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whicli was till. (Miliuinalioii otllu. s(niu-^h. ofpfirtioH, Ihoy had (ho

Hatistiictioii or mortincalioi, of seeing evorylhing which they had

striven againsten hehalfof iho Imperial (iovcrnnieni estal.lished

by that govei-nnicnl, and tlu'instdvcs thrown Tor years into u

position ofinCrriorily to the persons whom Ihev had regarde.l and

been laMghi to re.-ard as traitors. Tiie ev.'nts immediately

preceding the outbreak brought the politieal controversy into the

coui'ts, upou the (pu'stion of the right of the govenimeiit to

proclaim martial law and to put in that proclamation as an auHwer
to a])plieation for the discharge ofa ])risoner l.y hftl>ca.i corpus. Jt

would seem to-day. probably to most persons, an extraordinary

breach ot the liberty of the subject, even in a colony, if the

government should venture upon sucli a proceeding hefore any
overt acts of violence hud taken place; though we have no doubt

there would bo plenty of defenders, even of sucii a course, among
those who ahove all things admire the exhibition of force—if not

directed against themselves AVhile some of the judges, however,—
Messrs. Bedard, Panet and Vallieres—refused to acknowledge the

authority of martial law, in (he actual situation of the cour.try, and

M-ei-e sus])en(led by way of showing the independence of Britisji

judges, Mr. Justice (iale took the other view of the point raised,

and maintained, no doubt most conscientiously, the propriety of

the course adopted. In truth, it would be very unfair to judge of

the question then raised by the notions now jjrevalent, an<l

which have arisen from a new set of cii'cumstances. Responsible

(roveinment had not then been granted, and while the jiopular

party conte-ided that tlie establishment of Parliamentary Govei'ii-

ment carried with it all the incidents of that (lovernment as

worked in England, the lawyer found reason ibr doubting when


