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answered the purpose for whioh it was intended. Unfortunately
it waa flot long before ill-judged interference in Provincial affairs
by the Dominion authorities, larýgely prompted by psLrty spirit,
aroused a feeling of antayonisxn on the part of the Provincial
authorities which, after a long contest, resulted in a doctrine
being established, contrary to the spirit and intention of the
B.N.A. Act, that iso long as the Provincial legisiature confined
itseif to dealing with subjects within its jurisdiction its authority
could flot be questioned. The safeguard provided by the con-
8titution was thus swept awWay, and no private rights as well as
the general intereste of the publie are at the merry of a party
m.ajority by means of which an unscrupulous niinister can exercise
a power as tyrannical as that of any European despot. He need
not resort to an "initiative," a "recali," or a "referendum."
Eo has sirnply to declare bis will and an obedie'nt majority will
pms an Act to establish it. He need neither " reýeleet " or~ " dis-
appoint" the judges. He simply closes the doors of the courts
to those who demand the protection of the iaw, and if vested
interests or private rights corne in the way of his favourite schernes
he conflscates them vrithout hesitation. There is no mneans of
redress. The Dominion Government, also governed by party,
will not-in faet dare not--do justice however rnuch they may
desire to do so. This is no fancy pieilure. It is a record of what
has actually occurred. The power of disallowance still exists,
but is as dormant as the prerogati ve of the Cr 3wn to veto Acts of
,the Imperial Parliamnent. If there is a question between publie
opinion and party interest the latter is sure to prevail.

This spirit of unrest, of impatience of restraint, of readîness
to break through those rules which the experience of all ages has
proved to be necessary to'good conduet in both personal and public
aiffairs, may not lie so strongly felt amon.g us as among our Southcrn.
neighbours but it is one which we should guard. against all the
more carefully when the legal restraints have been set aside.

This spirit is flot one of progress. It leads directly to the state
of barbarism, or of anarchy from which during centuries of real
progress wo have been striving to früe ourselves. It goes back-
wards to the time whien every man was a law unto himself, not


