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BIBLE LE%SONS
Third Quartere
STUDIES IN LOUKES GOSPEL.
Lesson 1L July 13. Luke 14 15-24,
THE GREAT SUPPER.

GOLDEN TEXT.
# Blessed is he that shall eat lnud in
the kingdom of God."—Luke 14: 15.

EXPLANATORY,

I. Tae Kivapos ov HEAVEN REPRESENT-
ED BY A GrEAT FRasT. 15, Andwhen oneof
them that sat gt meat. Rather, reclined
at the table of the leading Pharisee who
gave the feast (14.: 1). Heard these
things. The table talk of Jesus report-
ed in verses 2-14. Blessed is he that shall
eat bread. To eat bread, according to a
Hebrew idiom, means to partake of a re-
past, whether at an ordinary nteal or at
& sumptuous banquet. - In the kingdom
of God. Eitnher in the future-life, or the
temporal kingdom of the Messiah, the
millennial days, which many hoped soon
to see. Corresponding to this is the uni-
versal feeling of even irreligious men,
that it will be & blessed thing to be a
child of God in the future heavenly state.

16. Then said He unto him. Jesus re
plics, “ Yes, blessed ; and therefore be
ware of rejecting the “blessedness at the
very moment when thou art extolling its
greatness.” Such is the application of
the following parable.

Tar Giver or THE FRAST. A cerfain
man. Corresponding to the king in the
parable of the wedding feast (Matt.
2). He répresents God the Father,
King of saints.

Tug Gosrer Feasr. Made a great sup-
per. The people of the East take but
two regular meals & day; i e, s hearty
breakfast early in the morning, and the
principal meal at night after they come
home.. (1) The Gospel is compared.to a
Jeast to express the abundance, the joy-
ousness, the social pleasures; the satis-
faction of every want. (2) It is com
pared to a wedding feast in Matthew to
express the perfectness and supreme
quality of the feast, as well as the int:
mate fellowship with God, the mutual
love and delight in one another. (3
Some of the things provided for the guests
at this feast are forgiveness of sin, new
hearts and right spirits, the gift of the
Holy Spirit, the abiding presence of
Jesus, the care and love and promises of
God, new revelations of truth, great op
portumuen of usefulbess, joys unspeak-
able and full of glory, eternal Lfe and
blessedness.

o« THE INviTeD Gumsts. And dade (in-
vited) many. This also shows the great-
ness of the feast.

Tae InviTarion S:nm 17. And sent
his sermmt. It 1 still customary in the
East not only to give an invitation some
tume beforeband, but to send round ser-
vants at the proper time to intorm the
invited guests that all things are ready.

Trose Wuo Give TtHE INVITATION.—
The servant here represents Christ Him-
self. But the meaning is not confined to
Him, but includes the whole order or
class of God’s messengers, especially
John the Baptist. At supper time. At
the hour lP[lOinted for the feast. This

doubtedly represents the “ fulness of
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time ”
came.

Tue Foixess o Tiux. Come : for all
thingsare now ready. At the coming of
Christ the world was peculiarly prepared
for Him and His work. (!) There were
many lands, but nearly all the world was
subject to one government at Rome. (2)
The world was at peace, so that the gos-
pel could have free course. (3) The
Greek language was spoken everywhere
with the native languages, so that the
gospel could be heard and read by all.
(4) The Jews had been dispersed through
all lands, carrying the Old Testament,
which bore witnéss to one God, and held
the prophecies of the Messiab. (5) It
was a time of great intellectual activity,
and there was a widespread disbelief an
the existing religions. ‘For each of us all
things are ready ; the atonement made,
the mansions prepared, the Father will
ing to receive, the angels waiting to wel
come, the doors open, the opportunities
ready.

L Tux

cuses, 18,

(Gal. 4: 4) when the Messiah

InvitaTion Reimcren, Ex
And they all with one consent.

The literal sense is, “ from orfe”; { e,
from the same motive, in "the same
spirit, Hegan to make excuse. The Greek
word is the exact equivalent of our **to
beg off.

