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;iii iilliuiu'o witli tlic English uj^ainst Pliilii) of Spiiii, liiiinLloil rcrsiii, inid llioiin'h ho

\v:is al'lerwiirdij < mpclled Id retreat in liuitiiHatioii from Ilunyary ami Ti-ansylvania, for

;i tiino earrii'il liis victoriiiis armies ahnost to the very yutes of \'ienna. I'nder

Mnliammed III. the weakness of the Central Administration was heeoinin^- evident.

Tiihiitaries were rehellinfj, and enemies were eneroaehing on the concinered eountry at

;i (listanee from tiie seat of government. Tnder iiis siieecssors, though oceasioiially tlie

Tiiiks huve inereasod their eon(|Uests, it cannot in general terms he denied tliat the

]irHgi-ess of the I'mpire has been downward. Its old enemies have jiraetieally ceased

I'pjii) trou])ltng it, Ijut either directly fir indirectly the dominions of the Sultan have

Ijccn rapidly pared hy the Czar, until latterly whole jn'ovinces have been Io])ped off, and

-iiilijeet jirinces have secured their independence either wholly or partially. The Crimean

war jiartially recouped the eountry for the losses it had sustained in former campaigns with

till' llussians. It also brought Turkey fully into the comity of l']uroi)eau nations, but

it involved her in exix-nses which, under her corrupt mode of administraiion, she was

niiiiljle to bear. In the end an act of bankruptcy, coupled with incorrigible misgovernment,

iiiii'iiated from her the regard of her old allies, so that a petty rebellion which began in

Herzegovina ended by 1S77 in a gigantic war v/ith Russia, in conjunction with the rc-

viilted ^lonlenegrins, Servians, Bidgarians, and Roumanians, wliieh the Sultan had to fight

unaided by assistance outside the empire. The result of the war was that Servia, Monte-

negro, and Roumania received their independence, with some increase of territcry, that

<irccie was also promised an addition to her bounds, that Bulgaria was cstabli; mciI as a,

tributary principality, and Roumelia as a partially autonomous state, the Sultan's dominions

ill luu'ope being as limited as were those of the last Byzantine Em])eror just before

the Turks took Constiiutinople. Finally, in Asia the llussians received, in addition to

a large war indemnity, considerable additions to their huge empire at the cost of the

(k'fualed Turks, while the English had .'cded to them in trust the island of Cyprus,

niul the Protectorate of Asia Elinor, under certain conditions which were privately

iiitered into between the Queen and tlie Sultan jirior to the assembling of the Berlin

Congress, which settled the final terms of peace between the late combatants. Whether

tlic decadence will continue is a fpiestion info which it is no part of our province to

enter, and which, morei.»er, space will not admit of discussing; these few paragraphs on

ilie histttry of the empire whieh we have given being intendtnl solely to enable the reader

to understand, somewhat more clearly than would f.therwise be jiossible, the description of

it- component jjarts to which subscfpient pagi3 will be devoted.
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Divisions and Ciovkunaiext.

In spite of all its pruning, the Sultan rules a vast, empire which might in time

I' <'oiiie even more powerful than it wm in its best days when it was smaller. In

i.iirope he has an immense country of S0,0()0 square miles, though before the Treaty

'i Merlin the extent and population of the Sidtan's possessions were more than double

uliat they arc now. These—including in addition to the mainland, Crete, Thasos, Im-
I'liis, Leninos, Samothrace, and the tributary principality of Samos— contain a


