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THE CASE OF HALIFAX

The Hailfax Ratepayers’ Association
bas adopted a resolution calling for the
adoption of the council-manager SyS=
tem of city government, as the best
way out of the mess revealed by the
Montreal firm of auditors. There was
a good deal of opposition to the reso-
ldtion, but it was finally adopted. Ex-
Mayor Hawkins has made matters
more interesting by asserting that the

* conditions now revealed were common
knowledge to every City Council and
the Board of Control for years. They
knew there was stealing and graft but
got no chance to prove it; and four
times when the council asked for funds
for an independent audit the city of-
ficials got the Legislature to kill the
appropriation. If this is correct it re-
veals an amazing condition of help-
lessness on the part of the taxpayers.
The Evening Mail thus summarizes the

" gituation:—

“Ninety thousand dollars of public
money have been stolen. Uncollected
taxes, assessments, etc., total nearly
three million dollars. City bank loans
are found to be in _the vicinity of

. two-and-a-half million dollars. Meth-
ods of banking, book-keeping, and the
general conduct of civic business, are
so loose, inefficient, and unreliable,
that complete re-organization is neces-
sary in practically every department.”

The Mail says that the need of the
time -is leadership, and it wonders if
Mayor Murphy is the man to lead.
It advises him and the Council to
select three or four of the most in-

fldential business men of the city, con- |

gult with them, and devise plans for
a complete civic re-organization, to be
submitted to the people. Whether the
council-manager plan will make any
headway remains to be seen. Those
who oppose it say it is drawing a red
herring across the trail, and that the
thing to do is to get a stronger City
Ceuncil at the April elections. It is
¢lear that in their own interest the
citizens must take the grip with the
situation. The lesson is for other cities
us well. Only a keen general interest

on the part of the taxpayers will en-

sure good government.

- ————————

CENTRAL HEATING PLANTS

The city of Winnipeg is to make an
experiment with a central heating sys-
« tem for its business district. It will
cost nearly two millions, and the city
council is empowered to raise $885,196
as a beginning. The manager of the
city’s hydro-electric system will man-
age this new utility. Before work is
begun thirty per cent. of the business
in the specified districts must sign up
and if they do so the work of con-
struction will be started in the spring.

A Winnipeg letter says:—

“The money to be raised under the
present by-law is expected to provide
conduits for two areas and boilers for
four districts. It is estimated that the
system will take five years to com-
plete, and will involve a total capital
fnvestment of $1,795,250. While no
other Canadian cities have adopted the
plan to date, a number of United
States cities, including New York,
Boston, Detroit, Cleveland, Milwaukee,
and Minneapolis, have. done so. Ex-
perts claim the plan is an .economical

one.”

"If such a system can be made effect-
jve in a business district it would
.seem to be only a question of time
when it would be extended to resi-
dential districts. Apparently, however,
it has not yet wholly passed the ex-
perimental stage.

S C————

The Ottawa Citizen gives these illus-
trations of overlapping and duplication
in the Civil Service:—*“Two Depart-
ments carry establishments for precise
levelling; three Departments have es-
tablishments in connection with topo-
graphical maps; seven Departments
have photostat establishments; five
Departments also support establish-
ment and equipment for the purpose
of blie-printing and reproductions.

. One Department has five distinct
engineering branches, and it has been

! said that only one of these operates

under the departmental chief engineer.
Dredging, with its costly overhead
spgineering  establishments, is carried
on in three different Departments.
Surveying work is carried on in three
gifferent branches of one Department.
The height of duplications and over-
\spping is reached in one Department
which has seven distinct branches deal-
ing with lands, each having its own
expensive overhead establishment.”
® © © 9

The Owen Sound Sun-Times, ap-
purently, is not greatly impressed by
the Montreal Star’s outcry about the
need of a strong man in Canadian
public affairs at this time. We quote:—
“Who is The (Montreal) Star’s ‘strong
wan, who would need to be as wise
and brave as Moses and Joshua com-
Bined to deliver Canada from the
bondage of public debt, and lead it
Wto the promised land of general and
perpetual prosperity ? If The Star
knows a man who can do it how can
¢ justify jts concealment of him?®

THE FRENCH SCANDAL
|
! And now France has a scandal,
which has been brought to light in
the Chamber of Deputies with the re-
sult that a Commission of Enquiry
has been appointed. The charges are
thus summarized by the Toronto
Star:—