Finst Excugg I'have bought me a piece

af ground (#farm), and musi needs go
{out) and see it. He lived, as do all n
that country, in a village, and had to go
out into the country to see his farm. [
pray thee have me excused. He was very
polite about his refusal. e would come
aoother time, but not now. But “the
courtesy of the rejection does not make
it less decided.”

Rejection of Christ on account of
property arisés (1) from the pressure
of cares and anxieties that fully ocoupy
the mind ; (2) from the want of a sense
of need which property often gives ; (3)
from the fear that it may have to be
used for the Lord instead of gaining for
himself; (4) from the fear that it might
become less pmﬁuble.

Srcoxp Exouse. '19. And another said,
I have*bought five yoke of ozen. Here was
the business man's excuse. And I goto
prove them. He bad his plansall lnld
And he was not willing to change his

lans. He was too much interested in
is bargain and his-own affairs.

Business excuses for rejecting Christ
are (1) We are too busy to attend to His
claims ; (2) we would have to change our
business if we became Christians ; (3)
wc would have to change our ma!hod- of

nneu, be always honest and truthful;
j; our partners are irreligious, and
L'would not change, even if we wished to,

spiritual snd
gl st gy
called them to what was & weari-

| ness to the flesb, and “ beg
{ bundred miserable pretences.

Home exouses for noiho religion
are often given. (1) Tl ta. and
rlﬂ.lun- of home charm sway from re-

igious duties; (2) they absorb the time
and interest; (3) i the fact

under &

“The best of wen,” replisd Robert,
with some heat It ovu M
ssints in u... world, wy
ther were'two of them, n.nd ‘nndkmar
was another.”

“ Are you better than they were

“Why do you ssk such a qdestion ?
[ don’t profess to be ss good as they
were. It isn't in me. They were so

husband or wife is posed mhulﬂe-
the difficulty of bq::?mng and li
religious life. Each partoer in & fumly
should help, and not hinder the religious
life of the mll

1V, Tur h:w Invitarion. 21. 8o that
servant came, and showed Ais lovd these
things. Declared the ill success which
he had met, reported to him the excuses
which all, bad made ; even as hitherto, in
all likelibood, not so much as one among
the spinitual hiefs of the Jewish pation
bad attached himself openly and without
reserve to Christ (Johu 7: 48). Then the
master of the house being angry. God is
never in a passion, never angry in the
sense of unreasonuig wrath. Our word
indignation comes nearest to what is
meant by God's~anger. Go out quickly
m(u the streets and lanes of the city. The

“ streets’ are tire larger streets, which
widen into squares; the “lanes” the
cross streets, the by ways, hardly wide
enough for & man to ride through. The
poor, the maimed, the halt, and the blind.
These four classes may represent the
various classes of sinners and the effects
of sin upon the soul,.taking away its
riches and comtorts, marring its power,:
lessening its activities, and binding its
Apmuml vision.

And yet there is room. What a
glanous declaration is this in regard t>
the gospel! There yet is room. Millions
have been saved, but there yet is room.
No one will ever be shut out of the king-
dom of heaven for want of room.

23. Go outinto the highways and hedges.
These are without the city walls, and re-
fer to the calling of Gentiles. And com-
pel them to come in. Not by foroe, by
persecution, which is contrary to the
whole spirit of the gospel, but by arga.
ments, by persua:ion, by the force of
loVe and entreaty, by persistent and un-
tiring.efforts, by the attractions of the
feast, by the goodness ot Him who gave
it

~Moverx Hiouwavs axp Heoors. Ttis
still the business of all Christians to go
out into the highways and hedges, and
invite all; both good and bad, to come to
the gospel feast. (1) The. worse men
are, the more degraded and sinful, the
fewer their opportunities, and the moro
they are opposed to good, so much the
more do they need the invitations of the
gospel. (2) It will not do to wait for
people to come to the churches,—the
churches must go to them. (3) We must
use all moral forces to attract and win
and persuade men. (4) This effort must
be persistent. Here must be shown the
perseverance of the saints. (5) This
applies to our interest in howe and
foreign missions. (6) This is the way to
fill up the Sunday-schools. Train each
scholar to go out into the highways and
hedges. (7) “The largest room in
church or Sunday-school is room for im-
:&:‘ﬂemem " and especially in this direc-
4 . Tur FATE OF THOSE WHO REFUSE.
h \r)ne of those men which were bidden.
And refused to accept the invitation.
Shall taste of my supper. Nomiltter how
Ncu and respectable they are in other

respeots.

