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Hlization of Work-
~ers Decreed to Oppose

Invasion.

v

Petrograd, Feb, 22. — If the Ger-

mans -refuse peace to Russia, “a

‘to the death or victory fér

us is inevitable,” says an. officiui

statement today: “The people’s terror-

ism must be opposed to dt.he advanc-
ing ememy,” it is declared. -

n"m. statement says that detach-

ments 1000 to 1500 strong, lightly

armed and able to entrench quickly
and attack determinedly, will be able
to stop the German advance, 'What is

‘characterized as -“real revolutionary

. mobilization” is ordered, 3
Ensign Krylenko, the Bolshevik com-
mander-in-chief, who issued the state-
‘ment, sdys that if the people succeed
in throwing against the enemy concen-
tratéd masses of revolutionary citizens

who not only In accordance with mili-
tary strategy but also secretly, -rrom
évery corner, evérywhere—in smun aes
tachments and large battalions—will
struggle for every town, viilage, street
and house, then there are not. forces
_which the Germans can successfully
pppose them with. ; i
. Work on Foritfications.

. The statement says that.all able
bodied men must be ordered to work
‘on fortifications and in the construc-
’ of obstacles along all the routes of
the German advance. Any bourgeois.e
‘who sts must be tried and forcibly
compelled to work. Registration 1acil-
ities g)r the revolutionary army have
been opened at all local councils, and
with the staffs of the red army.
1t ig added that arms will be de-
fivered i localities. - Revolutionary
#iscipline must be brought to the high-
est degree of sfficiemcy by the handing

. over to the molx:;l:nomr atl
who do not obey der.
“All" to cm". All t:h th.mdt:m ot
volution!” says the s
e mob. lnuuo:.;or the «dig-
ot is ordered. The dig-
gers will be under the orders of the
councils and every deucymoum will
be commanded by respons’ble com-
missaries with uniimited powers.
Messongers Turned Back. .
_ . /An official statement, lssued today
eays: . ‘The Russian parliamentary
messengers  started in a motor: car
from Rieshitsa -for Dvinsk, but near
the station at Antonopol were met by
a German automobile armed with ma-
chine guns. The Russian motor car
was allowed to pass, but the parlia-
mentary representative and the ocom-
missioner of the fifth army were de-
tained and brought back to Rieshitsa
in the German automobile.” :

Rieshitga ' is about one hundred
miles southeast of Riga and about

“ ffty miles from Dvinsk. Antonopol is
a vidage about twenty miles from
Rieshif#éa. It is presumed that the
‘parliamentary messengers were carry-
ing the formal acceptance of the Ger-
man peace terms to General Hoffman,
who\is somewhere along the Russian
front, _

FIFTH ARMY BARS ROﬁAD.

* London, Feb, 22.—A despatch to the
Exchange Telegraph from Petrograd,
dated Thursday, says: - {
2 “The retirement of the northern
army is complicated by the fact that
the fifth army is barring the road,
encumbering it in disoraerly 1®reat.
To save the situation the Bolshevik
government is sending red guard de-
tachments from units which are not
entirely disorganizeds -

“Pending tne German . reply to
Trotzky's peace offer, the commander
* of the western front has ordered the
retiring armies to avoid fighting with
the enemy-and to destroy their am-
munition,” s

No Events of Importance
Mark Operations in France
Parls, Feb. 22.—The official state-
m?m from\ the war office tonigit says.
. ‘There Were no events of importance
aiong our front today.
“Kastern theatre, ¥eb 21: Thers was
feeble artillery firing on  the various

S€ctory today, but no artillery actions
of importance.”

ALLIED AVIATORS
~ RAID INNSBRUCK

Five Airmen Swoop Down,
Copiously Bombing Im-
portant Targets.

