
COMM ON S

Mr. MONK. 1 base thaf allegation on tlie
facf tînt fthe goverrament faiied li Is supier-
vision.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. Wlaf evideuice
bas the hon, gentleman on which f0 rmaRc
that stafement? Thc fact is thaf immedi-
ately aftcr fis fatal accident fool, place,
the first thimîg we did Wii5 f0 appoint a coin-
mission f0, investigate fhIs very facf.

Mi. MOINK. Affer.

Sir WILFRILD LAURIER. 0f course
after; how could if be before? Tfli respon-
sibiify for this accident rests somewliere.
If may rcst upon the goî ernmcnt, and we
will sec that ln due time. It may resf upon
thc plans, as being fauity and dctective; if
may resf upon the supervision. But the
rcsponsibility rests somcwlicrc, and af the
present time a commission of competefit
engimîcers, competent me~n whosc efticieney
bas not been questioned, ls engagcd in finci-
ing out wîerc flic responshbility rcsf s.

Mr. R. L. BoRDEN.. \Vouid flic riglif
lion. gentleman inform the House just wliat
supervision i lure wvas on flic palrt of tlie
goveriiuiient?

Sir WILFILD LAULILER. I believe flîcre
wlîs aimplle suipervisionl. TIc hiou. genîtle-
mtan wants f0 îîîake a poinît flnt flic goverfi-
mentt lad noi) îgîîîeer tiiere. 1 do flot know,
I cantiot say.

Mr. IR. L. BOLIDEN. 1I(do not kicw
whlithcr fliere Nvas elle or îîot.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. 1 can say fliaf
Mr. Iloare was flie engineer liipoinited by
flie Quebec Bridge Conmpatny. Thle 1'licŽîîix
Bridge Coinpany îlîd one or two engincers
on flic spot aiso, %vliose businîess if wn,,s f0
suIpervise fronu daty f0 dîy flic work of con-
struction. I do not kniow% whlît more sup)er-
vision couid be hiad even if there had been
no enginieer there on the part of flic gov-
eriiii'îit. Tfli iiuix B1ridge Comnpany,
wVitli tw'0 or tiîrce îîigiiioors on thei splot, liad
every iiîteresf to sec fliat flic werk -,vas pîro-
perly dlonc, aiidl so far as I know, flic worIz
of constructioni w:is very weii donc by flic
cuipnîiiy; fliat is so far as the miaferiai xvas
coiiceriied. Tîiemi the englocer of tIc Que-
bec Bridge Conîpaniy, Mr. Hoare, -%vs a com-
pefent manî. Ail fliese engîneers werc there
from day f0 day f0 sec tîat flic work wvas
proi)erly donc. The hon, gentleman said lie
was flot sure whetlier flic plans had been
iiuirmve(l. WliY. Sir. neitiier ainy menîber
of fuis goverament, nor flic Ion, gentleman
himself, had he been a member of the gov-
crament, could pass any opinion up)on a
plan when prcsented f0 hlm. WIaf can.
you do in a motter of this kind? Tue hon.
gentleman stafed v'ery properly fliat an
ordinary englacer, a railw'ay engineer, would
liardly be able to pass niion plans prepareh
for a bridge of sudh magnitude. Tfhis was
a speciol work. Well, we do know that

Sir WILFRID LAURIER.

every one of these plans liad beeu approved
by Mr. Cooper, who, as the hon, gentleman
said himiself, is a man of recognized ability
and an ýautliority upon bridge construction.
It w-iil bc showui lafer on., that the plans pre-
paredl by the engineer of the Phoenix Bridge
Company liad been submitted to -.%r. Cooper
and approved by hini. Now~ it %viIl be
shown wlîetlier or flot fhe engineers made a
mistake.

Mr. HAGGART. Were the plans draw%%n
up by Mr. Cooper?

Sir WIFI)LAURLEIL My informa-
tion is fliat tliey were not raoup by
Mr. Cooper, but hy -Mr. Szlapka. and were
atcrw-ardsý snbmnitteil f0 -Nir. Cooper and
confirmned hi' Iitai. 'fIat is the information
I have. but, of course, as to tIat 1 speak
by hearsay; I do not koow, but we will know
prcsently wlien we receive fIe report 0f tue
comnmission. Thaf is ail I have f0 say on

tisoccasion a.s to thiese matters. Lt seenis
to nie that noflinig could be miore unfa ir,
îîothing could lie more uinjust-

Mi. 'MONK. May I ask loy right lion.
friend if Mr. Cooper w-as acting for the gov-
vrîjiint or for the bridge coinpainy?

Sir NVILF1IJ LAURIER. Mr. Cooper.
as t inlrtiiilifa actiîiig for ail parties,.
Ire liaid been flie recogiiized authority, and
lie wals eerta iîîly iietia g foi the Pbo'îî ix
Bridge Coitaiîy aiid ise l'or fIe Quceee
Bridge 'oiiipaîîy. Thiat !i ill Iie informa-
l ion I l1îaýe on luis sîîbjeet at fli eso
iî ioiipelit. Th ie lion. oem rfor H am il ton
(Mr. Itarker'). il tioiietit ago. taunlted tac
boni se 1 dd iot iiisweor a certa ii questiti,
at t1lie miomaent ýwliecn if wvas askcd of tac
b ' viii lion. friead thec leader of the oppo-
.sifioji (Mr. Rl. L. Ilordeai). Dees he expeet
i( f0car iin iiiy aiinid ail the orders iii

eoiiiil fIat 1 hiave ever sigiicd? If is
siiiipîyisud anîd 1 repent m-iat 1 said. a
iinluet aIgo. tIat ncthing conld be n me

nîfîror niiîrmst flian fIe affempf wlîtehvi
lias, licenl miade f0 casf a sIir upion flic gov-
eriainetf m-lien fliclion. gentlemani or no cile
cIsc kniows inytliing in particulai nabout this
Case.

hlou. .TOIIN IIAGGA1}T (Southi Lanark).
Mr. Speaker. a new doetriîc lias been
laidi downj in fhIs Ilouse by tlue Flou.
flic Nlinister of Finiance (Mr. Field-
iiig) a nd by the riglit lion. Prime
Milister (Sir W ilfridl Laurier), N0ho hâve
111sf si)(ieii. anid. tlîaf is flînt an1 itei whiecli
i- nlient ionod hi li h iiîg's speech., 1111id hl

iicîaftenition is ilrawn to soie paît icullar
sitlject, is liof a fifting question foir dis-
cussion bec:iuse a royal commission bas
been appoilited f0 inquire loto if. That cer-
liîiuîly is a îîew doctrimie. Tfli Kitîgs speech
draws attention f0 the catastrophe that
happened ini Qnebec, f0 the fali of thus bridge
j1101 to th fls o05f life fliaf resulted. We
ar~e -witim oui- strict rights in liscnssing


