
Sccnes iin a Frech Prison.

toms of life still rernained. It was the crisis of the diseas-the
moment of reuctmo-tecommencement of a more vigorouz
constitution than 1 had ever before en)joyed. So strangely cloei;
nature sornetimes produce .xesults the most opposite to its scem*.
ing tendencies !

Of the extent and rnalignity of the disease which raged in the
prison, sorne idea may be formed Prom the folloiving Pacte ; that of
the great multitude of persons confined %vithin its walls, scarcely
twenty eecaped withotit being two or three times ili of it; and
these individuêle were lookeul upon by ait the rest as prodigies.
At the period when it was mort fatal, it waç custornary for the
dead.cart every morning te carry out of'the prison gates from
twenty to twenty-Pive corpses for interment. 0f the 3000 prise-
ners who ivcre nurnbered at the commencement of the mortality
1700 feil victime during the lapse of only thiree monthe.

When the dise-ise began te subside, such wvas the eagerness fer
food, and the ecantiness of our alloivunce, that many of* the most
dlestitute allayed their hunger by seizing upon dlog which acci-
dentaliv strayed into the prison, killhng themn and dressing thrm
for foodà! Ail the meChods wvhich ingenuity could dlevi-e, or o(,r
exhaustcd resources furniehi, werc put in requisition to obtailà
relief Among the rest sorne cour ted the muse.

Goaded by distresq, and nearly Parisbed, it cin ecturcely excite
8urpise, that recourse shouýi be liad, by sorne oP the prisoners, ta
unwarrantable actions. One of' tli,,se, in flic order of event--,
cornes next tobedescribed.

Whatever defence the conimissary who nt ibis tirne linul char-,(
ofues mighit have madle, in reply to the barbarity imipttcd to his
conduct, it was natural for those %Ybo bad alrcady wvitrcssed Qeve-
rai instances of hie cruelty, te regard him as the principal occasi-
on of ail the miseries they wvere suffering ; cor was it unlikely
that revenge would be conternplated. Recl<less of ail consequen-
ces, certain of the prisoners carne te the rash determination of
assaqsinating him. Wilh this intention, corne of thern procured a
large sione, wlîicb they tookc te the highest tory of the prison,
and kept a perpetual watch for bis paesing hy, 'vhen he sbould
pay hie next visit. The fearPul moment arrived. The stone
ivas Iaunched from the window just as the cnrnmissary came un-
der it ;-fortunately for ail the priconer@, it fell barmiese nt his
feet ; as there cani be littie doubt, tlhat had the fatal stratigrym
-qucceeded, summary vengeance wou'id have been taken on its
perpetratore. Full of fury, the comrnmissary hastily fled from the
prison, calied an assembly of the magistrates, and related thie
narrow escape he had just bad froin intant dentb, asking thoir
counsel hnw le sheuld proceed against the prisoners. Some nd-
vis.ec indiecriminate retaliat;nn, éthers te have recourse te deci-
matien. After long delibcrzition, however, they came te the con-
clusion, that the man, or men, who Rclually launched the Mtoine
irom the buildingI should be delivered up te the municipal au -
thoritiee, and undergo the penalty (lue te their crime ; that if


