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bcuins to have cutullcil upon tlicin a speedy cxtiiictiut). Of the

nations that now subsist, whicli uiu they that arc most distin^juish-

ed and honored iu the world 1 Which are they that hold truth

and righteousness in the greatest repute, and that hai^iven t)ie

best proofs ot" a cultivated humanity ? Which are tljey where
the good orts and sciences are most profoundly studied, ttie

knowledge of them most extensively dift'uscd, and the benefit of

them most generally experienced 1 Which are they whose pop-

ulation is at once most liberal and united, at once mobt t nlight-

ened and submissive to the laws 1 They are not those from

whose soil the richest harvests might be carried awny, nor those

that are most populous, nor those that, as a people, under an
acknowledged system of government, have had the longest lease

of their tenement. Are they not those, where divine revelation

has been most fully ])roclaimed, and were it has injected its

light upon the foundations of their public institutions 1 Are they

not those, in short, that have assigned unto God an honourable

place for the worship ot his name ? not a place here and there,

scrimp and accidental as the various humours of men, but a
'* house of many mansions,'' all His own, not a material and

temporal kingdom, but dedicated to God, a part of his spiritual

and eternal kingdom.

In extending your benevolent regards to the relief of the tem-

poral distress of your countrymen, let it not be thought you
nave nothing to'do with their eternal interests. You are under-

stood to respect and hold in honour the religious faith that is

common to you and them ; and if you either lionour or respect

it let it not be abandoned. It is of all things most necessary

that it should be tlet erinined arig^ht, how far what is good naay

be made efficacious ; else, how miserable the thought that the

morals of a people should be abandoned to chpncc, or endang-

«;re(l by the failure of any attempt to fix them ou a sound foun-

dation.

There is no one who possesses any love of his countrymen, (a

principle whif;h the formation oi a St. Andrew's Society sup-

poses,) who has any regard for the qualities which were wont
to distinguish them, their honest faith and simple piety, who has

any recollection of the ibuntain-head, whence any love of things

sacred, ilowed into his heart, that can behold, without profound

regret, how soon the fine irold becomes dim in Canada—how