’

. Buches, Switzerland, Feb.' 22.—Five
sn;ente allled alrmen flying over the
1“13." Alps  Wednesday afternoon
AOuntil that the town of Innsbrick,

Ustrian Tyrol, was not protected by
antl-aircraft gune. The airmen there-
Upon swooped down to within 800
yards of the ground, plcked out tar-
E!Gll and coplously bombed them, in-
uding the rallway station, barracks
and two new munitions factories.
ldlers and civilians were surprised,
204, being unaccustomed to an air at-

K, rushed into the streets, and
many were killed. The German con-
sulate was hit, and trains loaded with
Soldlers on their way to the Trentino
front were attacked by machine guns
f!'Umr‘a low altitude.

The dig-,
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DESTROY FIFTY-EIGHT;
. LOSE EIGHT AIRCRAFT

British Aviators Pile \Up Record in
Italy — Patrol Raids Across -
5 A PR Piave.

London, Feb. 22.—A British officlal
communication dealing with the ope-
rations of the British forces in lLialy
was issued here this evening. It says:

'“In-ltaly during the past week suc-
cessful ralds have been made across
‘the Piave and - prisoners captured.
There is successful counter-battery
| work daily,

“Ouwr airplanes have made several
successful bombing ralds and destroy-
ed an enemy dirigibie shed. The ¢n-
emy continues to bomb back areas
and towns when the weather at night
permits. Two of his' machines were
destroyed recently in returning. . .

“Since .the British arrived here our
flying corps have destroyed 58 liostile
machines, principally German, while
we.have lost eight. Many other hos-
tile machines have been downed' out

of contvol.” :

LOUGHEED TO §
NEW DEPARTMENT

Govemmefxt Establishes Sol- |
diers’ Civil Re-establish-
| ment Bureau.

Ottawa, Feb. 22, — Official an-
nouncement was ‘made tomight Ty
Sir R, L. Borden of the creation of
a new department of soldlers’ civil
re-establishment,  of which “Sir Jas.
Lougheed is to be the heéad, and F.
B. McCurdy, ‘the parliamentary’ sec-
retary. The appointments Were fin<]|
ally dealt with by the cabinet coun-
cil today. Mr. McCurdy, who has
been secretary of the, parliamentary
committee of militia and defence, has
resigned that position in order to un-
dertake these duties. It is not in-
tended to make any "appointment to
the parliamentary secretaryship of
the "'militia department.

. Under the new arrangement the de-
partment, of militia and defense will
be responsible for hospital treatment
up to the time when the soldier is
discharged. During that period he
may receive vocational training and
ingtructions under suitable arrange-
ments to be provided for the purpose
and to be agreed upon between the
ministry. of militla and defense and
the. minister of soldiers’ ciyvil re-es-
tablishment. )

7 ‘The military -hospitals commimsion
will ‘hereafter be known as the in-
valided soldiers’ commission. Mr,
McCurdy will be its chairman., Its
duties have been extended to the oro-
'vision of wocational training, inwtruc-
tion, ‘employment and rehabilitation of
all soldiers rétufned ‘from the front.
The invalided soldiers’ commission
 will also provide hospital treatment.
and-cage for .all returned .seldiers
from the date of their discharge.

AlY howpitals, sanatoria. _end ocon-
valescent homes designed for soldiers
réquiring continuous treatment for a
considerable period have been ag+
signed to the invalided soldlers’ com-
mjssion. . ) . : :

It is intended that the new depart-
ment and the Invalided soldiers’
commission will- work in close co-
operation ‘'with the provincial govern-
ments and with the various gcommis-
slons which have heen established in
each province for the governing, aid,
and of providing employment' for re-
turned so.diers. z

RE-ROUTING OF CARS
ON COLLEGE AND QUEEN

Queen Cars to —R_;;_Thru to Green-
wood, and Parliament Cars
Are Discontinued.

