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NORTH AMERICAN SCRI'^W STEAM SHU' COMl'ANV. II

— No, 12.—

To tiie Uiglii Hotiourabli' the Lords Coiuinissionprs of tlic Hoard of Tnidc

The Memorial of tin' SliipowtuTs' Associatioii of the Port of Belfast,

Humbly ^liowetL,

That iiieiii()iiiili?ts liavc to draw to tlic atteiifioii of your LonUhips a iioticf

wiiicli iipiifircd in tin; " London (iazcttc"' of tlic "Jiid Octol)iT last pa»t, !ii;;nfd

bv tilt! ?oliiitors for tlic Lotidon. Liverpool, and North Anu'riean Sonw Steam
Slii|) (."(i:n]i,iiiy, <d' wliieli tlie followiuy is a copy :

—

Not ice is lii'rel»\ j;ivt'n, tliat an applicati has IIS oeeii made liv or im li. halt

of the London, Liverpool, ami Nortli Americiiii Screw Stcuui Siiip Companv
(provi»ioniil[y rej^istered), formed for the purpo-u of eoiiveyinc; pa?seiimi>,

emigrant', specie, ami niiMchamlise in scicw stiani ships to and from ihe port

of Lon nil, tlie port of Liverpool, and otiicr ])oit or jiorts of th • United Kingdom
of(rreat Britain and Ireland, ami the ports of .St. .lolm's, Newfonndlaiid, Qneiice

uiid Montreal, in Candida, and other ports of Ih'itiiih North America, and the

port of New York, and other j)orts of the United States of America, to grant

such com))anv a charter of incorporation, iimlcr the provisions of the Act oi

1 Vict. c. 7:i, intituled, ' An Act for better enabliu<; Her Majesty to confer

•,' and that such application lias

of Privy Council for Tr.ide and
certain Powers on I'rading and other Companie:

iiinttceferreil hy Her M;ijc'ty to the Coinibeen reterrei

Plantation?

'• ];ated this Ulst day of October 185-J.— Signed, Wadcson & Malle.-on.

Solicitors for the Lomlon, Liver[)0ol, ami North Anii"''''iin Steam Scren Sliij)

Company. 11, Austin Friars, London."

Memorialists have also heard that another comjiany, intending to tnide td

certain jiorts in the Mediterranean, havi^ applied to your Lordships for a sindlar

lloyal (diartcr, limiting the liability of the partners to tiie amount of stock »ul)-

scribed liy them.

That while i!us association must feel gratified with every nndnrtaking which
is likely to extend and enlarge the trade and commercial relations between

Great Britain and other countries in the increase and employment of British

shipping, wiiether screw steam ships or others, they cannot but view with coii-

eequences the most serious to their own interests as shipow-ners, and to the safety

of tiie pidjlic, the application of the afiiresaid companies to seek by Royal charter

for indemnity against loss, beyond the amount of shares subscribed for and

registered in the name of each jiroprietor or shareholder, under the provisions ot

the Act 1 Vict. c. 73.

That at no period of our commercial history were mono|)olies deemed other

than unjust, where no new discovery warranted such a coucession fiom the

Government ; that the protective system of trading in all its departments having

been virtn.dly abandoned, as well by the repeal of the navigation laws as by tiie

free trade commercial policy which has been lately adopted by Her Majesty's

Government, being in spirit and in practice altogether at variance with th<'

exclusive rights now sought for by said companies, with no absignable or well-

foun led cause. That memorialists are largely interested as individual owners

and partners in screw steamers and other ships engaged in these trades, without

any protection whatever than the common law of the land afi'ords, their liability

for loss extending over all their property ; that their capital thus employed
would be fearfully jeopardised were any such undue privileges to be granted to

the aforesaid companies.

That your memorialists cannot in terms sufficiently strong convey their ideas

of the amount of injury that the grant of such charter would produce, while the

solitary prospects of negative good would be speedily overwhelmed by tiie

greater amount of positive evil to your memorialists, and all others connected

with such property.

730. B 8 Memorialists
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