
II. Vetted Rights.

On the very important subject of Vested Rights, Mr. Justice Hod-
gins seems to lay down a sound principle on page 6 when he employs

these words :
" Whatever might be the position of those outside the

reg- .ar medical profession at the time when Sir James Whitney made
this promise, it is not possible after that date to say that any pra<-titioners

have established themselves in Ontario in such a manner as to have

secured a status or to have been possessed of anything known as a vested

right to practise."

The pro!..ise here referred to is the statement made by Sir James
Whitney on 30th June, 1913, that he would appoint a Commission to

investigate medical education and practice in Ontario. With this position

of the Commissioner, that those who have commenced any form of

irregular practice since that date have thereby acquired no vested rights,

evry one who has due regard to the welfare of the public must fully

agree. This view of Justice Hodgins should be accepted in framing any

statute for the Government of the medical profession .md medical practice

in Ontario. On page 31 the Commissioner states that " No one can have

a vested right in regard to public health or private healing." This clears

the atmosphere, and makes it possible to deal with the several claimants

to the right to practise in any way on their merits. This is the position

taken by the regular medical profession of this Province.

III. Physical Therapy.

With what Justice Hodgins sets forth on pages 6 to 16 inclu«ive, but

little exception can be taken. No doubt the condition and nui.ibers of

returned soldiers and the results obtained by physical therapy have

strongly impressed his Lordship with the importance of manipulative

and such like methods of treatment. While of undoubted value in the

case of the soldier and many others, these methods of physical therapy

have their limitations in practice. Nevertheless, with the advance

of medical science, the acquirement of a wider and better knowledge on

the causation and pathology of disease, and the discovery of new instru-

ments, the regular medical profession is appreciating in a constantly

increasing degree the value of physical therapeutics, such as are men-

tioned on page 8 of the Commissioner's report, namely, m*" :hano-therapy,

thermotherapy, hydrotherapy, kineiitherapy, electrotherapy and radium-

therapy.

The medical profession would welcome the incorporation into the

medical curriculum a greater degree of attention to such subjects, and

their practical application to the treatment of disAse. Wie with pleasure,

therefore, that the Ontario Medical Association approves of the sugges-

tions made in recommendations i, 2, 3 and 4, found on pages 71 and 72

of the report on medical education in Ontario. It is towards this end that

the best Medical Colleges of to-day are working ; but, to njake this train-

ing efficient, suitable accommodation and apparatus must be furnished.

Towards these the public must give sufficient monetary assistance, either

by private benefactions or by Government grants.

IV. The Definition of " Practice of Medicine."

Mr. Justice Hodgins cites what the term " medicine " should cover

as set forth in the Commission under which he acted, as stated on page 3.

Further, he points out on page 5 that the Statutes contain no detinttiuti


