
I, as many aro doing, cliargo you
with favoring a line awuy to I ho north
of ail 8Utlloinont, willi a viow to ])un-

ishing rccalcilrunl Columbians.
1 am willing, and 1 do, give you

credit for an anxious dcsiio bo to

locale the lino that lis ^Uapacity as a
"commercial as well an a politicnl" road
would bo fully broui;i)t out.

Before procoediiii; to argiio on ilio

rclulivo mt"'ils of tliid or \\,o oilier

route, I will Himpiy endeavour to in-

form you of what I, in common with
many olhorH, Jmoio of tiie survej'H
made on the route in question, mid
after having given this 3-our Herious

Oltcntion, you will quiokly pcrceivo
wliellmr, in the inieiost of the Do.
minion of Canada, it woula ho well lo

continue miikinj^ a line wosiwtird
.from Fort Geort,'e, without nt the
same time ordering further surveys
10 bo ciiiiJucled on the canons of the
Fr.ixer Iliver,

The anxiety of the Caiiadiuii Gov-
orrtmenl to eon>plete the survey uf a
ciiuntry in whu'h lhi>y had ngiccd lo

CDinmenee railway conslriicii.iii ,n-

side of two yo'irs, was so' grout tlwit

11 Olio or two inslanees the work' of
prcliininary suruev was un ivniilaOlv

placed in the hands of cxlreii:«!ly in-

eiippeioni men, ami. ihe consiM^iii'nce

was that work of little or nn uiilily

was the rtHiilt. Such was tlu! case
with that porlioii of the w( rl< ahMm
which 1 propose to write, namely, Ihe
Canons of the Fraser.

You are awaie that a first class

wa.ixon road—a roail unequalleil, in-

deed, by aii.V on the (/inilinenl of

Amciica—was niaJe llirough the can
ona in 1804

It sirueU iho genlli'man who had
iiMnediaie charge of ifio survey in

thai locality, I hat a j,n'cul deal of hard
cliurhiiig and rou:'!) work iiiight I o
uvoujeo l>\' kt'cpiu:; ihe line of wagiii

roil I. and when I toll you ihat llu-ie

lire as many as ihrco dcHcciiiiiis in as

many milfs, varying IVnin IDL) to fi'M

J'l'i'i each, you ran ca-ily imagine
Hint a railway survey loHo-ving liicse

OcfleclioiiM, and laUinir liii- sintio?'iiics

<>t It.o roaij with llit'iii, (roiild haie
liocn none ol lu'l" ihiin loic wliicli llio

]*lii>;inuer in«Cliicl woiijil (piickly cni..

(icmn; .-md » Ikmi I adil luiihcrihat
while I ho Transil man w:is fiijiowing

this lino, his Ijovollors wore (piiio ,is

buHily engaged in running ihoira at a
cislanco varying from 100 to 500 feet

below him, you wdl at once por<

ceivo bo V thoroughly worthloNS woh
the work performed in tlio cations.

The plans and profiles wore thrown
aside when submitted to the Engineer
as UBoloas, and wore afterwards dos-
troycdl)y fire in thedeparlniont build-

ings.

If, then, I oxeopt 16 miles directly

above Yale (a careful (survey of which
was made by Mr. Cambio on one side

of the river onlj*). 1 am correct in

.sayin..; that any information you may
possess, must bo ot'iic than that ob-
tained by actual surve\-. I know
further that the 16 miles above allud*

ed to, i-i recognized as by far iho most
difficult, and presents more engineer-
ing difllcultioH than any oilier por-
tion of the much dreaded cafions of
the Fraser

I know also that the survey of tlio

Piasor River below Yale was made
in connoeiion wilb Ihe Coquchalla
route, and is consequentlj' on tho
opposite side from Yale and was run
so as to .necessitate the bridging of

ihe Fraser at a very wide point, and
opo which would interfere with tho
lavigation of iho river. All this

would be obviated hy keeping the
Yale side of tho Fraser,

This is what 1 know of the cireum-
siancos eonneetcd vvilh the survey's
of ilio Fraser, and it may be sutnmed
up as lliis : that, with the exception of

the 16 miles hurriedly run by Mr.
Camhie, no survey has heen made of

iiu! line between Burrard's Inlet and
LvMttui.

I am aware that il ma\' be urged
thai soiue poiMioii of tho line hetwoen
L.yioim and Kumloops vvjll he very
heavy, as U must pass along a iiiiinher

I'f ap]iarenily loose sai;d vi\d gravel-
ly hill sides. Tiicse, however, when
our .vagoii road was being eonstruct-
edj wero found to he not so formidahle
as was oxpoctoif, as the hanks hetomo
much more solid sis iliey are du<r into,

and only in a few exceptional cases
will i-.xponsivo relaining wails bo
noco-sary. As to the route from
Kainloiips northward, there is but
oiio opinion, and lliat is that it is ex-
tremely favnranlo.

To reiiirii to the cations of ilip

Frasei-, the}- have lieen open lo travel


