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I am sorry, however, to suy. Mr. Speiik(>r, that as regai'ds our asylum-^ lor

insane and idiots, we have not so satisfactory a showing. From the tirst year

of Confederation there has licen a steady and continuous increase, not only

in regard to applications for admission, i.ut applications for increased accom-

modation. Almost (n-ei'y session large sums have been voted for iiicreasin;,'

that accommodation, and on fre(|Uent occasions the liope has b(>en nol

unnaturally expressed that this accommodation would be sulHrient to ovet-

take the demands for yetu's to come. Unfortunately, Mi. Speaker, that

expectation has not lieen borne out. No sooner wer*' additional buildings

erected than they were lilled to overtlowmg. and yet the applications for

admission were as great as e\-.f. I'util lately it was believed that this

increased demand for acconnnndation was dui' to a laig" extent to the greater

conHdenco on the part of th'' people in the management ot the institutions.

This to a large extent was true, and is still oper.it ive, liut another idea

- seems to be taking hold of the putilic mind, that i.;sanity it.self is actually

on th" increase. That seems to be the belief not only in t'anaiia bur, in the

United States and Oreat Uritaiu, and this may to some extent account

for the increased demand for accounnoiiation, liut statistics in Ontario and

the I'nited States point to the belief that tliecc is something more i.earnig

in the same direction, and that is. the cliai actcr of our immigrants from

ihe older world ; that due o.nv has no- alwavs be.-u r ike;i as to the

nature and character of the peoole hrougli: out, and in many cases it is

believed that immigratio;i has almost l.'eu a direct transfer from the

itnrnigiant sliip to the asylum. L-n me lead from the last rc[iorl of the

Superintendent of the Toronto Asylum :

" It is worthy of note in this coaie'ctieii that a larg- number of our

admissions during the year consisted of pitienis wiio :t,re foreign born and

many of them recently impoited. Their uumncr is out o!' all proportion to

the native liorn, ami tle.'re is a strong suspicion in my miad that ('iiiada is

l)ecoming a •dumping-ground ' for the def(v„-tive (;!ass 'S ot the fatherland

An emiuiry in this direi-tion of an otiicial nature would Iribtl.'ss lie i,)f

service to the country. Kor e\am[)le, it is to lud that out of the ln.">

patients of last year's admission, ninety-two wm'c of foreign birth and only

seventy-three of CLanadian birth. It is sa'e to say that tii" next census of

ISDl will show a very large pre[ionderanc<> of nati\e population over that


