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A Gluttonous Man and a Wine-Bibber,

BY ALEXANDER MACLAREN, D, B

“ The Son of man is caming eating and drinking ; and
ye say, Behold a gluttonous man, aud a wine-bibber, &
friend of publican and siuners."'—Luke 7 :34.

Jesus Christ very seldom took any notice of the mista
of calumny that drifted around him. * When he was
reviled, he reviled not again." If ever he did allade to
them, it was for the sake of the people who were harming
themselves by uttering them,

80 here, without the slightest trace of irritation, he
quotes & malignant charge which was evidently in the

¢ mouth, and of which we should never have
known if he had not repeated it; not with anger, but
simply in order that he might point to the capricious in-
consistency of finding fault'with John and himself on
precisely opposite g is. The former did not suit be-
cause he came neither eating nor drinking, Well, if his
asceticism did not please, surely the geniality of a Christ
who comes doing both will be hailed. But he is rejected
like the other, What is the cause of this dislike that
can look two different ways at once? Not the things
that it lays hold upon, but something far deeper, the dis-
like to the heavenly wisdom of which John and Jesus
were mesengers. The children of wisdom would see
thet there was right in both courses; the children of
folly would condemn them both, If the message is un-
welcome, nothing that the messenger can say of do will
be right. :

The ssme kind of thing is common today, Never mind
consistency, find fault with Christianity on all its sides
snd with all its preachiers, tho' you have to contradict
yoursell {n dolng so.. Object to this man that he is too
loarned and doctrinal; te that one that he 1s too {Ilterate,
and gives no food for thought ; to this one that he inal-
ways thundering condemnation ; to that one that he is
slways running over with love ; to thisone that he is
perpetually harping upon duties ; to that other one that
be is up in-the clouds and forgets the tasks of daily life ;
to this one that he is sensational | to that one that he is
dull ; and so on, and #p on. The generation that lked
neither piping nor mourning has its representatives still.

But my business this evening is vot with the inconsist-
ency of the objectors to John and Jesus, but simply with
this caricature which he gquotes from them, of some of
his characteristics, It is & distorted refraction of the
beam of light that comes from his face through the mud-
dy, thick medium of their prejudice. And if we can—I
was going to say<~pull it straight again, we shall see
something of his glories, I take the two clauses of my
text separately because they are closely connected with
our design, and cover different ground. :

1, And I ask you to note, first, the enemies’ attention
to Christ's genial participation in the joysand neceesities
of common life,

*“The Son of man came eating and drinking,” There
is wothing that calumuy, if it be malignant enough, can-
wot twist into an accusation ; and out of that glorious and
significant fact, full of lessons and containing a strong
buttress of the central truth of the gospel, these people
‘made this charge, » * wine-bibber" and ‘' gluttonous."
The facts are facts ; the inferences were slanders,

Notice how precious, how demonstrative of the very
central truth of Christianity, is that plain fact, ' the Son
of man eame eating and drinking.” Then that pillar of
sl our hope, the Incarnation of the Word of God, stands
irrefragable, 8itting at tables, hungering in the wilder.
ness, faint by the well, begging a draught of water from
& woman, and saying ou his cross, ' 1 thirst ! '—here is
the Incarnation of Deity, the manifestation of God in the
flesh, Awe and mystery and reverence aud hope and
trust clasp that fact in which prejudice and dislike could
ouly flnd occasion for a calumny.

By sating and delnking he declared that * for ds-mi
a8 the ohildren were partakers of flesh and blood,
Dlmeel! Hkewise took part fu. the same.”” 1f it be true
that “ every spisit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is
coume in the fesh b of God, then it is true that no miracle
of i life, nor any of the supernatural glories wiich we
are accustomed to regard as evidence of his majesty, are
more blessed, or more important as revelations of his
wature, than the fuct that the ' Son of man came eating
and deimking. '

But still further, mark how the fact which gave color
10 the slander attests that Jesis Christ presents to the

world the highest type of manhood, The ideal for lite {s
not the rension, but the consecration, of material
sabiafactions and pleasures of appetite. And \hey come
elosent te Ahe Master who, like the Master, come eating
wid driabdng, and yet ever hold all appetites and desives
iy wader control, and subordinate them all to loftier

John the Baptist could be an abeetie | the pat:
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‘' the Son of man came eating and drinking," Hence-
forward every table may be & communion table, and
every meal may be a sacramenyt; eaten in obedience td his
dying injunction. **'This do in remembrance of me.” 1If
we can feel that Christ sits with us at the feast, the feast
will be pure and good. If it is to such a sort as that we
dare not fancy him keeping us company there, it is no
place forus. Wherever Jesus Christ went the consecra-
tion of his presence lingers still ; whatever- Jesus Christ
did his servants may do, if in the same spirit and in the
same manner,

He hallowed infancy when he lay an infant in his
mother's arms ; he hallowed childhood when, as & boy,
he was obedient to his parents ; he hallowed youth dur-
ing all those yoars of quiet seclusion and unnoticed ser-
vice in Naszareth ; he hallowed every part of human life
and experience by bearing it. Love is consecrated be-
cause he loved ; tears are sacred because he wept ; life is
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An 1 sakl about the other charge, 30 1 say of this, the