West Enders have for & long time
been wishing for a thru car service
along Queen street, instead of having
to transfer to a Parliament at York,
At last the Street Railway Company
have seen fit to do this, and on' March
4 the new car service will come into
effect. The Queen cars, instead of
turning at York street, will go straight’
jthru across Yonge street and along
Queen to Parliament, north on Par-
llament to Gerrard’ and east on Ger-
rard to Greenwood, returning along-the
same route. The line will be called
“Queen”, and the Parliament cars go
out of service.

On: the same date the College cars
change the route to go south on Bay
to Front, west to York, north to Rich-
mond, east to Bay and north  to
Queen, «thence over the regular route.

Half Millign Dollars Profit
Made by B. C. Packers Co.

Montreal, Que., Feb, 22.—The .Bri-
tish Columbia Packers' Association,
oWned by the British Columbia tisnh-
ing and Packing Company, Limited,
reports profits of $548,231 for 1917, an
increase of $290,423, or about 113 per
cent. over the return for the previous
year, After allowing $95,151 for de-
preciation, the baance of $453,080 re-
maining represented earnings at the
rate of 21 per cent. on the company’'s
total capital stock, common and pre-
ferred, both of which are -on an
eight per cent. dividend basis. The
total surplus, $1,347,945, is $366.668
higher than at the end of 1916, and |
is equivalent to more than 60 peri
cent of the par value of the capital’
stock outstanding. The balance sheet |
shows current assets 6f 31.036.792i
ogainst current liabilities of 8109,6054
leaving a working capital surpits’ of |
$927,187, against $678,720 a year ago.

BRANTFORD BOARD OF TRADE.

Purchase qf Toll Roads
County is Favored.
Brantford, Feb. 22.—At the annuail
meeting of Brantford Boardhof Trade
here‘ tonight C. G. Ellis .was elected
president and Geo. Hately secretary.
The purchase of toll roads in Jrant |
Count',v was Phd(ll‘.?(’l? and the city
council ‘will be urged .10 contribute
one-third.of the purchase price. The
retiring president, L. M. Waterous,
advocated vigorous action for Port
Dover harbor improvement, and also
suggested a central distributing depot
for civic milk supply, with renewsed

in Brant|

efforts for meeting the need for groate
production, s A

{ Montello.
| enemy scouting parties enlivened the

e

OF TUBK MM

Captufe of Jericho Repre-
" sents Big Stride in Gen.
Allenby’s Advance. 7

VALUABLE FOR ROADS

Stroke  Probably Has éom-
pletely Separated Forces
of Enemy.

London, .Feb.. 22.—With the capturs
of Jericho, General AYenby has made
anofher stride forward in his task of
cbee.rfhg Palestine of the Turks, . The
place itself was, before the war, only
a, smafjl collection of hovels, but
tracks and roads which pass over a
great concrete bridge which.the Ger-
mans had built across the . Jordan
since the wWar began, and ‘convenient
fords make it, an important gnilitary
base, ' the capture of which gives the
British another road leading north-
ward to the Turkish base at Nablus.

In 'addition, the city“ controis the
road to the coast and  the difeet
mountain highway from ' Jerusalem.
The Turks. are also deprived of an
iportant road running behind their
front which enakled them +to send
troops to threatened sectors, and it is
even possible that the Turkish forces
have been completely. ge ted.

paray
The temt of the British communication
on the Palestine operations follows:
‘'Yesterday morning, after .an un.
eventful night, our forces operating east
of Jorusalem resumed their advance
toward Jericho. Littie opposition was
encountered, and at 820 a.m, Aus-
trallan mounted troops entered the vil.
lage, subsequentiy establishing them-
seves on the line of the Jordan and the
Wadl Auja.
“The weather continues bad, with
the fighting Wed-

mist and heavy rain,
“Qur casualties In
nesday’ . again were slight, Forty-six
Turkish prisoners were taken between
Tuesday and Thursday.
“North and ‘northwest of Jerusajem
our advanced -positions were slightly
extended and  secured.’”’

