
82 THE VATICAN DEFINITION,

of absolute predestination, as instanced in the teaching of other
great saints beside him, such as St. Fulgentius, St. Prosper, St.
Gregory, St. Ihomas, and St. Buonaventure. Yet in the last
centuries a great explanation and modification of this doctrine has
been effected by the efforts of the Jesuit School, which have issuedm the reception of a distinction between predestination to grace
and predestination to glory ; and a consequent admission of the
principle that though our own works do not avail for bringing us
into a state of salvation on earth, they do avail, when in that state
of salvation or grace, for our attainment of eternal glory in heavenIwo saints of late centuries, St. Francis de Sales and St. Alfonso'
seem to have professed this less rigid opinion, which is now the
more common doctrine of the day.
Another instance is supplied by the Papal decisions concerning

Usury. Pope Clement V., in the Council of Vienne, declares, " Ifany one shall have tallen into the error of pertinaciously presuming
to affirm that usury is no sin, we determine that he is to be punished
as a heretic. However, in the year 1831 the Sacred Pcenitentiaria
answered an mquiry on the subject, to the effect that the Holy See
suspended its decision on the point, and that a confessor who allowed
of usury was not to be disturbed, *' non esse inquietandum." Here
again a double aspect seems to have been realized of the idea in-
tenaed by the word usury.
To show how natural this process of partial and gradually deve-loped teaching is, we may reier to the apparent contradiction ofBellarmme who says "the Pope, whether he can err or not, is tobe obeyed by all the faithful," {Rom. Pont. iv. 2), yet, as I havequoted him above, p. 52-53, sets down (li. 29) cases in which he isnot to be obeyed. An illustration may be given in politicalliistory

in the discussions which took place years ago as to the force of theSovereign s Coronation Oath to uphold the Established ChurchThe words were large and general, and seemed to preclude any acton his part to the prejudice of the Establishment , but lawyers suc-ceeded at length in making a distinction between the legislative and
executive action of the Crown, which is now generally accepted

Ihese instances out of many similar are sufficient to show what
caution IS to be observed, on the part of private and unauthorized
persons, in imposing upon the consciences of othe :s any interpreta-
tion of oogmatic enunciations which is beyond the legitimate sense ofthe words, inconsistent w^th the principle that all general rules have
exceptions, and unrecognized by the Theological Schola.

12. From these various considerations it follows, that Papal andbynodal definitions, obligatory on our faith, are of rare occurrence •

and this IS confessea by all sober theologians. Father O'Reilly, iov
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--.. _ — ,^.^ ,„, uuui uciiying inar me vicar 01 Uhrist isargely assisted by God in the fulfilment of his sublime office, that

ZTT7^J'^^^ ightand strength to do well" the great work en-
^rusted to him and imposed on him, that he is continually guided


