
memory o( EnpIand'H (icntlo ana Vx-niKtiftrit

riilf over iih, vvliihi i'U*' tftiijrht us tlw Its-

sfnis ot <()n,sti(iiti()ii(i! frovorniiifiit. For all

tinn', too, wlicicvt r our ijrciit poiiiiliitioiiH

art (U'siiadcd from lier nolilc Ktcnk, wo
shall chcrisb tlio prido nf kindri'd, nliall

cliiim oiir sliiiic in tlio ^'lori<;a of lior litoia-

luic, licr iniirtiiil prowcMS, and hur comnicr-
tiai liiuni|)liH. IJiit Uu'ho rif,dits arc not to

UH an cxciiisive hciitafrO| and we but liold

Muni in conunon with the di Hccniiants, all

ovir tht: world, of" the f^reat boHtor-uiotlur

of nations ; and 1 am onquiring after the

spet iul advantages of the connection.

These hre not to he found in our com-
mercial intereoinse, for here we are left to

comjx'te ns^ainst the world. It is not that

hi'r aiiiindant i'a|>ital, attracted by our
hn'alty and alfccfion, flows in upon us

bi'caiise w<! arc r. dependency ; to tlevelop

our lesoiirces, and to awaken the hum of

industry along our shores ; for that cai)ital

seeks only a safe rettun of its investintiuts,

and is oftcner dtawn where it is better

rewarded, amonij stranpfors. It is not that

(he prestijre of tlu; connection gives us a

position among the jjeoitles of the earth; for

our powers are mercdy local anil mnni(ii)al,

and bear tlie taint of inferiority and dejien-

dence. Tlierc remains, therefore, but the

one advauii'ie, and wo end, as Mr. Cameron
began for u><,—the ailvantage of the con-

uection is iiairowed to the solitary matter
of defence ; and w<^ phall see, as wc procei^d,

that even tliis is of doubtful utility. Defence
presupposes attack, which we havi; only to

drtad from our rejjublican neighbours. But,

the diflicultics with them, are always of p,n

Imperial character. The Trent affair, the

Alabama claims, and tlio Irish Fenian
(luarrel with i'^nglanrl. were all as foreign to

us as the China Seas, and interested us only
in their consequences. It is not true that

the same may be Bind of liiverpool or

Dublin foraliundred reasons
;
butes])ccially,

because tlu;y are j)artofthe liritisli Isles,

and are represented in the British Parlia-

ment. We have no voice an'.l cannot in-

lluence the foreign policy of the empire.

There is only for us the duty of waiting till

war isdc^clan'd, .and the lu.tury of becoming
th(^ field of blood, the theatre of desolation,

{"bus England would defend us, but from
what, but the consequences of her own
quarrels? We have no occasion for dangerous
controversy with our neighbours on onr
own atx'ount. Our interests are bleudod
with theirs, and tend to mutual comity and
good will, and the dangers of conflict will

bo a thousaml fold removed when British

entanglements are avoided. This fact has
been again and again admitted by British

Statesman. (I During the debate in the Hotise

of ('ommons on tlio defences in 1865, Mr.
S. Fitzgerald declared, that if Canada wore
independent, there would he no cause of
(luarrel between her and the United States.

'Phat it could bo only through a desi o to

jstriko at Kngltiud, that Ameriift would

attack us. Canadians had not permitted
the Alabama to escapi' or precipitately

acknowledge<l bellig(;rent rights, and there

could be no cause of (piarrel, except
tliat she was uniterl to England

;

and his Delief was, that if Canada were in-

dependi'ut to-moriow, she would not run
the slightest danger of a contest. Mr. Card-
well adverted to that speech, as one, against

wbf)Se t^'ue thit (lOvernni'Uil could make no
compl.ii it, and the sentiment was rectiiveil

with tie aj)i)roving hear, hears, of the
House. In the same debate Mr. Bright,

whose views have not changed, and who is

a power in England at this moment, declai-

ed, that should any occasion to ibfend ns
arise, it would not result frot , anything
done by us, but would be a war growing
out of the relations between the (iibinets

of London and Washington. «t
I' It is true that intaseof war, we should
be no match for the jxjwer of oip- neigh-
bours. But our dependence! would be in

the right and in the comity of nations.

There is no reason to fear that they would
be aggressive. Mexico, (^iiba, the South
Aineri'^an Stab s have maintaiiKHl their au-
tonomy without mole"«ition. And besiiles,

as Mr. Cameron siiggestiMl the other day,
there would probal>lybe little dilticulty in ar-

ranging for a British and American protec-
rate.

J t is to be regretted of course, that a por-
tion of the American press, adopt a di.sagre-

able and sensational tone ujion this sulijiic't.

and it suits the views of certain JournalH
here to give these utterances an unnecessa-
ry prominence. They preach, of course,

the manifest destiny of annexation, and
they laugh at our Independence, as <inj)os-

sible of maintenance for six months after

its achievement. They say, it is impos-
sible for two peoples, of the same race ami
language to live alongside, without the ab-
sorption of the smaller by the greater. Thi.s

is mere vapid assertion. The exi>erimcnt f)f

course was never tried, because the
prescribed conditions were wanting.
But what did these peoples pn^ach,
about the Southern Confederacy ? Di<l they
not prate loudly of her power to sustain a
national existence? And thougli she failed

after prodigies of valour and skill; what
reasonable man doubts, that, could sheh^vo
achieved her independence, she might sub-
sequently have maintained it ? Yet, the
Uouili was far behind us iii her ai)pr(!ciation

of freedom, and the true elements of a na-
tion's greatnets. It is only poor Canada
which is to be sneered and Jeered, into
clinging to a system of tutelage and infe-

riority for ever.»*It was not the fashion to
disparage her resources and poh, poh, her
aspirations, when the Hon. George Brown,
in his Confederation speech spread out the
map and Invited the House, to an euthusias-
tic study of her magnificent geography. Ho
traced tlio island of Nowfouudlaud, and
found it o^ual in extent, to the kingdom of