SIXTY LETTERS DAILY

TELL OF DEFAULTERS %

¥ »

W. R, Smyth
by Mail and Telep

! Investigation.

ne for

A “gratifying response” by the pub-
Iie. to the invitation extended by the
Military Service Act authorities. to
send in names and particulars of
draft defaulters Wwas reported by W.
R. Smyth, K.C., last night. He is the
government’s public representative un-
der the Military Service Act for To-
ronto district. Between 50 and 60
letters a day are being received by W.
R. Smyth's office, in the old boigi of
trade building, containing information
about alleged defaulters. He states
that a substantial' proportion of . the
letters contain information of value to
his department and that the matter
brought. up in all the letters is being
investigated. . PThe request that  the
letters contain the names and ad-
dresses of those sending them ‘in is
being complied with, Some people are
using the telephone to send in in-
formation.

Cunard Liner Tows Steamer
Twelve Hunslred Miles to Port

Halifax, N. S., Feb, 22.—~A Cunard
liner towed the crippled American
steamer Clara 3937 tons, 1200 miles
under such unfavorable conditipns as
to establish a record in towing. .The
Clara’s rudder was lost and her ma-
chinery disabled. Capt. Fear of the
Cunarder and his crew probably saved
the Clara from a U-boat, as when her
distress signals were picked up ' in
mid-Atlantic she had been drifting for
days back towards the danger zone
thru which she had passed in safety.

BRITISH IN ACTION
ON BANK OF PIAVE

Patrol Encounters Important
Group of Enemy—Allied
 Air Activity.

Rome, ¥eb, 22,—The following offi-
cial communication was issued by the

war office today:

“There have been artillery duels of
small  intensity from St. Elvio to the
Astico. The firing was more intense
on some other parts of the front. Our
batteries made a concentration of fire
npon enemy troops in the environs of
Foza and on the northwestern slopes
of Monte Grappa, and also energetic-
ally countered the enemy artillery in
the Val Frenzela and Val Brenta*™Sec-
tor.

“The enemy shelled with  greater
frequency the southeastern slopes of
At Grave di Popodopulo

operations.

“An English patrol has had an en-
counter with an important group of
the enemy on the right bank of the
Piave. Our patrols advanced to the

{slet of Folina and brought back two |

enemy machine guns.

“During the morning English aerial
squadrons bombarded the enemy avi-
ation grounds nofth and south of the
Oderzo Porto Gruaro railway line.

“During the day three enemy -air-
planes were brought, down i the
course of aerial engagements, in¢lud-
ing one by Britizh airmen.”

»
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Progress Towards Canadian
7ntemational Show.

LOCATION:NOT STATED

Committee Elected Re;/:rc-
sentative of Agricultural
Interests, |

At a meeting of livestock men held
last night in the Prince George Hotel
an_organization’ was formed w”ose
duty it will be to definitely take ac-
tion towards the formation of an in-
ternational livestock exhib tion dn
some Canadian city, presumably in
Ontario, The meéeling Was composed
of properly ateredited délegates from
the varipus: breeders’ organizations.

Practical © unanimity ” character-
ized the discussions a .d the results of
the mesting will p prove of
first-class. importance to “the future
agricultural-interests of the Dominion,
The officers .of the organization and
the . basis of representation are: W,
A. Dryden, chairman; W, "W, Ballan-
tyne, vice-chairman; 'Prof. Gev. E.
Day, secretary; Jghn Gérdhouse, as-
sistant. secretary. '

