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How lias it Ix'i'ii (loiio ?

As soon as Mr. I)iiiicaii liad inadp suf-

ficient progress with tiic lanyiia<,''(', cij^'lit

nioMtlis af;t'i' liis an-ival, lie wr(itc out a

sci'iiiou in tlic Indian tonijut'. In tli(^

mcantinic a r('])ort liad been i'ircuiatcd

widely ainonjf liie triiu's tiiat li(> had
hroujrht tlicni a. letter op pajier wliieh

was from (rod. They liave no word for

'"Ijooli." They were anxious, therefore,

to linow what ho had to say to tlieni.

H(> went tiie first day to nine dill'erent

camps or tril)es, for tliey were all solios-

tile and .iealous of eacli otlier that lit^

couhl in(hice no two tribes to come to

tlio same meeting. Tlie Indians showed
preat interest—i)erhaps as much in. Mr.
Duncan's ch)thin<r, his ]>uttons and his

hair as in wliat he liad to say, and were
very attentive.

After he was able to talk to them,
Mr. Duncan very soon {i^ained the con-

iidence of some of the Indians. His
whole manner was calculated to win
their love. His face alon(>, as a visitor

to Jletlakahtla wrote not loiifc a<ro, is a

])assi)ort for i)iety, f^oodness and benev-

olence anywhere, and his honest blue

eyes, his kindly smile and cheery man-
ner, p) straijrht to the heart of the most
sava}>-e Indian. But his work was by
no means free from obstacles. One of

these arose from tli<^ seltishne.ss of the

Indians. They desired to Ik! paid for

atteiidin<^ his services, after tlu; novelty

of his ])reacliinif had a little worn oti'.

It took time, of course, to convince them
that they had nothiiiff of that kind to

exjicH't.

Altli<)U<rli very few went refrularly to

church, and .some would not ffo at all,

Mr. Duncan alwa.vs found them ready,

with f -w exceptions, to listen to him in

their i >vn homes. \\\ fact, lie was a

welcome {ruest, and when he enttM'ed

they '• ould jilace a box for him to sit

upon and a mat for his feet, stir up the

fire so as to jiiake a blaze, and some-
times they would lifjht a candle (which
was often a lish), and show him an.v-

tliiiig' he wished to look at. He was not

formal in his talks with them around
theif firesides. When he was in a house
the news would very soon s|)read abroad,

and in other houses in close |)roxiniity

there would 1)(> silence, so that the in-

mates of the other houses on e;icli side

could also hear throuifh the chinks in

tlu! wall. Ill this wa.v he was able? to

address from twent.v to forty jieople at

onc(^

Of course the medicine-men who pro-

fited by their heathenish customs did not

like to see their peoph^ Ix'come interested

in Mr. Duncan's tt!achin<r, and tlie.v

sometimes maiiaj»'ed to stir u]) trouble,

but lie never received bodily harm at

their hands. Forexamjile: He was ad-

dresy.iiijr a jyatherintf of Indians one dark
nifflit, while the cannibal ])arty outside

W(M'e yell iiijr and l)itin<?and teariii<j. The
l)eo|)le in the house were very much
alarmed, not so miu^h for their own safety

as for Mr. Duncan's, and th<'y offered

him a mat with which to cover himself.

The.v said that one of the cannibals would
b(> sure to come in and bite an.vbody he
could fj^et hold of, if not covered up. The
other inmates of the house took their

mats and covered themselves. Mr. Dun-
can did not can; to do that, and said he
would ffo out. They warned him not
to do so. But he took his walkinjjf .stick

and went out to po home. When ho
a])i)roached the ])arty ther(i was suflicieiit

lijjfht to see the fijrures movintr about.

The noise of his feet was heard because
he lla<lshoe^ while the Indians wore none.

Innnediately the word was |)assed among
them that the white man was there, and
they stopped tlii-ir noise and allowed him
to i)ass unmolested.

Mr. Duncan next oi)ened a school in

the house of a chief in June, 1858, with
twenty-six children and fifteen adults,

and in a few months lit* had in it one
hundri'd and f'ort.v children and fifty

adult ])ui)ils. B.v the time it was found
desirable to build a schoolhouse, enoutrh
of the Indians were interested to supjil.y

the material. Some of them brou^^ht

bark for the roof, others planks for the

floors, and a few even took bark from
the roofs of their own dwelliii<>-s and the

jiieces that formed jiarts of their beds.

A ])iece of steel was hung up to serve as

a bell.

The most serious ti-ouble that Mr. Dun-
can had at Fort Siniiison was in c<tniiec-

tion with this school. About six month.s
after it was opened, a principal chief of

tlu^ Tcliini])seaiis, Legiac, undertook to

close it U)). He sent a messajre to the
missionary directing him to stop his work.