“slanderers saw, #a nobody could help seeing, that there

‘was & strange kind of mutual attraction between Jesus
and publicans and sinners; that harlots as well as little
chidren seemed to be drawn to him: and thet he
obviously delighted in the company of those at whose
presence, partly from pride; partly from national enmity,
pertly from heartiess self-righteousness, Pharisaism
gothered its dainty skirts around-itself in abhorrence lest
aspeck should fall upon their purity. That being the
fact, Jow natures, who always misunderstand lofty ones,
because they can only believe in motives as low aa their
own, said of Jesus, ‘‘Ah ! you can tell what sort of a
man he is by the company he keeps. He is the friend of
publicans because he is a bad Jew ; the friend of sinners
because he Hkes their wicked ways. -

There was & mysterious sense of sympathy which drew
Jesua Christ 1o these poor people and drew them o him.
It would have been a long while before any pemitent
woman would have come in and wept over the feet of
Gamaliel and bis like. It would have been a long while
before any sinful men would have found their way, with
tears and yet with trust, to these seli-righteous hypocrites.
But perfect purity somshow draws the impure, though
assumed sanctity always repels them. Aud it isa sign,
not that & mian is bad, but that he is good in & Christ-like
fashion if the outcasts that durst not come near your
respectable people. find themselves drawn to him, Oh!
{f there were more of us like Jesus Christ in our purity
there would be more of us who would deserve the
calumny which is praise—*' the friend of sinners.’

It was an sttestation of his love, as I need not remind
you, 1 suppose there is nothing more. striking in the
whole wonderful and unique picture of Jesus Christ
drawn in the gospels, than the way in which two things
which we so often fancy to be contradictory, blend in the
most beautiful harmony in bim—viz,, infinite tenderness
and absolute condemnation of transgression. To mie the
fact that these two characteristics are displayed in perfect
harmony in the life of Jesus Christ, as written in these
gospels, is no emall argument for believing in the

worship, or may be made so, becai e passed through
it ; and death iteelf {s bled tified b he
has died,

Only let us remember that, if we are to partake of this
blessed hallowing of common things, of which he has set
us the example, we must use them as he did, That is,
in such sort as that our communion with God shall not
be broken thereby,and that nothing in them shall darken
the vision and clip the wings of the aspiring and heaven-
ward-gasing spirit. Brethren, the tendency of this day—
and one rejoices, in many respects, that it is so—is to re-
volt against the extreme of narrowness in the past that

preacribed and proscribed a great many arbitrary and un-

necessary abstinences and practices asthe sign of a Chris-
tian profession. But while I would yleld to no man in
my joyful application of the principle that underlies that
great fact ** He came eating and drinking.” I do want
at this point to put in a caveat which perhaps may not
be 80 welcome to some of youas the line of thought
that I have been pursuing. And it isthis: Itis mo use
to quote Christ's example as a cover for luxury and
excess, and grasping at material enjoyments which are
not innocent in themselves, or are mixed up with much
that is not innocent. There ia many a table spread by
so-called Christian people where Jesus Christ would not
sit. Many a man darkens his apirit, enfeebles his best
part, binds himself to the things beyond, by reason of his
taking the liberty, as he says, which Christianity, brosd-
1y and generoualy interpreted, gives of participating in
all outward delights, Ihave said asceticism is not the
highest, but it is sometime necessary. It is better to
enjoy and to subdue than to abstain and to suppress, but
abstinence and su on are often essential to faithful-
ness and noble living, If I find that my enjoyment of
innocent thiugs harms me, or ia getting to stimulate &
craving beyond my control; or if I find that abstinence
from innotent things increases my power to help o

brother, and to fight against a desolating sin | or if things

and innocent in themselves, and in some respects

and admirable, like the theatre, for instance,

are irretrleyably intertwisted with evil things, ‘then
Christ's example is no plea for our

{s better for ws to cut off the offending

in such, It

| city of the picture there drawp, For Ido
not know a harder thing for » d tist, or & !
or a legend-monger to effect, than to combine, in one
picture—and make the bination not “the
two things, perfect purity and perfect love for the impure.
But, dear brethren, remember that if we are to believe
Jesus Christ’s own words, that strange love of his that
embraced in its pure clasp the outcasts, was not only the
love of a perfect Man, but it was the lowe of God himself.
«“He that hath seen Me hath seen the father." When
you see Jesus Christ looking across the valley to fhe city,
with tears in his sad and gentle eyes ; and when you see
harlots and sinners mh‘i n-‘r him with new hope, and
of a fa

a mr-l i which wields ;
and wl youisee him opening his heart to all the
impure, just as he lail his clean hand on the leper's
ulcers, let us rejoice to believe that the Friend of publi-
cans and sinners is God manifest in the flesh,

Then, atill further, this rous seeking loveof his
for all.the outcasts is the sign to-us of his boundless hope-
fulness congerning the most degraded.

The world talks of races too low to be elevated ; of

too hardened to be softened. Jesus Christ walks

the hospital of this world, and sees nowhere
His hope is boundless because, first of all, he
sees the nt possibilities that slumber in the most
degraded | still more, he knows that he
Deats in himself & power that will cleanse the foulest and
raise the most fallen, There are some metals that resist
all attempts to votalize them by the highest temperature
produceable in our furfaces, Carry them into the sun
and they will nll“uhw ngr. There is no man or
woman that ever lived, or who will live, so absolutely
besotted and by the chaing of his or her sins that
free. for outcasts is
becsuse he knows that every sin can be
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