selves om ,
it ¢ .

. By publishing them in the MESSENGER AND VISITOR

* fortl to do God’s work, ‘From seriptare, from history,

sints comes the call, “Be st