Committee ,of ich the  chairmin
and vice-chairman fare ex-oificlo mem-

Smith,

ale; light
-9

tures—Geo. A. Putnam, G, G- Publow,
Frank Hearn&; sheéep—J Douslas,
J. M. Gardhouse, Lt.-Col. MecEwen;
swine—J, D. Brien, J. E. Brethour,
H. A. Dolsan; poultry~—G, -G. Hender-
son, W. W. Simpson, John Saunders;
seeds—H. A, McKenney, W. J. Squir-
rel, W. :. Lennox. ;
Besides the above there weré pres-
ent W. J. Black, federal commissioner
of agriculture; Wm. Hobson, J. Dun-
can, L. J. C. Bull, R. 8. Stevenson,
John J. Flatt, Wm. Jones, P. McEwen,
M. W. Miller, J. B. Hay, Geo. L. Tel-
fer, Jonathan Gould, W. X. Hill,
Harry 8mith, G. S, McCall, R. Gra-
ham, Jas. Torrence, J. W. Wheatoti,
Amos- Agar, H. D. Smith, Hon. W. C.
Sutherland Col.:D. McRae, A. L. Proc-
tor, W. A.. MceCullough, C. Woods.

BESTMENTOAD
LABOR DEPARTMENT

United States Secires Ex-
: perts to Handle Diffi-
cult Problem.

‘Washington, Fel. 22.—Experts on
labor questions from {all sections of
the country, businessmen, labor lead-
ers and .economists, have beén drawn
upon by the department of labor to
head the new dlvision created by the
reorganization of the department for
effective war service.

Conferences between the joint board
of representatives of capital and labor,
iwhich was appointed several days
| ago, will begin Monday at the de-
I partment in an effort to outline a
! basis to govern relations between em-
ployers and workers during the war.
The conferences and the administra-
tion of their decisions by the re-
organized department will be in effect

the first attempt to carry out a na-
tional and definite labor policy in this
country. :

The . department plans a country-
wide system of adjustment boards, to
safeguard the nation from industrial
disputes. A zone system is proposed,
under which the country would be di-
vided into 13 districts, in each of
which “would be constituted an arbi-
tration board, aceeptable to employers
and workers allke. Subordinate to the
board would be adjustment represen-
tatives in each locality. In .addition,
federal mediators would be ‘went out
from Waehington If necessary . to
compose any differences.

With the new labor administration
in operation, the labor advisory board,
headed by John Lind., and in which
Dr. L.-C. Marshall has been the most
active figure, probably will pass out
of existence. 7

NEW HATS FOR MEN.

The new spring styles in hats for
men have arrived at Dineen’s—the
choice of the best from the English
hatters. Come {n and make your
choice eanly. The stock Is selectly as-
sorted. Dineen’s, 140 Yoage street.

L"mﬂ' ]
s

Meeting of\‘Delegate‘s Makes |

MILDER WEATHER
IN NEXT FEW DAYS

Whale of the <West Is - Enjoyin
Chinooks ‘and High Tomporatju:o. .
The observatory officials look for

some really mild weather during the

mext .-two or three days, The frost
king has played such remarkable
pranks these last three months that
anything and everything may be pro-
phesied to little pnrpose. However,

i the e.ntlreA west from Parry Sound to

Lagzan,. B.C., .Is now basking In

sprirglike mildness. Dawson City yes-

| terday: felt qu.te warm at 20 above,
as against 50 below valy four days
ago; and Medioine Hat, which shiv-
ered in a temperature of 44 Pelow
on Monday, basked in a sunshine of

{
{

! ;i;or-o‘meraglttered’ a maxitaum of only

FOOD SHIPMENTS
HURRIED ONINU.S.

Twenty-Two Million Bushels

of Grain Received in

West in Week.

* Washington, Feb, 22. — Referring to
thé general £déd moving situatior ‘A
rajlroagd administration statement
says: o S5t o ;
There . hag.amow been about two
weeka' ol moderately.. good . weather
during Wwhich time..an extraordinary
effort has been 5ui torth by the ‘fafl-
roads. For the week ending Februury
16, 22,104,000 "bushels of grain were
received at western ‘primary: markets
which weve the largest receipts for
one week in two years, an . inerease of
pér cent. over the previous weex
and 51% per cent-over the ghme week
.ast year, ! -
The average number of cars. of
grain being loaded is 5000; which is
approximately?$,680,000 bushels: daily.

the.weather conditions are still severe
in alarge part of the coundry, and it
wili certainly increase A" proportion
as the weather moderatss .

