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date on which th.- Miifrua Cliarta of Industrial Domocraey wag
won- a date that may stand hcsidc IlM.") in iniportaiico. Hnt
one docs not n I to have a profound knowl. 'dtrc of history to
recall that tlic (hvat Charter of Political Liberty, won seven
centuries ajro, was merely a starting: point, a l.road statement
forecasting,' a freedom, murli of which had to he struf,'^'led for
in future and won hit hy hit durinjr a lonfr period oi time.
"The Hill of Rijrhts.- "The Ilalieas Corpus A.-t." "The Act
of Scltl.'nient." tile -r.'at "Reform liills." are a few outstand-
ing.' iniles.oncs. marking' suci'csscs in this lon^r stru^'-.'le. Wiien
the barons broujrht Kinp John to |,is knees, ion- centuries ha<l
yet to chipsr, a livil war had to \,v fon^'lit. a kin-r e.xeeuted.
and many other stru-rjries .-arri.'d out, before the full rights
of parliament w.'re finally assnred.

Such facts as these should warn us ajrainst mistaking,' the

forms of lil)erty for the reality. They sliould warn us, too, that
the ^'rowth of real freedom is slow. The crcatu/h of Parlia-

ment, tin' syinhol of liberty, by no means meant that I'arlia-

mentary liberty had been finally won. So now. These Joint

Industrial Councils and Committees, the.sc new -viahols of in-

dustrial free(h)m. are merely oriranisations created lor the pur-
pose of winnin..' and definintr demoeratie freedom in industry.
The lonp traininf: in the orderly method of securing,' political

liberty tlirouj.'li |)arliament will, no doidit. |)rove of <,'reat value
liere. Hut while the new Joint Industrial Coinicils and Com-
mittees (>.\press cj.'arly a !.'enera! reco<rnition that workmen
have ri-rlits not yet obtained, ineludinj: a rijrlit to share in the
responsibility of defining' them, the actual formulation and win-
nini.' of these ri^'hts are in the future.

It is, however, a ^rreat advanec step that industrial civil

war should end in the creation of the means for the orderlv

consideration, workinj.' out and definition of those ri<rhts, bv
the diliberate use of discussion on equal terms in the open, in

plai-e of under a constant threat of the exercise of mipht.

Democracy has herein scored another i,'r(>at win. It is a lonj^r

step forward in civilisation when it is rcco^'ui.scd for any new
field that social ])rojrress (in this instance, in the industrial

field I should be by a .steady and orderly adaptation of social


