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quently a ronin. It was one of the

unfortunate effects of the Restoration

Ihat so many men of the sword, who
had previously been supported by

the people as retainers in the service

of princely houses, now found them-

selves without aristocratic employ-

ment, and, too proud to turn to

trade, or other equally debasing labor,

they wandered about the provinces,

voicing their discontent of the order

of things, picking quarrels on the

slightest provocation, and prophesy-

ing dread things for the empire when
it should fall under the dominion and

patronage of the nations of the West,

The ronins were all Jo-i (foreign

haters), and they alone the Tojin-san

need fear. Happily the Prince of

Echizen had furnished an adequate

guard for his protection, and the

students of the college, themselves

samourai, or sons of samourai, were
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