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Louifiana ; the patent is couched In very obfcure terms,

and the original expreffion, in fome places, very ambi-

guous. It tells us, one part of Louifiana is bounded by

the river Illinois, but whether by the mouth or fource of

that river is left undetermined, and the eaftern bounda-

ry is entirely fo. This obfcurity might be afFc6led in-

tentionally ; and indeed with good reafon : for as this

fettlcment was an illegal ufurpation, not only on the

crown of Spain, but that of England, and was put in

execution immediately after the treaty of Utrecht, it

behoved France to keep her views in this fettlement,

as fecret as poflible. But let us only confider with a

little more reflection, and the matter will illuftrate it-

felf. The C hio is cut off from Canada by the interme-

diate territories of fome of our colonies and the Six Na-

tions, a people whom France has formall) acknow-

ledged by treaty to be fubje£t to England, and whofe ter-

ritories extend over moft of the lakes, and the circumja-

cent country. France therefore, could not, confiftent-

ly with her former condu(St, (he could not, with the

leaft colour, aflume a right to the Ohio as appertaining

to Canada. The nature of the French claim to all the

territories they afTume to themfelves in Canada and

Louifiana, is ftill a ftronger evidence to my prefent

purpofe. France fettles at the mouths of the two rivers

St. Laurence and Miflifippi, and on that foundation

builds a right to the whole extent of thofc rivers, and

their feveral branches, and the rivers that communicate

with them j it is, in fa£t, the only principle on which

fhe can found a right to the large territories claimed by

her in North America : therefore the Illinois, Ohio
Wabache, Cherokee, and the ether lefTcr rivers that

communicate with the Miflifippi were undoubtedly
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