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.S/.7.'/-.,/j,.v. Staircases arc a -oud tL>t (,f a well-buill aiul
ucll-planncd li.ni.c. If they are liyht and easy to ascend,
convenient fur carryin^i,' up and down larj^e and heavy thinj;.s

(sucli as bifj beds and wardrobes), a channel of ventilation
between hall and rooms iii)stairs, hghted .noiij^h and not apt
to -ct either too close or too cold, tiie stairs may be the route
wf many a pleasant journey from pari to part of the home,
ant! if stair> and passa-cs are both easy and h'.i^dit. ac,nceable
in temperature and otYcrinj,^ pretty [glimpses ami turns, ihr
daily journeys about the house are a pleasure and restful
chanj^c.

/ /,.,>rs.~'l'hc floors of the various rooms shmild receive
more than passinjj notice. I-or the scullery, sometimes also for
the kitchen and other offices, tile-floors may be preferred ; for
sitting-rooms, especially for a couple of feet from the walls,
l)oards with a clean surface, smooth and with no wide spaces
between adjoining boards, are recjuired : and evcr\-whcre level
floors with strcng joists must be demanded. The floors on
the ground floor, and in particular when the board level is

bi low, the same as. .,r only slightly above, the outside earth
level, must be fi-niishcd by air bricks with sufficient ventila-
tion to the outside of the house, if dry lot is to be prevented.
I'>iy rot has proved to many householders a sudtlcn and
-senou.s loss of comfort and a great expense.

f.ig/itmo-.-X minor (luestion from the point of view ..i

health and comf rt is that of lighting rooms at night,
l-.lcctricity is the most cleanly and simple, and is becoming
a less costly means of light than it was; the initial cost of
^\iring a house ami fitting uj) lamps remains very high in
comparison with i)utting in gas. Oil lamps properly main-
tained have much in their favour and still form the cheapest
illuminant we have. Acetyler.c gas is often very convenient
for a countrx- house, or a group of buildings, and is much less
costly to instal than electricity. Suffice it here to call attention
to a household pnjblem which in country houses is often