Note that their exclusion is wholly,
their own fault, God wants all men to
come. He has prepared abundance for
all. He invites all, he repeats his invi-
tation, and they will not come. Nothing
shuts & person out of heaveb but his own
choice of evil instead of good.

= B

The Test of Progress.

.It was Monday morning, and, accord-
ing to his usual custom, Dr. J set
out for Boston to attend the “ Preachers’
Meeting.” As the cars were crowded,
be shared his seat with a young lawyer
whose face he bad seen several times be
fore, but who was a stranger to him. In
chatting with him, the doctor soon dis-
covered that his pame was Robert Lind
say, and that he was the son of his old
schoolmate Tom Lindsay. With the in-
terest of an old triend, Dr. J— inquir-
od, * Where do you attend churoh 7"

“ Well, the fact is,” replied Robert,
“ [ am not much of a church-going man

have never been mnule of a church
sinoe | oame to H—.

The doetor lmihwl & trifle surprised
as hie resumed : “ Where you never in

the habit of l&wwlmg church ?

“Oh, yeu,” said the young man, 1|
always went to church when [ was a ooy
in New Hampshire,and thought seriously
of booumm{ s church member when |
loft home ; but as | have grown older my
views have entirely ohanged. As | went
away to school, and came to college, my
studies brosdened my mind, and made
me see things in & different light, | am
fmwmg daily more liberal in my ideas

believe in progress. | am what you
might call an sdvanced thinker.”

“ Would you mind telling me what you

understand by the term ‘sdvanced
thinker t" asked the doctor.
# Certainly not,” said Robert. “I

understand by it one who cuts loose
from the set notions and stiff doctrines
of the past. | sympathize with the
newer and more elastic views of truth
thut are growing out of modern scientitic
studies. I like & rational religion that
is not bound up in phurch ioi“ and sen
timentalism, bu repst of the
best thoughts of the time.”

After a short pause, the doctor con-
tinued: “I have not seen your father
since we were boys together. Did he
hold the same views that you do ?"

“0Oh, no, Father and mother were
botli members of the little Congregation
al church in my bative village. Mother
was brought up a Methodist, and her
father was » presiding elder. Father's

had

5) a8 soon as we havi
ﬁm.ums we will live a Chrutmn life.
Tuigp Exouss, 20. I have married a
mfe, and thergfore cannot come. He of
feels that his excuse is valid. “ He
could pot interrupt his wedding feast
days were over. Nor could he
his bride to a feast of men; nor
she break over the customs th.,t
& newly married woman.” The
invited guests was that they
treated invitation to the feast as
though it were as burdensome ss & mili-
In the interpréta-

L

7 Btre. WIRDS 'n,"nﬂ.a .

..,J,.

f&of‘mm:,ﬁubuﬁn of this is

‘invited to the highest

in the Con.
gregational church for several -genera-
tions.” £

+ “It seems almost sirange that you
should break away from the old order of
things” '

consider it the natural result of
my mode of life. My parents had al-
ways lived away up there, out of the
world, md although they were very in-
they were simple minded peo-
ple. lemhﬂlmt-bmtmn’
men and saw more of the world that
gat rid of the old notions.”

ious about every thing, and so
devoted to doing good. 1 am too busy
to attend to snything but my business
and my family, though [ always give
something whenever & worthy cause is
geq-u«l upon me. [ always intend to

honest, though [ see no use in being
quite so ncrup\l]mn as they were.’

“ Then your advanced views have not
made you s better man than your fathert”

“1 don't know that my wviews have
anything to do with my life. l‘hdmophy
and business are distinot matters.”

“Were your fithémead mother happy?"

“Yes, alwags. They bad that simple,
old.fashioned trust in God that made
them happy even in the darkest days,
for they said that He would surely bring
every thing out right.” .

“Are you happier than they were?
Or do your views make those about you
bappier 7"

% No; I don't think we should be for
ever thinkiog about happin Seeking
happivess soems to me very selfish and
parrow view of the end of human life.
We ought to lhlnk first of development
and progress.”

