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ptrdyiiif^ the cniMrniiiticiil meaning of the Bacrament, and

without ciiiitradic-tii)^', ut tiio Hniue time, tho etymologicnl

meaning' of tlie won! whicii Kerves to (h't^i^Miiite it."

•' Tilt' W( stMU C'huich, then, has dcpaiUd from tlie imitation

of JfKUs Chiist. Siifc has lumUi to disappear all tho sublimity

of tho external Kij'ii In i flfct, tho vcrl) hajitiio—immerse
—ha8 only one acc( ptation. It literally and perpetually si{,'ni-

fieK to plunj,'e. l»ii[ilihni and immersion, therelore, are identical;

and to say bnpti.sm h\j aspnsKnt is as if ono should eay iinmer-

aiOH h\i aspemiiDi, or utter any other contradiction of the same

nature."—(Jonsid. sur la Doct. et I'Esp, de I'Efil. Orth. p. 87.

Lutlicrun Cliurch Testimony.

Mathiks, in a work that took the prize iu the Univer-

Bity of Berlin, says :

" In the Apostolical Clmrch, in order that a communion with

tho death of Christ mi^ht bo sij,Mjit)ed, the wlude body of the

person to be haptized was immersed in the water or rivor, and

then, in order that a connection with the resurrection of Christ

mij^ht bo indicated, the body af,'ain emerged, or was raised out

of the water. That tliis rite has been chaityed is, indeed, to be

tanwntid ; for it jiluced before the et/ts, mont aptly, the symbolical

nwaniiKj of litipfi.sin.^'—Bib. Hist. Do<,'mat. Expos. Bap. p. 116.

Augustus Neandek, in the first edition of his General

History, says

:

*' Baptism was originally administered by immersion : to this

form many comparisons of the Apostle Paul allude, the immer-

sion being a symbol of tho dying, the being biu'ied with Christ,

the emersion being a symbol of the resurrection with Christ, as

the two parts in the new birth, a death of the old man and a

resurrection to a new life." In the last edition of the same

work, he says :
" In respect to the form of baptism, it was, in

conformity with the original institution and the original import

of the symbol, performed by immersion, as a sign of the entire

immersion into the Holy Spirit, of being entirely penetrated by

the same. It was only with the sick, where the exigency re-


