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WKSLEYAN MISSION AT llOSS-VILLE

HUDSON'S DAY TERRITORIES.
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Tlio Mi-siou Villngv of Ro.ssvillr, in the IIiiJ-

soil's J?iiy Ten iturios is Htiialcd ul'uiit tliia; luiliv.

from Norwiiy-llouse, one of tho j)riiici|)a! trading

eatiibliyliiiicnts of tho lludaon's liny Company,

at the iioilliern oinl of Lake Winipej;, Tlie

Station wiis commeiieed in S»'|jtoiiilior, 1H4U, hy

tlio hito Ki'V. ,lainc.-j Kvaiis. Having wieetod

a sito for tlio cifctiou of Miasion-prcmises and

dwoHinirdiouses for thi> native eonviTts, he found

the s[)iit thirldy covered with jxtphirs and uiuler-

wood ; but, witli the iiel|' of Peter Jacohs, tlie

Native Teaeher, aided by the Indians C(jnnected

with tlie post, he s(jon succeeded in clearing the

wilderni'ss ; and bel'ore the winter set in, ten com-

fortable house** liad been laised, to which a mis-

sion house was added \>y the Honourable Com-
pany, The Indian'; f<v whose benetit the Station

was espe(Mally designed, are a ])artof the S\vam])y

Cree tribe ; wme of whom find i)crmaiu'nt em-
ployment JL-* iishcrnicn, boatmen, and labourers,

m the service of tho Company, while others pro-

cure tticir subsistence by hunting tho fur-bearing

animals with which the country abounds, the

skins of which they sell ti> the Company's agents.

Four months jireviously to tho commencemont
of the Station, the Rev. R. T. Rundle had ai'iived

at the Norway-House on his way to the Sascat-

chewan district ; and while awaiting the arrival

of Mr. Kvans, to take charge of the Mission, ho

opened his commission, by preaching in English

to the Cuni])a!iy'soflicersand clerks, and address-

ed the Indians through tlie medium of an inter-

preter. On the first occasion of bis proclaiming

the Gospel to tho Indians, about one htindred 1
were present, who manifested gioat attention

whilst he unfolded to them the]ilan of redeeming

love. On that very day some of them applied

to him for baptism ; but wishing to instruct them
^

further in the things of God, he declined comply-

ing with their request for a season. Tho Indians
j

appeared to be a peojde jMepareil of the Lord.

Donald Ross, J]sf|., tlio Company's oflicor, the 1
gentleman after whom the village received its name, J
had taken great pains in endeavors to civilize

them ; and ho had been evidently rendered very

useful in preparing them to receive the word of
j

truth. Before Mr. Evans reached tho post, seve-

j

ral of the Indians wore under deep co;icern for I

the salvation of their immortal souls, and one, a

female, had been made a happy believer in Jesus,

The Indians now came from a distam-o to hear

the word ; and it was no uncommon sight to ;|

see groups of penitents, of every age, weeping

under the subduing influence of the Spirit's

power. Being united in Church fellowship, the'"

steadily advanced in Christian knowledge and

]iiety, and demonstrated to those around, that

the grace of (Jod can change the savage into aj

saint. Simultaneously with liislaboui's in the!

formation of the village, the eflbrts of Mr. Evans g
wore diiected to the adoption of measures for the

still further diffusion of Divine truth. Having |
invented syllabic characters, by which the reading |
of the Cree language might be greatly facilitated,

he succeeded, after encountering many ditticulties,

in cutting punches, casting type, and printing,


