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CHAP. V.

^i6^ charaSter oftheAmerican Portuguefe. T^be^

Jiate of the Negroes, Xhe government
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HE
ous

portrait

trave"

which the moft judlci-

rs give us of th< manners
jrica.and cuftoms of the Portuguefe in Ame

is very far from being favourable to that peo-

ple. They are reprefented as a people at

once funk in the moft effeminate luxury, and
pradtifing the moft defperate crimes. Of a

cJifTembling hypocritical temper ^ of little ho-
nefty in dealing, or Sincerity in converfation 5

lazy, proud, and cruel. They are poor and
penurious in their diet, not more through
neceflity than inclination. For, like the in-

habitants of moft Southern climates, they

are much more fond of fl^ow, ftate, and at-

tendance, than of the joys of free fociety

and the fatisfaftjpn 'of a good table, Yet
their feafts, feldQin'irflde, are fijmptuot^ to

extravagance. '
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The luxury, indolence, pride, and cruelty

of the mafters has,, amongft other caufes,

been very juftly attributed to their being

bred up amongft flaves, having every bufineis

entirely done by fuch ; and to their being

permitted to keep a prodigious number of
Negroes, not for their field work, nor for
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