“It is charged that there has been
a riot of graft and profiteering in the
reconstruction of the devastated region.
1t is said that excessive awards of war
damages have been made corruptly in
thousands of cases to swindlers who
persuaded humble victims of the Ger-
man invasion to part with their claims
tor trifling values. It is alleged also
that many large French industrialists
and property owners have collected
much more than the amount of their
losses. The awards have been paid out
of the proceeds of loans made by
French investors to the Government
‘on the assumption that the money
would be recovered from Germany. In
effect the thieves have stolen from
their own country.”

This revelation comes at an unfor-
tunate time, since the Government,
while its members are not personally
charged with profiteering, is held to
have been guilty of negligence; and it
will have greater difficulty in carrying
out its taxation and other policies.
Premier Poincare has something be-
sides reparations -and the Ruhr to
think about, and if these charges are
proven he will be a much Jess impres-
sive figure among his own people.

The Nova Scotia coal strike is over.
The company has granted an increase
in wages and an agreement for a year
lias been signed. This will be good
news in the mining districts, and to
aill who do business there. If before
the year expires the company and the
miners can get together on a basis of
agreement that will prevent another
strike they will be doing a good thing
for the.selves and for the province.
It is said that kindly relations exist as
a result of the new agreement. To cul-
tivate such relations should be the
aim of both parties to past disputes.
Fach should study carefully from both
points of view—that of the company
and that of the men.

® ® @@

Interest shifts again to the British
Parliament, where Premier MacDonald
is expected to set forth today the
i policy of his government. The Con-
servatives have re-elected Baldwin as
leader and have dropped overboard the
protection plank of their platform.
Mr. Baldwin urges the party to present
a fighting front. There is little pros-
pect, however, that Conservative poli-
cies will arouse any degree of popular
interest for some time to come. The
country seems very willing to give the
Labor Government a fair chance to
{ry out its policies so long as they
are not of too radical a nature.

® © ® @

Noting the fact that four race tracks
ars to be operated in the vicinity of
Vancouver this year, with eight weeks
of continuous racing, the Province
makes the following crisp comment:—
«Crooked racing and racetrack gam-
bling have been driven out of Califor-
nia, Oregon and Washington, but in
Mexico and British Columbia they are
considered all right. This should make
us quite proud of the company we
keep.” s

® ® @9

The Nova Scotia Government has
summoned home the Agent-General of
the province in Great Britain, M.
John Howard, and the whole question
of immigration will be fully discussed.
The province desires immigrants, but
of the kind that can do something to
help themselves when they arrive.
What it needs even more is a means
| of Ainding employment to keep its own
sons and daughters at home.

® % @

Prof. Prince, commissioner of fisher-
I ies, says Canada has the peerless fish-
| eries of the world. He says the annual

li value of Canada’s fisheries ranged from
 thirty-one million dollars to about
| sixty million dollars during the war,
’und were at present averaged at about
| forty million dollars. Cod and salmon
| are the staple food fish of the world,
and Canada has both in abundance.
¢ P @

! The President of the Canadian
':Manufactﬁrcm' Association continues
| to assert that insufficient tariff pro-
,tcction is Canada’s chief trouble. That
| assertion will not find favor in the
| west, however well it may be received
‘:in the manufacturing centres of
| Ontarlo.
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The question whether the proposed
great hydro-electric development in the
Petitcodiac River is practicable is now
receiving the attention of the authorl-
ties at Ottawa. Presumably tests will
be made. Should the plan prove work-
able the beneflts derived would be
enormous.

Press Comment

P

MISSIONARY WORK.

(Winnipeg Tribune.)

The St. Catharines Standard eays:
“Montreal may be strong against pub-
lic ownership, but Sir. Henry Thornton
insits on sending out his glowing re-
ports from that city. He is probably
doing excellent missionary work at
home.”

WHERE SOME SUCCEED
(Trail News.)

Right where one man falls, another
man succeeds. Right where the farm-
er starved, the Standard Oil started. |
Right where the inactive, lazy, indif-
ferent neighbors said it couldn’t be
done, the wide-awake worker went
ahead and did it. If people hated wars
as they do paying for them, perfect
peace would prevail,

The prosperity of our country is
largely founded upon so much down.
Too many men would rather be ap-
plauded than right. Words of wise men
oft remind us that now and then a
wise man can talk like a jackass.