Reports showed that in the nine days
betweén Feb. 11 and Feb. 20, 28,365,-
000 bushels of grain were received al
the principal elevator and nililing cen-
tres of the west. Tuls movemant. in-
cinded 17,361,000 bushels of corn, much
of which was the soft cors whieh is
so prevalent thig year; 9,5£9,000 bush-
els of oats and 2,446,000 bushels of
wheat. :

in the eight days betwcen Feb. 11
and Feb. 19, 88,750 cars were Ioaded

the western district or west of i1ae
Missiesippl, 9819 were in the eastern
distriet and 2882 in the ssuth.

Korty-two' speeial fool trains cun-
taining 1868 cars were sent eastward
from Chicago and East St. Louis to
New York; Philadélphia and Boston for
trans-shipment to ‘the a'lies, between
Teb. 12 and 19.. This thru movement
of food trains is still coatinuing and
gix trains of meats are going daily to
eastern ports fo- export.

Between Feb. 10 and ¥eh 21, 12
days, 9363 cars, or about 260 trains of
livestock, dressed beef aad perisinapie
products have béen shipped eastward
from’' Chicago

The movement of special food trains
under fast schedulés can be made to
any section of the country .threatenel
suddenly -with a food shortage. aqcord»
ing' to railroad director¥te officlals.
and this plan will be resorted to if the
shorrage which Mr, Hoovae forecasts
cactually develops.

QUEBEC SOLDIERS
VOTEFOR LAURIER

Western Troops Go Almost
Solid for Government

—No Changes.

By Staff Reporter.

Ottawa, Feb. 22.—The progress made
in fhe counting of the soldiers’ bal-
lots today shows that Quebec is the
| only ppovince in which the fighting
! men gave majorities for the opposi-
1tiom candidatgs. In Quebec East Sir
Wwilfrid Laurier received 73 soldiers’
votes as against 42 for Drouin, his
Unionist opponent. In Quebec West,
Parent, the opposition candidate, got
120, and Chasse, the’government can-
didate, 31. In St. Denis Verville the
Labor-Laurierite got 76 and Hevis
the government supporter, only 2. In
Matane the 5 votes polled all went to
Pelletier and none to Boulay, the gov-
ernment candidate. In Cartier, Jacobs.
the Laurier candidate, was given 4%,
while his two sopponents got gnly two
each, In Dorchester, however. Hon,
Albert Sevigny got five and Lucien
Cannon two.

Today's count did not affect
Nova Scotia situation materially,
New Brunswick either.

The western soldiers voted a¥most
solidly for the government. In Mar-
quette Hon. T. A. Crerar got 618 to
7 for Hamfiiton. In Skeena, which was
the only seat in British Columbia to
return an opposition candidate, Peck,
the Unionist, got 95, and Stork 15.

&
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LONDON REJDICES
1T JERGADS FAL
15 VALUILE GHR

Gen. Allenby Now Controls
Rich Jordan Valley, Best |

in Palestine.
TURKS OUTFLANKED

g'I\/lovc‘e;n‘zer_ﬁ of High Strategic
Importance—Enemy Pres-
tige Shaken.

- London, Feb. n?-"—'rhe evening news-
papers today express the deepest sat-
isfaction at the news of the ¢opture
of Jericho by the British troops under
General Allenby, The Hvening News
says, agaln it may be said that after
many, years, “they "took the city.” It
adds that Jericho has fallen ‘before Gen.
Allenby’s victorious army as it fell
long ‘ago to the sound of Joshua's

tention to the fact that as a result of
the victory the power’ of the allies is
established in the most.fertile region
of the Holy Land. :

The Pall Mall Gazette says:

“Jericho has heen captured, and
British cavalry stands on.the banks
of the Jordan. The splendid news fis
‘a sequel to Allenby’s swift and ener-
getic  offensive : against ‘the ' Tu ks
‘which began Tuesday,  British stra-
tegy ,had for its object a sudden blow
to outflank the city. How well it has

