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SIR GEORGES 6TIENNE CARTIER

a popular origin. It was the best people of the

country that rose in rebellion against the Chateau

St. Louis: Papineau, Panet. Bddard, Bourdages and

their friends, men of high culture, the real aris-

tocracy, became exasperated in time at the con-

temptuous manner in which they were constantly

treated. As to the habitant, he enjoyed religious

liberty and exemption from taxation ; he was satis-

fied with his lot and would not have moved if the

red hot tirades of Papineau had not persuaded him

that he had a grievance. Still this discontent was far

from being general and deep-rooted, as the uprising

confined to the region of Montreal has shown.

The surroundings in which Cartier's youth was

spent, as already observed, had their influence on

his mind, and contributed with the genial nature of

his race to keep alive in his soul that high spirit

which was so renoarkable in his conduct all through

life. Never was he found despondent; no situation,

however dark, saw him without an outburst of

wit or humour.

In social functions at home he was most enter-

taining. No guest ever left his house but happy

and satisfied with his host He was what the French

call a boute-en-train, a person who Mrill get out of

every one the best that is in him. A lady musician

—the wife of a Liberal senator—once told me that

whenever she met Cartier at social functions, he

would insist upon having her give a specimen of

her talent, and if reluctant, he would end his
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