
PREFACE.
This work is simply, as tlie title-page states, an account of the manners and enstoms of nndviUzcd races

of men in all parts of the world.

Many travelers have given accounts, scattered rathar at random through their l)ookB, of the habits and

modes of life exhibited by tlie various people among whom they have traveled. These notices, however,

are distributed thnjugli a vast number of books, many of them very scarce, many very expensive, and m<)e>t

of them ill-arranged ; and it has therefore been my task to gather together in one work, and to present to

the reader in a tolerably systematic and intelligible form, the varieties of character which develop them-

selveft among races who have not as yet lost their individuality by modern civilization. In this task I have

been greatly assisted by many travelers, who have taken a kindly interest in the work, and have given me

the invaluable help of their practical experience.

The engravings with which the work is profusely illustrated have been derived from many sources. For

the most part the countenances of the people have been drawn from photographs, and in many instances

whole groups taken by the photographers have been transferred to tlie wood-block, Iho artist only making a

few changes of attitude, so as to avoid tho unploasjint siitfuoss whicli characterizes photographic groups.

Jt'any of the illustrations are taken from sketchus mode by travelers, who have kindly allowed me to make

use of tliem ; and I must here express my thanks ^to Mr. T. Baines, the accomplished artist and traveler,

who made many sketches expressly for the work, and placed at my disposal tlie whole of his diaries and

portfolios. I nuist also express my thanks to Mr. J. B. Zweckcr, who undertook the onerous task of inter-

preting pictorially the various scenes of savage life which are described in the work, and who brought to

that task a hearty good will and a wide knowledge of the subject, without which the work would have lost

much of its spirit. The drawings of the weapons, implements, and utensils are all taken from actual spe-

cimens most of which are in my own collection, made, through a series of several years, for tho express

purpose of illustrating this work.

That all uncivilized tribes should be mentioned, is necessarily impossible, and I have been reluctantly

forced to omit altogether, or to dismiss with a brief notice, many interesting people, to whom I would

gladly have given a greater amoun^ of space. Especially has tliis been the case with Africa, to which

country the moiety of the book is necessarily given, in consequence or the extraordinary variety of the

native customs wliich prevail in that wonderful land. We have, for example on one side of a river, a

people well clothed, well fed, well governed, and retaining but few of the old savage customs. On the

other side, we find people without clothes, goverament, manners, or morality, and sunk as deeply as man

-an be in all the squalid miseries of savage life. Besides, the chief characteristic of uncivilized Africa is

Oie continual change to which it is subject. Some tribes are warlike and restless, always working their

way seaward from the interior, carrying their own customs with them, forming settlements on their way,

4nd invariably adding to their own habits and superstitions those of the tribes among whom they have

settled. In process of time they become careless of the military arts by which they gained possession of

'.he country, and are in their turn ousted by others, who bring fresh habits and modes of life with them. It

will be seen, therefore, how full of incident is life in Africa, the great stronghold of barbarism, and how
necessary it is to devote to that one continent a very considerable portion of the entire work.

EXPLANATION OP THE FRONTISPIECE.
The Frontispiece gives a pictorial representation of African mankind. Superstition reigning supreme,

the most prominent figure is the fetish priest, witli his idols at his feet, and holding up for adoration tho
sacred serpent. >Var.i8 illustrated bv the Kaffir chief in the foreground ; tho Bosjesman with his bow and
poisoned arrows, and the Abyssinian chief behind him. -The gluttony of the Negro race is exemplified by the
sensual faces of tho squatting men with their jors of porridge and fruit. The grace and beauty of the young
female is shown by the Nubian girl and Sliooa woman behind the Kaffir; while the hideousufiss of the old
women is exemplified by the Negro woman above with her fetish. Slavery is illustrated by the slave cara-
van in the middle distance, and the pyramids speak of the interest attached to Africa by hundreds of centarioB.
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