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PREFACE

For years past the writer of this little book has
been of the opinion that the Federal Convention of
the States which formed the Constitution of the
Lnited States was in fact as well as in form an
international conference. For this reason he is
firmly convinced that the proceedings of the Con-
vention are therefore of interest in this day of inter-
national conferences, as showing the steps by
which the thirteen States of the western world
claiming to be sovereign, free and independent'
were able to form the one large, successful and
enduring union of States to be found in the annals
of history.

Whether the Society of Nations will care to
form a more perfect union of its members is for
them alone to decide, but if they should care to
strengthen the bonds that unite them and con-
sciously to form an international organization, in
which the States shall recognize their interdepen-
dence as well as their independence, Mr. Madison's
iNotes of the proceedings of the Federal Conven-
tion of 1787, in which that happy result was
achieved, should be mastered and the experience
of the Umted States under the more perfect union
De taken into consideration.

In this connection it may be added that an edi-
tion of Mr. Madison's Notes, prepared by Mr.