SMOOTHING THE WAY
(London News.)

A temporary trade boom cannot
solve the heavy problem of British urk
employment. It will be solved only,
if it is solved at all, in a world at
peace and unafraid; and the key to
peace and to plenty lies, ready to be
seized, in the heart of Europe. Great
Britain has stood up to the poverty
and distress of the post-war yealld
with the same calm courage and self-
restraint that her soldiers displayed
when they received punishment in the
trenches without flinching. The people
as a whole will now look to their new
leaders, not for miracles, but for a
sane, strong, consistently followed pol-
icy of appeasement, which is the one
suge hope of a happy issue from thetr
present economic affliction.

PLACE ENGLISH FIRST.
(Rochester Times-Union.)

E English is compulsory in -Japanese |
| schools above the primary grade. In
! Japan the language of _ commerce is
| English, and more: and more students
are being turned out each year with a
working knowledge of that language.

Artificial languages designed as me-
diums of universal communication have
so far had little success. No other
language holds the same strategic posi-
tion as English.

French, German and Russian have
passed their period of greatest relative
extension. For English the period of
expansion has only begun.

Inevitably the United States, Can-
ada, South Africa and Australia will
gain in population and wealth.

Great Britain will always have a
dense population and an extensive
trade. More and more natives of India
and other non-white portions of the
British Empire will learn to speak the
tongue of the dominant race.

The shrewd Japanese know what
they are about in making English the
preferred foreign language.

LABOR LORDS.

(Toronto Globe.)

Many British peers must have been
shivering with apprehension since
Labor’s accession to office. The House
of Lords has been a select club, though
its social exclusiveness was sometimes
violated by Mr. Lloyd George’s habit
of demanding admission for friends
who had no passports but long purses.
What rude proletarians would break
into the charmed circle under the pres-
ent regime? The first Labor appoint-
ments have been made, and the blue-
bloods have a feeling of relief. Syd-
ney Arnold, Sydney Olivier and Briga-
dier-General Thomson, are at least not
shocking challenges to the old order.
Two are trained administrators, and
one is a distinguished soldier. Each
can take the title of Baron without in-
viting the derisive laughter that would
follow a sudden jump from the mine
or the workshop to the cushions of the
gilded Chamber.

The three new Lords had no seats in
the House of Commons, and their ele-
vation will save the trouble of opening
constituencies for them. The Govern-
ment will now have half a dozen
spokesmen there and they will serve
all its purposes, short of a majority.
As it cannot alter the House, it will
make use of it in the practical British
way. The Tory Peers know that the
Chamber ‘as at present constituted can-
not last, but they intend that the
changes shall be made only by a Tory
Government. There will be a fight on
that issue some day, but the Labor
Administration will probably not invite|
it until they control the other |
“amber.

THE REAL PRICE ON THE
COVER

(New York Times.)
Publishers of 95 per cent. of the
total output of standard sheet music
have conferred with Commissioner
Van Fleet of the Federal Trade Com-
mission on the matter of marking

THE MODERN BABEL.

(Stanton A. Coblentz.)

T MTHELY
eI DSTUSHED

They fashioned stones of countless hues

and forms

And piled them up in many a zlgzag In England One of EVCI‘Y
line. 72 People So Signs |

Among their scatered bands was never

one Name.
To plan the perfect structure of the i l
whole, London, Feb. 12—The man who'

And all they did was aimlessly undone
While each man struggled to a sep-
arate goal.