. The fighting has Deen hard and over
difficult country, and the Turks have
offered -stubborn resistance,” ‘

“High Militacy Value. y
"~ "The Globe maye: | At ¥ ST

“Jezicho- has . high military value.
Several roads or tracks. pass thru it,
and it s within fivé miles of  the
bridge a®nd ford acress the lbg:n.
During the wat the Turks under Ger-
man guidance replaced the old bridge
by a great concrete structure. Over
this and thru Jericho ran one of thelr
i chief lines of communication between
Jerusalém and . trans-Jordania. and
Damascus. Some two miles before
Jericho there ‘is ‘a road which runs
| north and south up the Jordan Valley.
I This gives CGen. Allenby. a third line
rof advance ,to the Turkish base at
Sheeham or Nablus, in addition to the
coastal road and a direct mountain
road from Jerusalem to Nablus,”

To Envelop Turks.

The Evening Standard says:

“The advance of the forces under
Gen.’ Allenby, apart from the roman-
tic character of the operation and its
moral effect on the Turks, is of the
highest importance from a strategic
point of view.,” - It adds thaf the
movement will lead to the cutting of
the Hedjas railroad communication
line of the eneémy and assist toward
enveloping the Turkish forces operat-
ing from the southeast. S

The Westminster Gazette says the
capture 'of Jericho adds another con-
siderable success to the maintenance
of the list of victories standing to
the credit of Allenby's -troops., The
prestige of the Turksd, the newspaper
4dds, has teen subjected to a series
of severe shocks, but uniess they are
far ‘more disorganized than the’ Bri-
tish have reason to hope, neither
they nor/ their German ailles are
likely to fail" in opposing formidable
reinforcements to the advance.

“The capture” of Jericho is there-
fore of the greatest military import-
ance, since it insures the British a
commanding  position at the head of
the comparatively,ieyel ground paral-
lel to the Jordan Valley,” wsays The
Westminster Gazette.

All the writers praise the fertility
of the pain of Jordan, They say for
the return of prosperity nothing is
wanted but the hand of .man to tin
the ground. The district is the most
p.easant in Palestine, and is the pri-
r(ate property of the sultan of Tur.

ey:

Italian Coal Shortage Acute;.
Help Needed From America

Rome, - Feb. ~ 22.—During interroga-
tons in the chamber of deputies on
Thursduy regarding  the question of
coal, lack of which is ecrippling italy’s
transgortation facilities, it was shown
that no Amecrican coal §s expected to
be Impotted in view of the arrange-
n-ent by the Bri*ish Gevernment:; that
only ane-third of the necessary coal is
arriving in this country, and that
locomotives are being ruined by burn-
ing clinker coal and lignite,

{Inless America acts to relieve the
sitvation it will eventually be impos-
sible to distributa focd supplies thruout
Italy or properly work mgines. War
industries “ace a shortage of coal

TROTZKY OFF FOR DVINSK.

London, Febh. 22, — A despatch to
The Express from Petregrad dated
Thursday says that Bolshevik For-
eign Minister Trotzky starteq yester-
day for Dvinsk “to take measures
to liqu.date the new hostilities.”

It is stated in military circles that
the commander-in-chief of the Ger-
man invaders is the Grand Duke of
Hesse, brother of the former Russian
empress, says the newspeper. -

trumpets. The newspaper calls at- |’

succeeded is shown by today’s ‘news. | the
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NEW HINDENBURG LINE

?Twenty-F ive Mile Regreat is
Forecasted by Activity
Behind the Trenches.

