
VENNING vs. HUNTER. U
4f such be your opinion youvronj: me much. And,
moreover, I feel deeply interested and anxious as

to your approaching illness, trusting and ipnying
sincerely that the Almightv will grant unto you
sufficient strength to enable you to get through
successfully ; and' that even under the distressing

oircumstanees in which we are placed'towards each
other as husband Mid wife, we may have granted |/t(%
unto us an offspring. I expect to leave' on Wed-
nesday morning for the country, to spend a few
days. H oping to hear from you soon, I am, my
dear Julia,

Yov.r husband,
ROBXRT HrNTER.
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Cepar HiLt,

John, N. B., Juno 10th, '61

-As you have requestedan answer
to your letter of this date, I hasten to comply.
You were surprised at my answer to your last,

—

what should you expect, knowing how. you have
treated me ?—you having crushed and broken a
heart which was wholly yours, and which thing
only to you for love and happiness. You speak of

our separation. Who caused it ? I did not leav«

you wiUingly, but was repeatedly ordered out ofyour

houte, nor did I go the first, second or third time
. you told me to ; not when you threatened to take

my life, and tie me neck and heels, pitich me into a
coaoh and compel me t»go ; net when:you told me
^you would no longer acknowledge me as your wife,

and if J remained there I was only an umrper and
tntruder. I endured allthis, still hoping there was
yet 'one spark of affection remaining for me, but
alas ! there was not ; and yet not until yon put your
threat into execution, and laid violent hands upon
me for the second time, placing me in terror of my
life, did I leave you. Kobert, you speak of a
drunken husband ; had 'you been under the influ-

ence of liquor there would have been some excuse
for you, and I could then have hoped that in your
fiane moments I would have received 8<»ae kind-

ness, but you have treated me far worse than many
a drunkard treats his wife, and yet not influenced

by liquor. Alas! I know too well what class my
husband belongs to. You profess not to under'

stand me when I say that the ruinous designs of

your mother and.sisters have been frustrated. I

have heard, Robert, and I flrmly believe that titey

have said, that I was in the same situation when 1

marrimi you«s I am at.present, and that I only
married, you -as a cloak for my shame. You, too,

mitft have heard it, although you now plead igno-

rant, otherwise what could you have meant when I

asked you where you had. passed the night—as any
other wife whose husband had left his own bed for

a week previous—and your answer was ** tliat. you
had not spent -it with a vile, treacherous woman."
Who had you > reference to, if not to your wife?
You accuse me, Robert, of not caring for you and
being perfectly indifferent to your wishes;, you
know that is false, as -well as a great many more
asserttous you- have made. I never told you that

1 did not caro for you. In looking ov« the past,

I cannot accuse myself of slKVwing any want of af>

fection for you. Have you so soon forgotten times
when I Irnve gone to you and thrown ^my arm*
around your neck, saying, Robert do you not lov«
me? and hi reply you have cast me froinyou as one
not worthy- of your love. In jyour heart, Robert, you
know that any kind word from you was prized and

appreciated by me, but you and our Hea-
venly iatliet know that ihey were few, very few.
You say {bat you are anxious about my health,
how can I think that you really moan it when I
have never received one word of sympathy from
you. You'havo known my situation and if I cvea.

contplained of feeling ill,. you would ask me how
the woman did who had to go out washing every
day ; such is the kindneas I have received irom
you. My father «nd mother have bestowed upon
me the sympathy which I had a right to expeot
from my husband, yet it was domed me. You
speak of our child, in all .probability it will never
know a father's love, and should I be taken I trust

that the the kindness I have received from my
family will be extended to n^y child. You say.you
are. going to the country, no doubt your sister, who
htiB alyfayn tei^eix tny place, will accompany you ; I

wish you both a pleasant time. Now, Robert, if

you are really sincere about my health, do not wor-
ry me with any more unkind letters, as I feel quite
unfltted for the task of replying to them ; and when
next.you feel moved to talk to your friends or mine,
for your own sake keep to the truth. You told Mr.
Thome many things far from the truth, ftay, who
left tho house first on the Sabbath day you referred

to? Did you not go out with your sisters and
leave mo alone ? >Did you ask me to accompany
you ? Did 1 enter the meeting4n the evening when
thoservice was halfover ? Did you tell Mr. Thome
the language you -made use of to me for the last

week previous to my leaving you ? For fear your
memory is treacherous, I will remind you, although
the repetition of such foul language is truly sick-

ening, namely, you little devil, you bitch, you infer-

nal devil. Those were '>'our pet names. You to talk

of love and call yourself a man, could use such vile

language to, your w^ife, is beyondmy comprehension.
There are many men in the lowest ranks of life, of

no education, who would scorn to act such an un-
manly part. My heart aches at the very thought
of it, and I grieve that I have been so deceived in

you. Again, you say that you took oath before a
magistrate that you gently touched ray cheek with
your hand—that it could not be' called a blow, and
that it was -the only time you ever laid your hands
on me. You know, Robert, you said what was not
true when, you made that statement. You cannot
imrely have so sqpu forgotten that a few days pre-

vious to the last blow, you -caught me by the chin

and shook mo violently, leaving tfie impression of

your fingers upon my face for some hours after.

Oh, Robert, who could have thought that you would
treat me, your wife, is such a manner as you have.

Praying that God will one day show you tho er-

ror of your ways,
I renn^in your wronged an<J ijijured wife,

JlLI.V HvsTiw.
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