signs his name “Smith” has every right
to be proud of his signature for it is
that, beyond a doubt, of the world’s
The tower rose with watchwork, jagged most distinguished family.
walls The Smiths head the clan lists. Even
Whose mountainous height' attracted | Jones, Brown, and Robinson must pay'l
wide renown. Rigs
their h s
Hut now with every wind a timber falls, hieie homsge o U
With every storm & spire comes In England one of every 72 persons
craiini down. writes his name “Smith”; in Scotland!
For never yet have architects combined i};:rypr?g?rt‘;ol:!i—lcisevsetrllllingr ;:gf;;él t]t:,':{
To build the House of Civilized Man-|jame takes fifth place on the list
kind. In England there are twice as many |
Smiths as there are people of all names |
in Oxfordshire; and.in Scotland there |
are Smiths enough to repeople the four |
A Real Artlst. counties of Bute, Kinrose, Nairn and
Mrst Judge (before painting)—A | Sutherland.
capable plece of work, what does it| Of the Smiths in the United King-
really represent? . dom the. boys and- bachelors number
Second Judge—Well, that's just the 162,000; the girls and spinsters 167,000 |
heck of it. The artist writes that he|and 189,000 bear more or less gladly |
leaves that for the judges to decide. the yoke of inatrimony. There are |
23.000 widows, many of thém very at-
tractive, and 9,000 Smith widowers.
g0 your name 48 MeCaruiy? swia] TH Rt 100 S0 & I ¥ e
?0%&;"‘“ "&rec yotl;\“ x:;'lated In any way|f,] family, for there are no fewer than |
s cCarthy . 18,000 Misses Smiths—many of them'
Dinnis is a distant relative,’” replied very charming—between the tempting
Mt.:'Carthy. ” ages of 20 and 24; and a further 15,000
Distant?” asked Hogan. who have still to see their 34th birth-
“Yis,” replied McCarthy. “Dinnis wuz f day. .
me mother's first child. 1 wuz the| Certainly no other family has pro-
fourteenth.” duced so many men and women of dis-
tinction. It has been borne by great
soldiers and sailors, scholars and states-
men, writers and so on through all the
I " | varied fields of man’s activities ever
chape o8 |since (and no doubt long before) .Sir
i > | Thomas Smith, statesman and Greek
Talk to your mother, son,” directed | g polar flourished in Tudor days.
the father, who was reading the paper. Open any dictionary of biography
Mother,” said the son, “I made a|ganq you will see Smiths by the hun-
mistake when I selected chemistry. But | dred—from Sir John, a famous 16th
it is not too late to change even yet. 1|century soldier, to Donald Smith, Em-
want to take astronomy instead.” pire-founder, who died in Lord Strath-
The mother searched the eyes of her |cona and Mount Royal.
son sharply. Then she sald: “No! You'll And there are many Smiths living
have to think of some better excuse |today to carry on this great family
for staying out at night!” tradition; a glance at the pages of
“Who's. Who” will reveal their names,
with their achievements, by the hun-
dred. There is, too, no social circle that
cannot point with pride to its Smiths.

CHILDREN WARNED,

The grave danger to which school
children expose themselves in using the
railway tracks at Haymarket Square
was drawn to the attention of the
Board of School Trustees at its meet-

Employer—*I need a very truthful|ing last night in a letter received from
man for this position.” L. R. Ross, superintendent of ter-

Applicant—*Well, I'm single.” minals. The Board decided to ask
the teachers of Aberdeen and St.
Thomas schools to warn the children
and it also decided to ask the chief
of police to have a special policeman
stationed at that place for about 20
minutes around the time of the dis-
missal of school.

LIGHTER VEIN.

Dlst;nt—.

|

éaw Through It.
“Father,” sald the student, “I want
to talk to you about
course o’ study.”

Golf In the Garden.

Mistress—*‘Good heavens, Jane, what
was that crash?”

Jane (the maid)—‘Please, ma’am,
it wasn’t me. 'Twas master practicin’
golf in the garden. 'E’ve been and done
the scullery window in one.”

Prima Facle.

Exposure.
Doctor—“How did your husband take
pneumonia?”’
Dovey Dawson—‘Doctah, he bought
himself a diamond shirt stud.”

MAKE BABY COMFORTABLE
With an
ELECTRIC HEATER

eep the Butter
SO BY ¢
“Electrically at Your Service” ALL DEALER

The Webb Electric Co.,| ™ e v Gasdita eat™

Phone M. 2152 91 Germain St

musical publications at fictitious
prices. For many years it has been
the practice of music publishers to
print sheet music at prices marked
usually about one-third higher than
the real selling price. The origin of this
practice was the habit of granting to
music teachers a discount which was
usually one-third of the price printed
on the publication. :
The theory of this reduction was
the supposed trouble which teachers
took to select the music. After a while

pupils of these music teachers began
to ask for the same reduction from |
the printed prices, and it was not long |
before the general public came to re-|
quest the same terms. Who was ever |
known in a music store to pay what
was stamped on the cover of the
music? The actual price of the music
sold today is, as a result of these prae
tices, substantially less than the
amount printed on the cover.

as publishers have been discussing the
advisability of abolishing the use of a
fictitious price and have urged the
printing of what the music is really
intended to sell for in case any sum
is named. They agree that the printing
of a figure from which a discount may
be made has ceased to serve any use-
ful purpose, but may, on the other
hand, open the way to overcharging
by the unscrupulous.