Special Cable to Toronto World, - J

London, Feb. 22.—Petain’s  11-mile
attack Wednesday <near the Seills
River, In Lorraine, has added interest
today from the news that ithe Gers

ans on that part ‘'of the front have
prepared a new Hindernburg line far in
the rear and apparently are ready to
fall back upon the fortress of Metx
from the St. Mihiel sallent this spring
as they did from the Noyon sallent
further west a. year ago. The part of
thé line they would give up 'if thlll

sector near Xivray and & Seicheprey
held by American troops.. The ex-
treme depth of the retreat’' on the
centre of thé line involved would be
'25 ‘miles,
- New German Line. 2
The new liné selected runs from
tEtain due east of Verdun to near the
Rhine-Marne Canal, where American
troops first .went ' int6  action, ‘and
wouid be about 60 miles long, replac-:
ing a tortuous front about 20 miles
longer.*The new. line majes the great.
foriress .of Metz the pivot and gives,
up all the plain of the \Woevre, ;
A correspondent in the fleld for Le
Temps of Paris has just visited ' thiy
section of the front.  f'rom Venrdun to
Parroy the French hold - all the high-
ground and look, across. tie piaifis to
| the ‘east. - Thd Gérman lines
| places on ‘the siopes of /the
in others in the valleys at
of steep declivities. The co

¢

the . foot
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have finished, or nearly finished, here
b o
Nlﬂ’ﬂcwto“‘lﬁbﬁ ‘lﬂaﬁ;h our ' IM
trenchep are opposed by ‘their 'tren.'
ches equally. muddy; but behl:g'th'dr,
trenches they have bullt th 6w
Hindenburg ' line, which éuts  off a(M.-’
tirely the St Mihiel sallent: The e
trenched camp of Metx s the pivet
of the new lne. Soputh of that. point
it pasies thru the fortified heights of
Delme jand joins the present lines
south of Chateau Salins. i
Concentrating Men. s

are concentrating’ large bodies ..of
while . there are still other - congentrs-

trations are .not megligible, for the
enemy seems to. have abandoned de-
finitely the practice of concentration
on the spot for an offensive, pre-
ferring to keep his masses further in
the rear where they can be roished.

present case the Gérman concentra~
tions form a menace.for either Ver-
dun or Lorraine, ‘' They can better be
sent -behind Metz by Thionville to at-
tack Verdun or they can be used di-
rectly against our Lorraine front over
their many lines of strategic rail~
wavs ." - ¢
For the second day Paris today of-
ficlally reported. heavy artillery fight-
ing along the whole French it
while the British front i{s compara-
tively quiet. The great guns. are
thundering incessantly from the point
between the Aisne and the Oise where
Petain’'s left lies to the Swiss border.
Military observers here agree that th/s
bombardment .{s portentous. Most
forecasts of the advertised German
offensive have predicted it would
strike somewhere on the French front,
The points where the fira reached its
greatest ‘intensity, Paris reported,
were the Butte Du Mesnil, in the
Champagne, where American artillery
is located; the forest of Pinon, Chev-
reux and the Californie Plateau on
the Aisne front, where some Ameri-
mixed with the
.French | for training purposes, and
Hartmann's Weilerkopf, in Alsace,

MANY DEFAULTERS
** AMONG DRAFTEES

Government Arrests Twenty-
. Six Hundred—Four Thou-
sand Apprehensions.

Ottawa, Feb. 22.—Men drafted under
the Military Service Act.up to noon
yesterday totaled 22,999, The num-
ber who should have reported was 27,-
300. Men who failed to report. and
have not yet been apprehended or in-
vestigated numbered 4301, Includet in
the numbher of men drafted are. 1232
imperial recruits. i
Of apprehensions urder theact there
were 2610 up t onoon yesterday. The
Montreal military district .
gt with. 607 a L
Kingston district came second with 424
and the Regina. St ¢hird  with
404, The Quibsc military district re-
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He. says? “In fact, the Germifis

/' “Bebind this new line the Germans
troops between Metz and Sarrehourg;
tions along the Rhine., These ‘concen~

from one point to another. In the

“-
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rrespond-
frop the high ground to .
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