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appeared to be a gentleman's park. A little way above ns, and to

our right, was a very fine country-seat to which the park was

attached, now occupied by the headquarters of our division.

From this house the hill sloped steeply down southward to the

valley below, which runs nearly east and west parallel to the

ridge, and carries the railway and the road from Guildford to

Reigate, and in which valley, immediately in front of the chateau,

and perhaps a mile and a half distant from it, was the little town

of Dorking, nestled in the trees, and rising up the foot of the

slopes on the other side of the valley which stretched away to

Leith Common, the scene of yesterday's march. Thus the main

part of the town of Dorking was on our right front, but the

suburbs stretched away eastward nearly to our proper front,

culminating in a small railway station, from which the grassy

slopes of the park rose up dott( ^ with shrubs and trees to where

we were standing. Bunnd this railway station was a cluster of

villas and one or two mills, of whose gardens we thus had a bird's

eye view, their little ornamental ponds glistening like looking-

glasses in the morning sun. Immediately on our left the park

sloped steeply down to the gap before mentioned, through which

ran the little stream, as well as the railway from Epsom to

Brighton, nearly due north and south, meeting the Guildford and

Beigate line at north angles. Close to the point of intersection

and the little station already mentioned, was the station of the

former line where we had stopped the day before. Beyond the

gap on the east (our left), and in continuation of our ridge, rose

the chalk-hill again. The shoulder of this ridge overlooking the

gap is called Box Hill, from the shrubbery of box-wood with

which it was covered. Its sides were very steep, and the top of

the ridge was covered with troops. The natural strength of our

position was manifested at a glance ; a high grassy ridge steep to

the south, with a stream in fruut, and but little cover up the sides.

It seemed made for a battle-field. The weak point was the gap

;

the ground at the junction of the railways and the roads imme-

diately at the entrance of the gap formed a little valley, dotted,

as I have said, with buildings and gardens. This, in one sense,

was the key of the position ; for although it would not be tenable
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