Doubtless the day of the higher
price has come to an end. It is the
belief of the publishers that standard
sheet music should be marked at the
price at which it is .expected the
music will sell for at retail under con-

For -some time past dealers as well :

ditions of normal competition. No
date has been fixed at which the

that will be only a matter of time|
The publishers are almost unanimous-
ly in favor of it.

change will be .put into operation, but\

Illastration at right shows Dom-
inion Battleship Linoleum floor in
classroom. Milltown Public School,
St. Stephen,N.B..

- This Durable Floor
is Health-Promoting

EVERY requirement of a schoolroom floor is
admirably met by Dominion Battleship
Linoleum. Its durability simplifies the School
Board’s appropriation problems by assuring
real economy Its sanitary and germicidal fea-
tures are especially valuable where children
gather, while the air of quiet restfulness its
smooth, resilient surface imparts, promotes
the happiness, comfort and efficiency of both
teacher and pupils.

Business offices, departmental stores, hospitals and
public buildings of all kinds have adopted permanent
“Dominion Battleship” floors with splendid results,
Hard usage cannot hurt them. They are waterproof
and stainproof and need only an occasional polishing
with a reliable floor wax to make them look like new.

Made in f 5"' standard shades—brown, green, terra cotta
and grey. Special colors on large contracts. Write for
free folder and samples.

Dominion Oilcloth & Linoleum Co. Limited, Montreal

DOMINION BATTLESHIP
LINOLEUM

{men in this city are ingenious, and

HERE'S A CRAFTY
SWINDLING GAME

Rome, Feb. 12—How to get money
without working for it fotnd original
expression in Rome recentlv. Some

not behind operators in other coun-

tries in thinking up ways to get lire
quickly and safely, from someone
else’s pocket into their own.

A handsome plate glass window in
a fine shop is shattered by a stonef
The proprietor rushes out and finds |
many hands pointing to a small boy,
cm‘,vering and afraid, and evidently
guilty. He grabs the boy and vents
his anger, lurid Roman words and
cuffs.

A well dressed gentleman, passing
by, reproves the store keeper. The un-
fortunate boy puts up a pathetic tale,
and arouses the interest of the weal-
thy stranger who, out of the greatncss.

‘of his heart, finally offers to pay the
store keeper for the damage, which has
been estimated at 200 lire. He peels

off a 1,000 lire note from the top of
a thick roll, gives it to the owner of

!the shop, and gets 800 lire in change.
i’I‘he crowd melts, the boy slinks away,
the wealthy stranger calls a cab, and

in the time -the store keeper learns
that the 1,000 lire note is counterfeit.

The Old Reliable

Always the Best
Never Equalled rr 40 Years
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afety First with the Ashes :
|

' -

= “What was the cause of that fire?” “Hot ashes,” is too often =
™ the reply. Don't wait for hot ashes to set YOUR home on fire, =
2] and deprive you, not only of your shelter, furniture and heirlooms, =
= but perhaps the life of one or more of your dear ones. Take no l
& chances, but come in tomorrow, and have some GALVANIZED =
= IRON ASH BARRELS sent home for you by =
]

u e ° e ™
: Emerson & Fisher, Limited :
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Liner of the

rans -
in the Canadian Pacific Rockies
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SRR
Canada Limited of CPR

DBritish Consols Cigareltes are sold on every CPR Train,every CPR.
Dining Car; every CPR. Club Car, every
every CRR.Restaurant,every

ish Consols

kg

CPR. Station Dining Room,
CPR.Lunch Counter; every Atlantic
CRR.and in every CPR Hotel in Canada.

LONDON, ENG.

PHILIP MORRIS & CQ LIMITED -
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SMOKING TOBACCO

15 PER PACKAGE
8o¢ PER TIN
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