“But if your views do not make/
yourself and the world either better
or happier, what commends them to
you? Whydo you call them progres
sive ¥’

*They seem to be more philosophi
cal, more in accordance with the progress
of the age, more acceptable to scholarly
minds, than the old notions.”

“So' you prefer handsome foliage to
wholesome l}:uit, eh? You remind me
of a French physician of whom I once
read. lhvinr% inventedra new method of
treating a difficult disease, he had just
tried 1t upon @ patient in the hospital.
Soon after, meenng & brother physician,
he began to speak in glowing terms of
the superiority of the new treatment.
His friend interrupted with the question.
‘How about the patient? ' Is he doing
well?” ¢ Ob, replied the enthusiast, his
ardor not a whit abated, ‘the patient
died ; but the method of treatment is so
supérior, so humane, 80 progressive !’ "

At that moment the train drew up in
the Boston depot, and the doctor bade
his young friend good morning, leaving
him to make the application of the story
for himself.— George H. Hubbard.

e ——

A specific remedy for indigestion or
dyspepsia in any form is found in King's
Dyspepsia Cure, the only preparation of
the kind in the market. Cure guaran-
teed or money refunded. One dollar a
package. Sample package to any ad-
dress on receipt of three cent stamp.
Sole proprietors, King's Dyspepsia Cure
Co., New Glasgow, Nova Sootia.
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— Dr. Diaz, the apostle of Cuba, said
that in all Cuba there had not been a
Sunday-dchool since Columbus discovered
America. But wheh our Baptist Sunday-
schools began, the Catholics began to

ther their children every Sunday to
feep them out of the reach of our mis-
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Combined Belt and Suspensory, only $5.00,

under the of Actina,
Actina will cure all diseases of the eye.

No Fancy Prices.

CERTAIN CURE. No Vinegar or Acid Used.

T. Baer & Co.,

1556 QUEEN STREET WEST, TORONTO. '

MACHINE BELTING.

OUR NEW SEAMLESS RUBBER BELTING D' E
OPEN AT THE PLIES, BUT GIVES BEST SATISFACTION.

ES NOT BREAK OR
WHE SUPPLY:

sionaries. But not g what was
done st our Sunday-schools, the Catholics
did not know how to counteract them ;
so they put their children to- setting
tables, washing dmhﬂ, eto., on Sunday
mormnp
-

— Burdock Blood Bitters mll speedily

cleanse all impurities, from the blood

and cure Blotches, Boils, Pimples, Ulcers, |

Erysipelas and Chronic diseases of the
Skin.

- %

-— Mrs. Browning was never known to
make an insignificant remark. She was
also & most conscientious listener, giving
one her mind and heart as well as her
wonderful eyes. Those eyes seemed al-
ways to out-travel her speech with their
éagar, far-reaching expression. Yet she
conversed slowly, though with matchless
earnestness, Persons were never to be
discussed unless praifed. Gossip and
faivolities were out out of place in her
presencg, but books, humanity, great
deeds, and chief of all, politics, which
mean the grand question of the hour,
were ever foremost. With her every
thing was brought to the touch stone of
a pure and boly religion

-

« This life is a school. The most ad
vanced thinkers and teachers and toilers
are still under dweipline and training
The ph{qlmln knows that he has just be
Kun to learn bow to practice medicine
when age and infirmity compel bim to
sbandon it. The faithful “minister s
deeply impressed with the fact that his
entire ministry has boen a work of over
coming defects aud improving his abili
ties and developing his gifts everr until
the close. Every true man appears to
himself like » child learning to walk, and
it will be well if through falls and bjun
ders he succeeds st last in learning to
walk well. We need not be so much con
cerned about doing something great be-
fore we die, but it is well for us to see to
it that we become -omething great ere
we go home — New York 4dmml¢

%o be driven home in a car-
medidtely applied MINARD'S
T freely and in 48 hours could
use my leg again as well as ever.
Josava Wyxavear.
Bridgetown, N. 8.

To ran Dm.—A&gnon cured of Deaf-
ness and noises in the head of 23 years'
mumphmedy,wdlnndn
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